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Little  is  known  of  the  [)rophet  Amos,  ex- 
cept whnt  may  he  learned  irom  his  own  re- 
r(,rclec'  prophesy.  However,  a  good  deal  of 
information  bearing  upon  the  tmies  in  which 
he  lived  may  he  gathered  from  other  sources. 
Where  historical  inff)rinati()n  fails,  I  have 
em[)loyed  to  the  full  the  iKntlist's  license  of 
free  imagination  in  con  struct  11 11;  both  the  sit- 
uation and  the  story.  Among  dhcr  things, 
it  is  left  for  our  imagination  t<i  account  for 
the  culture  which  was  necessar\  for  the  pro- 
duction of  so  excellent  a  [)iece  of  literature. 
The  story  which  is  told  in  the  following 
chapters  gives  him  an  experience  which  might 
qualify  him  for  such  a  work. 
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THE  PROPHET. 


CHAPTER  I. 


The  Home  In  Tekoa. 


EKOA  of  Judca,  was  a  thickly  settled 
village  or  small  town.  Among  its  in- 
liabit.ints  there  were  a  numlx?r  of 
wealthy  shepherds,  who  owned  extens- 
ive flocks  of  siieep  and  iicrds  of  cattle.  The 
sheep  were  pastured  on  the  ICastcrn  hills, 
which  bordered  the  wilderness  of  Tekoa : 
-while  the  cattle  were  pastured  on  the  more 
productive  soil  extending  further  to  the  west. 
The  situation  was  important,  being  located 
on  a  highway  of  travel  from  the  South 
Country  to  Jerusalem  and  the  East.  The 
village  occupied  the  summit  of  an  isolated 
hill,  from  which  one  might  look  down  to  the 
highway  on  the  western  side  and  see  an  oc- 
casional caravan  passing  to  or  from  Bethle- 
hem or  Jerusalem.  Several  elegant  residenc- 
es of  wealthy  traders  adorned  the  village. 
Perhaps    the    most    im{)osing    feature    was    a 
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sturdy  r,uiii);irl.  wliirh  occupied  the  suutli- 
(Mstcrn  corner  "f  tlic  vdl.iK'*'.  ^'Hfl  frosvncd 
tow;ird  the  \vild«riu-ss  ,md  t..\s.ird  F-d.-m. 
Owing  to  its  po-^ition  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
lial)it;d)le  kingd.-in,  Tckoa  had  tor  a  couple 
of  centuries  hcen  an  uiiportant  niditary  ^ta- 
tion,  and  now,  m  t)ic  latter  days  of  Amaziah 
the  king,  it  was  guarded  by  a  small  gar- 
rison. 

The  iK>int  to  whidi  our  attention  is  now 
to  he  directed  is  a  scene  on  tlie  side  «^f  the 
hill,  as  It  slojies  gently  awiy  from  the  vil- 
lage. There  rises  before  us  a  neat  but  humble 
cottage  on  tiie  .mtskirts  of  tlie  village,  sever- 
al adi..ming  buildings  of  rougher  workman- 
ship, aiul  a  grove  of  sycamore  trees  extend- 
ing   further   down    the   hill. 

I'nder  the  shade  of  a  large  tree,  an  old 
man  is  resling  up<-n  the  ground  and  watching 
the  movements  of  two  children  who  are  gath- 
ering sycamore  tigs  into  baskets.  The  man 
was,  perhaps,  not  more  than  sixty-five  years 
old.  but  aged  beyond  his  time  liy  toil  and 
trouble.  The  b(*y  was  ab«nit  twelve,  and  the 
girl  hardly  ten.  A  dozen  large  baskets,  al- 
ready filled,  stood  waiting  to  be  earned  to 
the  storehouse.      The  old  man  cast  a  glance 
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over     tlir     trcp   and   spoke   to   the  i  liiltlrcti. 

"Ram. ill,  you  and  Jaknrath  had  licttcr 
stoj)  j,Mtlirrmg,  and  wait  until  some  baskets 
are  cmjjtied.  Amos  will  need  the  other 
cinjity  h.iskct   oii  tlic  iij)|)cr  branches." 

Just  then  .i  braiuh  sluxtk  vigorously  ov- 
erhead and  down  tumbled  a  shower  of  riix- 
figs. 

"One  basket  is  hardly  enough  to  hold 
all  that  are  on  the  tree,"  sjxtke  a  v<>i((-  from 
among  the  brandies,  "but  I'll  shake  the 
rest." 

The  leaves  moved  again,  ai.d  a  young 
man  drew  back  frf)m  amongst  the  outer 
thicket  of  lea\cs  .md  stood  on  a  large  liori- 
xontal  branch.  The  basket  on  Ins  am;  w.is 
full  of  figs,  and  he  lowered  it  by  a  cord  to 
the  ground.  Ihe  boy  removed  it  and  tied 
an  empty  basket  in  its  stead.  The  tr>p  of 
the  tree  was  soon  stripped  of  it^  ripe  tigs 
and  the  basket  lowered  to  the  ground.  Amos 
then  stood  on  one  of  the  highest  br. inches 
and  looked  away  to  the  eastward,  toward  the 
wilderness. 

Thv^  old  man  observed  the  direction  of 
his  gaze  Vvith  interest  and  said,  "Do  you  see 
the  flo«.k  and  Boz.^" 
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"Yes,  I  see  them,"  Amos  replied.  "Boz 
is  grazing  the  sheep  well  down  toward  the 
ravme.      The    pasture    must  be  getting  short 

on  the  hills." 

"Yes,"  returned  the  old  man.  "We  must 
divide  the  flock  before  long."  Then  turn- 
ing to  the  boy,  "Ramah,  take  the  provisions 
and  .start.  Your  mother  will  have  the  basket 
ready  now,  and  you  must  be  at  the  fold 
when  your  father  brings  in  the  sheep.  You 
will  stay  with  him  all  night,  as  usual,  and 
come  back   in  the  mornmg." 

The  boy,  who  had  been  trained  to  in- 
stant oliedience  by  the  vigoro  ,  treatment  of 
his  parents,  made  no  answer  but  started  for 
the  cottage,  and  in  a  little  while  was  on  his 
journey.  The  distance  to  the  fold  was  about 
three  miles. 

Amos,  who  had  come  down  from  the 
tree,  was  standing  by  his  father  in  a  con- 
temi)1ative  attitude.  It  might  be  easily  seen 
from  his  outward  aiipearaiices  that  he  was 
a  voung  man  of  unromnion  qualities.  Hon- 
esty, boldiu-ss,  vigour,  intelligence,  and 
kindness  were  visible  in  his  countenance. 
There  was  more  of  refinement  and  gentleness 
in  his  manner  than  was  usual  among  men  oi 
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his  class.  His  frame  was  well-proportioned, 
his  limbs  were  free  in  their  motion,  and  when 
he  spoke  his  words  and  manner  betrayed 
(jualities  which  might  ri{)en  into  a  high  grade 
of  oratorical  excellence. 

Amos  was  the  youngest  son  of  Ben-Or, 
the  aged  man  by  whose  side  he  was  now 
standing.  Roz,  the  eldest  son  of  Ben-Or, 
was  watchmg  the  flock,  over  by  the  border 
(if  the  wilderness.  Amos  was  twenty-two 
years  of  age  and  Boz  was  eleven  years  his 
senior.  Two  other  children  had  been  l^orn 
to  Ben-Or,  a  boy  and  a  girl,  who  were,  by 
order  of  age,  between  Boz  and  Amos.  But 
their  places  were  recently  made  vacant  in  the 
family  circle,  and  the  household  was  plung- 
ed  in   a  doul)le  mourning. 

The  story  is  briefly  told.  Joab,  the  sec- 
ond son,  was  of  a  passionate  disposition, 
strongly  attached  to  his  sister  and  to  the 
other  members  of  the  household,  but  his 
quick  temper  sometimes  caused  a  jarring  note 
HI  the  little  household.  Ruth  was  the  darl- 
ing of  the  family.  As  she  grew  uj)  she  so 
thoroughly  imbibed  the  affectionate  spirit 
which  pervaded  the  family  circle,  that  it 
modified  and  beautified  her  whole  being.  Not 
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even  a  passing  stranger  could  fail  to  mark, 
in  her  robust  beauty,  the  gentle,  kindly  dis- 
position which  manifested  itself  in  her  every 
action.  Her  brothers  almost  worshipped  her, 
and  would  willingly  lay  down  their  lives  for 
her,  if  occasion  required  it. 

On   one  d;iy,   when   Joab  was  busy   with 
his   fatlier  pruning  the  sycamores,     Ruth     set 
out  with  a  bwsket  to  carry    food  to  Boz  and 
Amos,     who    were  watching  the   flocks.      She 
left  home  in     a     merry     nmod,     without     the 
faintest  suspicion  of   danger,   but     she    never 
reached  the   fold.      The  next   morning,   Amos 
walked  home  for  provisions  and  it  was  learn- 
ed of    their    sister's    disappearance.      For     a 
moment,  the  family  was  paralyzed  with  hor- 
lor.     Then  Joab  broke  the  spell   and  rushed 
madly    toward    the   ravine    in    search    of    her. 
Amos,   with  more  presence  of  mind,   went  to 
the    giirrison,     and    a    search  party  was  sent 
out.      The   old    father,    da/.ed   by   the   shock, 
took   his   staff   and     followed     them,     hardly 
knowing  what  he  did. 

It  was  found  that  a  small  party  of  horse- 
men, with  the  hoofs  of  their  horses  muft^ed, 
}i;ui  passed  fiuiii  the  souili  at  night  along 
the  edge  of  the  wilderness,  and,  when  morn- 
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ing  broke,  had  hidden  among  the  rocks  of 
tlie  wilderness.  Their  purpose  may  have 
been  to  spy  out  the  country,  or  to  plunder 
the  outlynig  shcepfolds,  but  it  was  probable 
that  the  leader  of  the  party,  on  finding  fairer 
booty,  hastened  away  to  make  it  secure. 

On  finding  such  indications  the  first 
thought  was  of  Arabs:  but  a  horseman  soon 
dashed  up  from  the  south  and  announced 
that  during  the  night  several  villages  of  the 
border  had  been  sacked  and  burned,  and  that 
the  plunderers  escajied  across  the  valley  in- 
to Edom.  Another  post  followed,  who  an- 
nounced that  an  army  of  Edomites  was  pre- 
paring to  invade. 

Judea  rose  m  arms.  The  trouble  was 
not  unexpected,  and  in  two  days  the  host  of 
king  Amaziah  was  on  the  march.  As  it  j)ro- 
procecded  southward,  it  was  joined  by  several 
thousand,  who  gathered  from  the  surround- 
ing country.  Joab  and  Amos  girded  on  their 
swords  and  joined  the  host  with  a  view  to 
rescuing  their  sister,  or,  if  that  were  impos- 
sible, of  avenging  her. 

The  campaign  was  brief  and  bloody. 
Two  fiercely  fought  battles  broke  the  power 
of    tdom    and    exposed  the  land  to  pillage 
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and  slaughter.  The  king  of  Eldom  was  sub- 
jected to  tribute  and  the  hosts  of  Juda  re- 
turned home. 

But  Joab  was  not  with  the  returning  liost. 
He  fell  in  the  first  fight.  Amos  was  borne 
home  in  a  helpless  condition,  his  left  shoul- 
der broken  by  a  spear-thrust,  and  his  leg 
pierced  by  an  arrow. 

The  sickness    of    Amos    had    been    long 
and    tedious.       A    fever,    which    seized    him 
shortly    after   he   was   carried   home,    brought 
him   even   to   the   valley   of   the   shadow:   but 
thanks  to  the  skill  and  care  of  his  sister-in- 
law,    Penebokerath,    and   of   his    father,    Ben- 
Or,   his  recovery,   though   long  delayed,   had 
been  complete.     By  the  time  when  the  scene 
under  the  sycamore    occurred,    his    lameness 
was    wholly     gone,   and  his  shoulder  had  so 
far  recovered  that  he  could  use  his  left  arm 
with   almost   as   much   ease   and   vigour   as   in 
former  days. 

Amos  broke  off  from  his  meditation  and 
spoke  to  his  father.  "Yes,  the  flock  must  be 
divided.  I  am  thoroughly  recovered  now, 
and  must  join  Boz  without  any  further  de- 
lay. We  will  divide  the  flock  and  I  will 
lead  my  division  further  to  the  north.     Per- 
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haps  on  the  morrow  morning,  I  had  better 
begin  my  shepherd's  work  anew.  My  sheep 
will  have  almost  forgotten  me,  but  I  can 
soon  shar[)cn  their  memories.  I  will  tend  the 
flo- k  for  a  time,  but  you  know  what  I  pur- 
)  oe  to  do.  As  soon  as  Edom  is  quieted  so 
that  a  son  of  Juda  can  enter  the  land,  I 
will  search  it  from  end  to  end.  It  may  be 
that  the  king  of  Edom  has  not  made  an 
honest  search  for  Ruth.  Those  foreigners 
seldom  fail  to  deal  treacherously  with  the 
children  of  Abraham." 

Amos  ceased  speaking  and  passed  mto  a 
melancholy  meditation.  Then  he  looked 
down  at  his  father.  There  had  come  over 
the  old  man's  face  the  expression  of  anguish 
which  had  been  seen  there  so  often  of  late; 
and  Amos  knew  that  his  thoughts  were  upon 
his  beloved  daughter,  of  whom  he  had  been 
so  mysteriously  bereft. 

"!t  is  a  dark  prospect,"  said  Ben-Or  at 
last.  "All  the  other  captives  taken  at  the 
same  time,  have  been  found  and  Sent  back ; 
but  the  official  report  tells  that  no  trace  has 
been  found  of  Ruth.  Arad,  the  merchant, 
has  become  discouraged.  I  am  told  that  he 
even  persuades  his  son  to  think  of  espousing 
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another  girl.  You,  kinAv,  several  years  ago 
they  were  anxious  for  him  to  choose  little 
Dinah." 

"Enoch-Henarad  will  never  do  that," 
returned  Amos,   in  a   decided  tone. 

"I  have  heard  that  too,"  said  Ben-Or. 
"Penebokerath  says  that  the  whole  village  is 
talkuig  of  it.  They  say  the  boy  declares 
that,  if  he  cannot  find  Ruth,  he  will  never 
marry." 

"I  heard  him  say  so  only  yesterday," 
returned  Amos. 

Ben-()r  spoke  without  looking  up  oi 
changing  iiis  facial  expression.  "Man  is  but 
dust.  Human  frailty  never  knows  its  own 
weakness.  I  am  old,  my  son.  I  have  known 
many  such  resolutions.  They  are  made  ir 
hot  blood,  but  are  easily  forgotten  when  th( 
blood  cools." 

"I  am  afraid,  my  father,  that  you  dc 
not  know  my  friend,  Benarad.  As  yoi 
know,  he  and  I  have  been  companions  fron 
childhood,  and  I  never  knew  him  to  abandoi 
a  resolution,  even  though  it  were  made,  a 
you  say,  in  hot  blood.  Moreover,  in  this, 
j.;j^p,vv  tb;it  h.r  will   he  firm." 

"The  will  of  Jehovah  be  done,"  replie( 
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Ben-Or.  "The  iictions  of  men  and  ot  nations 
are  under  the  control  of  a  higher  power.  As 
we  have  often  done  before,  so  must  we  do 
now.  We  must  commit  our  cause  tfi  Jehovah. 
I'he  eye  of  the  Lord  sees  everywhere.  He 
knows  the  story  of  my  beloved  child. 
'Though  I  take  tiic  wings  of  the  morning 
;ind  dwell  in  the  uttermost  part  of  the  sea, 
I  fven  there  shall  Thy  hand  lead  me  and  Thy 
I  right  hand  shall  hold  me.'  I  have  been 
I  thinking  for  some  time.  Xo,  Amos,  you 
I  must  not  begin  tlic  care  r>f  tiic  flock  on  the 
morrow — not  until  \\c  have  fully  committed 
our  Ruth  to  the  care  of  Jehovah,  the  God  of 
Abraham,  and  of  Isaac,  and  of  Jacob. 
You  must  go  to  Jerusalem  and  take  f)fferings 
to  the  Temple." 

*T  will  go  tomorrow,  then,"  replied 
Amos.  "To-night  I  will  go  to  the  fold  and 
bring  home  the  animals   for  the  sacrifice." 

The  little  girl,  Jakorath,  who  had  re- 
tired to  the  cottage  after  her  brother,  Ramah 
departed,  was  now  returning  with  an  empty 
basket.  She  set  herself  to  gather  up  the  re- 
maining figs,  which  were  scattered  over  the 
ground,  while  Amos  applied  himself  to  the 
task    of    carrying    the    large    baskets,    which 
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were  full,  to  the  storehouse.  The  old  man 
took  his  staff  and  walked  slowly  toward  the 
cottage. 

They  were  all  together  again  around  an 
early  evening  meal,   which  had  been   hastily 
prepared   by   Penebokerath,   the   wife  of   Boz 
and  mother  of  the  two  children,  Ramah  and 
Jakorath.      The  projected  journey  to  Jerusa- 
lem   was    discussed,    and    plans    were    being 
made  concerning  the  sacrifice  to  be  offered  at 
the  Temple.     The  meal  was  only  well  under 
way  when  the  door  opened    quietly    and    in 
walked    a    young    man.      His    intrusion    was 
without  ceremony,  and  his    manner    that    of 
one  who  was  familiar,  and  who  felt  as  much 
at  home  in  the  household  as  the  members  of 
the    family    themselves.     The  four  who  were 
assembled  at  the  supper,  showed  no  surprise, 
but  a  good  deal  of  genuine  pleasure,  as  they 
greeted  the  young  man  cheerfully,  and  made 
room  for  him  to  join  them  around  the  even- 
ing meal.     He    accepted    the    offer    and    ac- 
knowledged the  courtesy  with  a  grace  which 
betrayed    such    culture    as    might    be    found 
among  the  wealthy  neighbours  in  Tekoa  and 
other  Judean  towns.     But  his  garments  were 
of  simple  homespun  wool,  like  those  of  Am- 
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OS.     In   fact,  they  were  the    product    of    the 
industry    of    Penebokerath    and    of    Ben-Or, 
who  usually  assisted  his    daughter-in-law    at 
the    spinning    and    weaving.      The    newcomer 
was  of  n)edium  height,  and,  while  not  being 
slightly  built,  his  figure  was,  perhaps,  a  little 
below  the  average    in    stoutness.       His     face 
showed  all  the  marked  characteristics  of   his 
race.     The  rapidity  with  which    his    counten- 
ance lighted  up  with  pleasure  and  then  pass- 
ed again  into  sadness  showed  a  mood  which 
responds    readily    to    outward  circumstances, 
and  yet,  there  was  unusual  finnncss  and  sta- 
bility stamped  on  his   features. 

There  is  little  need  to  mention  tiie  name 
of  this  interesting  intruder.  The  reader  will 
already  have  guessed  that  he  was  Enoch-Ren- 
arad.  His  fathei,  Arad,  was  a  wealthy 
trader,  who  occupied  one  of  the  elegant  res- 
idences m  Tekoa.  Amos  and  l^noch-Bcnarad 
had,  while  children,  become  strongly  attach- 
ed to  each  other.  They  had  played  together 
when  very  small,  because  thc-r  homes  were  in 
close  proximity.  As  they  grew  up,  each 
found  in  the  other's  nature  so  much  that  was 
}.:^A^r-A      f^      liic    r^iin     flicit     thfir    n  tt-irlirprnt 
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grew   stronger  with   the  years.      It     was     this 
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fortunate  coinpuniunsliii)  winch  gave  Amos 
an  opportunity  to  actjuire  nnf)re  intellectual 
and  social  culture  tii.in  would  otherwise  have 
l>cen  possible  for  him.  Ames  did  not  share 
all  the  educational  adv.mt.igos  of  Enoch- 
Henarad,  but  his  keener  intellect  and  more 
retentive  memory  enabled  him  to  better  assim- 
ilate the  material  for  intellectual  culture, 
which  he  was  able  to  glean  from  his  famili- 
arity with  the  family  of  Arad. 

There  is  no  need  to  dwell  at  length  up- 
on the  relation  which  came  to  exist  between 
Enoch-Benarad  and  Ruth.  They  were  thrown 
together  by  circumstances  which  have  already 
been  described;  and,  as  they  grew  to  maturer 
years  they  naturally  learned  to  love  each 
other.  The  parents  of  Enoch-Benarad,  see- 
ing that  such  an  issue  to  their  attachment  was 
inevitable,  and  knowing  the  qualities  of 
Ruth,  offered  no  serious  resistance  to  their 
betrothal. 

After  the  sudden  and  some^^hat  mystct- 
ious  abduction  of  Ruth,  Enoch-Benarad  was 
almost  insane  with  grief.  Through  the  med- 
ium C)f  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  garrison 
at  Tekoa,  Arad  the  merchant  had  the  case 
brought  to  the  attention    t)f    king    Amaziah. 
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royal   message 


was  sent     to    the    king    of 


L'lrlom  demanding  that  Ruth  be  found  and 
sent  back  to  her  home.  Arad  offered  a 
hundred  shekels  of  gold  for  her  return. 
[Jut.  after  a  long  and  tedious  delay,  an 
answering  message  was  received  from  the 
knig  of  I'ldom,  wliich  expressed  his  regrets 
that  satisfaction  could  not  be  rendered,  and 
which  stated  that,  although  diligent  search 
had  everywhere  been  made,  no  trace  of  the 
girl  could  be  found.  Arad  tlie  merchant 
had  abandoned  hope  of  her  recovery,  and 
even  her  father,  Hen-Or,  was  thoroughly  dis- 
ct)uraged  ;  but  tlie  young  men  were  determin- 
ed not  to  give  up  without  a  struggl  md 
they  were  ready,  if  (ucasitm  rc<iuired  ,  to 
take  their  lives  in  their  hands.  Enoch-Rcn- 
arad  vowed  that,  if  Ruth  should  not  be  re- 
covered, he  would  never  marry. 

After  Enoch-Benarad  was  seated  by  the 
side  of  Amos,  he  was  told  of  the  projected 
journey  to  Jerusalem  and  of  the  sacrifice 
which  was  to  be  offered  at  the  Temple  on 
the  morrow.  Recalled  to  the  sad  subject  of 
thought,  which  had  occupied  his  mind  of 
late,  a  shadow  j)assed  over  his  countenance, 
which  had  been  momentarily  lighted  up  with 
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j)lcasurc  al  the  (hccrful  grcctinp.  In  a  few 
words  he  cxj)rcssed  his  sincere  approval,  and 
then  sat  quietly  thnikuig.  The  ofliers,  too, 
were  for  the  most  i)art  silent,  except  for  an 
occasional  remark.  Then  Enoch -Renarad 
turned  to  Bcn-Or  and  spoke:  "You  are  right, 
my  father,  that  without  the  favor  of  Jehovah 
we  can  do  nothing.  I  feel  it  more  and  more 
now.  May  God  forgive  my  rebellious  mood. 
I  was  crazed  with  gri(  Jehovah  seemed 
so  harsh  and  cruel  that  I  hated  Him.  I 
was  raving  when  I  said  that  Jehovah  was  no 
better  than  fc^reign  gorls.  My  sin  is  upon 
me.     How  can  I  be  forgiven?" 

"I  am  afraid,"  replied  Ben-Or,  "that 
none  of  us  arc  ufjright.  It  is  indeed  a  great 
sin  to  think  and  speak  thus  of  Jehovah. 
Such  thoughts  do  not  sjiring  out  of  a  pure 
heart.  You  were  thoughtless  of  Jehovah  be- 
fore the  trial  came,  or  you  would  not  have 
fallen  in  that  way.  This  trial  may  be  a  fire 
to  purify  our  hearts.  Let  us  remember  now 
that  our  Jehovah  is  a  merciful  God.  You 
know  the  song  which  we  have  often  sung  to- 
gether, when  Ruth  was  with  us: 
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"  '  Jehovah  is  merciful  and  ;;racions; 

Slow  to  anijcr,  and  ahiuidanl  in  lovin^kindnesa. 

He  will  not  always  chide  ; 

Neither  will  he  keep  his  an^er  forever. 

He  hath  not  dealt  with  us  after  our  sins, 

Nor  rewarded  us  after  our  iniquities. 

l-'or  as  the  heavens  are  high  above  the  earth, 

So  Kreat  is  his  lovingkindness  toward  them  that  fear 

him. 
,\s  far  as  the  east  is  from  the  west. 
So  far  hath  He  removed  our  transgressions  from  us. 
Like  as  a  father  piticth  his  children, 
So  Jehovah  pitieth  them  that  fear  him, 
For  He  knoweth  our  frame, 
He  remenibereth  that  we  are  dust. 


"I  am  tliinking,"  said  Enoch-Bcnarad, 
"that  I  must  offer  a  sacrifice  for  myself. 
Pcrha{)s  Jehovah  will  forgive  me  and  helf)  us 
to  find  Ruth.  I  must  think  to-night  what 
my  offering  will  be." 

After  the  meal,  the  little  [)arty  dispers- 
ed. Enoch-Benarad  went  to  his  home.  Ben- 
Or  proceeded  to  the  care  of  a  few  she-goats, 
which  were  kept  to  supply  the  household 
with  milk  and  cheese.  Amos  prepared  to  go 
to  the  fold.  In  order  to  l)ring  the  sacrificial 
animals,  a  single  ox,  the  only  beast  of  bur- 
den which  the  family  possessed,  was  harnes- 
sed into  a  cart. 
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The  sheep  had  been  brought  into  the 
fold  and  the  door  was  shut.  Roz  and  Rani- 
ah  were  partaking  of  tlioir  evening  rcj)ast, 
when  the  clatter  of  wheels  was  heard.  Roz 
stepped  around  the  fold  to  see  what  was 
coming,  and  lo,  to  his  surjirise,  he  saw  Am- 
os driving  up  at  an  i>.\-tr(jt.  On  hearing  an 
expression  of  wonder  from  liis  father,  Ram- 
ah  came  forward,  too,  and  both  awaited  the 
onconnng  vehicle. 

B(jz  was  less  zealous  in  matters  of  relig- 
ion than  his  father  and  Anuts,  but,  on  learn- 
ing of  the  purpose  nl  this  unexpected  \\^\i, 
he  agreed  that  it  was  cjuite  [iroper  to  offer  a 
sacrifice.  He  expressed  himself  in  a  business- 
like way,  which  betrayed  his  lack  of  interest 
in  religion.  "We  can  afford  to  lose  a  lamb 
from  the  fl(x^k.  It  will  do  no  harm  at  any 
rate."  Boz  was  generous  toward  his  father 
and  Amos,  but  his  interest  m  things  hardly 
extended  beyond  his  flock  and  liis  family. 
His  mother  had  been  careful  to  give  him  a 
religious  training:  but  she  died  when  he  was 
a  boy;  and  liis  subsequent  life  had  been 
spent  with  the  flock,  and  relig:c>n  had  almost 
bec(mie  a    "dead   letter"   in  his  life. 

"Our  lather  ihmks, "  said    Amos,     "that 
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the  sacriilic  dught  to  be  so  large  tluit  we 
will  feel  the  loss.  Perhaps  it  will  move  Je- 
hovah to  care  better  for  our  sister.  Our  fath- 
er thinks  that  the  offering  ought  to  be  two 
of  the  finest  rams,  a  ewe  and  a  lamb  from 
the  flock,  and  a  kid  from  the  field.  There 
IS  only  one  kid  this  season,  but  our  father  is 
iinxinus  to  offer  that  one  to  Jehovah.  Resides 
tliese,  the  offering  is  to  include  a  basket  of 
the  finest   fruit  from  the  storehouse." 

"Wha'  our  father  Ben-Or  says  must  be 
done."  said  Hoz,  "but  we  never  offered  so 
much  before.     Will   nothing  less  do?" 

"  We  have  a  great  cause  to  commit  to 
Jphv)vah,"  answered  his  brother.  "It  is  from 
the  agony  of  our  father's  heart  and  of  ours 
that  the  prayer  is  to  be  made.  We  must  not 
scruple  to  give,  where  we  ask  so  much." 

Bo7.  made  no  answer,  but  opened  the 
door  of  tlie  fold.  The  animals  were  soon 
caught  and  bound  and  placed  in  the  cart, 
and  Amos  was  on  his  way  home. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


At  the  Templi:  .wn  i\  the  Field. 


HERE  had  been  unusual  fjuicl  in  Jerus- 
alem. For  scNoral  weeks  the  hlcalinjr 
7%^  of  sheep  and  the  l(i\vm<^  oi  cattle  had 
not  l)een  heard  \n  the  Temple  courts. 
Only  Uie  sacntice  oi  a  lew  doxes  and  an  oc- 
casional offering  of  fruit  had  broken  the 
monotony.  The  officiating  priest  at  tins  time 
was  Ahiah,  a  venerable  man  with  grey  hair 
and  a  white  beard,  and  a  kind  and  nitelli- 
gent  face.  He  was  sitting  m  his  u'^ual  place 
in  the  Temple  porch,  reading  slowly  the 
story  of  Davifl  from  the  book  of  Samuel, 
and  meditating  u|)on  it.  Then  he  became 
lost  in  thought  and  began  s])eaking  slowly, 
or,  as  it  seemed,  thinking  audibly,  in  a  low 
Vfuce.  "A  hero  and  a  man  after  (iod's  own 
heart!  lUit  how  long,  long  ago!  Oh  that 
Jelunah  would  r;iise  up  a  man  in  these  later 
clays!  The  people  are  forgetting  Jehovah 
and  h.is  house  and  h.is  law."  FIc  stopped 
siK'.iking  and  looked  around  sadly  upon  the 
empty   court.      He   tap|>ed    the    floor   with    his 
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foot,  and  heard  the  echo  resounding  through 
the  empty  house. 

Just  then  a  rapid  step  was  heard  lu  the 
outer  court,  and  a  man  entered  the  Temple 
enclosure.  Enoch-Benarad  had  seen  Ahiah  a 
number  of  tmics  and  recognized  him  at 
once,  but  was  himself  unknown  to  the  priest. 
He  walked  more  slowly  and  ajiproached  the 
nlt;,r  in  a  reverent  attitude.  Ahiah  rose  and 
came  forward  to  meet  him.  "You  worship 
at  an  unusual  hf)ur,"  remarked  the  priest. 
"Are  you  a  stranger   in  the  city." 

"I  am  the  son  of  Arad  of  Tekoa,"  re- 
turned Enoch-Penara<i.  "Jehovah  has  sent  a 
great  calamity  ujxm  nic.  Myself  and  my 
friends,  who  share  the  affliction  with  me 
though  not  the  guilt  for  which  it  was  sent, 
wished  to  make  a  sacrifice  to  Jehovah,  if,  per- 
chance wc  might  reg.un  his  fa\our  and  his 
help." 

"Jehovah  is  .dways  ready  to  forgive 
those  who  t^ruly  re)ient,"  said  the  priest 
"You  do  well  to  go  to  hirii  in  your  ti.)uble. 
1  wish  all  the  people  nii;:,'ht  remember  him.  It 
may  be  that  Jehovah  will  send  a  great  na- 
tional disaster  ufx^ii  this  [)eople,  for  their 
forget  fulness  of  him  and  his  law.     Will  you 
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come  into  the  porch  of  the  Temple  and  talk 
to  mc  of  your  trouble  and  of  what  you  wish 
Jehovah  to  do  for  you?" 

Enoch-Rcnarad,  finding  in  the  priest  a 
sympathetic  hearer,  unfolded  to  him  the 
whole  story  of  his  loss  and  placed  in  his 
hand  the  offering  winch  he  brought.  It  was 
the  piece  of  very  prcc  ious  jewelry  with  which 
he  had  intended  to  decorate  his  bride  upon 
their  wedding  day.  Now,  he  was  offering  it 
in  the  Temple,  with  the  prayer  that  Jf^hovah 
keep  and  restore  to  him  again  the  oV  of 

his  heart's  affection. 

Ahiah  examined  the  offering  carefully, 
and  then  said:  "It  is  worth  a  great  dc.d  of 
money;  I  will  take  part  oi  its  value  and  buy 
a  heifer  for  your  sacrifice,  and  will  put  the 
rest  into  the  Temple  Treasury."  He  rang 
three  times  with  a  hammer  on  a  piece  of  met- 
al, which  lay  at  his  feet.  In  a  little  while 
a  door,  which  led  into  the  chambers,  open- 
ed and  a  Levite  came  out  and  stood  before 
the  priest.  Ahiah  gave  linn  money  and  in- 
structed liim  to  go  lo  the  cattle  market  and 
to  buy  a  heifer  and  bring  it  to  the  altar. 

After  the  departure  of  the  Levite,  Ahiah 
discoursed  of  the  wonderful  things  which  Je- 
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Iiovah  li;id  done  for  the  chosen  people,  of  the 
Patriarchs,  and  of  Moses,  and  of  David,  of 
the  prophets  of  old,  Elijah  and  Elisha.  He 
c.\{)resscd  his  sorrow  that  worship  at  the  pres- 
ent time  was  at  so  low  an  ebb,  that  prophe- 
cy had  become  so  degraded  that  there  seem- 
ed to  b-^  not  a  single  genuine  voice  of  God 
to  speak  to  the  people. 

The  musical  flow  of  his  words  was  in- 
terrupted by  the  rough  rattle  of  an  approach- 
nig  cart.  It  stojipcd  by  the  gate  of  the  out- 
er court  and  Amos  stepped  from  the  cart  and 
w. liked  into  the  enclosure.  He  was  introduc- 
ed to  the  priest  by  Enoch-Renarad.  Ahiah 
greeted  him  kmdly,  and,  with  genuine  sym- 
pathy in  his  manner  and  voice,  spoke  of  the 
trouble  which  had  occasioned  the  present  vis- 
it. 

They  at  once  [proceeded  to  prepare  the 
sacrifice.  Ahiah  brought  the  wood  for  the 
burnt  offering,  and  arrange  1  it  upon  the  al- 
tar, while  the  young  men  led  in  the  animals. 
With  the  help  of  Amos  and  Enoch-Renarad 
the  animals  were  slaughtered  in  the  usual 
way.  The  animal  was  hung  by  its  hind  legs 
over  a  marble  basin,  which  was  set  in  the 
stone  lloor  near  the  altar.     The  neck  of  the 
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animal  was  held  so  liiat  the  blood  poured  in- 
to the  basin.  From  llicnce  it  was  carried  off 
by  a  pipe  into  a  sewer.  'V]\c  water  from  a 
fountain,  which  was  constantly  playing  into 
the  basin,  carried  off  the  hlocjd  and  kept  the 
basin  clean.  As  tlie  blood  flowed,  a  few 
drops  were  sprinkled  upon  the  altar. 

The  portion  of   llesh    for  the  burnt  offer- 
ing was  removed  and   laid     upon     the    altar, 
and  the   fire  was  kindled.      As  the  wood   be- 
gan to  burn  and  the  fire  reached  the  offering, 
the  two  young  men  jjrostr.ited  themselves  up- 
on the  ground.    1  he  aged  priest,  as  he  stood 
by  the  altar,  bowed  his  veneral)le  head,  and, 
while  the  smoke  of  the  offering  was  ascend- 
ing toward  heaven,  he  lifted    his    voice    and 
in    passionate    elo(]uence    offered  a  prayer  to 
Jehovah,  pleading   for  the  pardon  of  the  sins 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  cause  of  those  who 
were   worshipi)ing    with   him.      The    tire    died 
upon  the  altar,   and,   as  the  young  men   rose 
from  the  ground,   Amos     felt     a     calm     come 
over  his  spirit   and   the  burden  of   his  sorrow- 
was     for     a     time  removed.      Enoch-Benarad, 
too    w;!s  o.ivvprfullv  innircssed  with  the  near- 
ness of  Jehovah,  and,    for  the  time,  he  dared 
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tu  hope  that  Jehovah  would  restore  Ruth  to 
him  again. 

When  tliis  ceremony  was  over,  the  Le- 
vite,  who  was  waiting  without,  brought  in 
the  heifer  which  was  sacrificed  in  a  similar 
manner.  In  the  second  prayer  which  was  of- 
fered by  Ahiah,  there  was  something,  which 
left  an  indelible  impression  on  the  mind  of 
Amos.  Before  the  close  of  the  {iraycr  the 
priest  cried  out  with  startling  earnestness, 
pleading  that  a  man  might  be  raised  uj)  from 
among  the  sons  of  Al)raham,  with  a  true 
spirit  of  inspiration,  and  that  Jehovah  might, 
even  yet,  agani  speak  to  his  people  through 
a  prophet. 

On  the  following  morning  Amos  joined 
his  brother  at  the  fold  to  resume  his  shep- 
herd's duties.  The  part  of  the  flock  that  he 
was  used  to  lead  had  so  long  been  unaccus- 
tomed to  the  sound  of  his  voice  that,  as  was 
anticipated,  some  difficulty  was  found  in  in- 
ducing them  to  follow  him.  Two  cords  were 
stretched  across  the  fold  to  serve  as  a  fence. 
The  sheep  which  Amos  was  to  lead  were 
placed  on  the  side  furthest  from  the  door, 
so  that  they  could  not  pass  out  when  the 
door    was    opened.      The    door    was    opened 
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and    Box.    led    his    flock   from  the   fold,   and 
away,  until  tlicy  piisscd  over  a  ridge  and  out 
of  sight.      The  door   was  closf^d   again   after 
they  had  passed    f>ut.       Amos    renuned     the 
cordage   fence  and   went   around   amongst  his 
sheep  to  renew  their  acciuaintance.     fie  called 
each  sheep    by    name    as    he    ap{>roachcd    it, 
patted  it  on  the  neck,  and  spoke  in  a   famil- 
iar way.     The  dumb    brutes,    although    they 
could    not    understand    the    meaning    of    the 
words,   knew   that   there  was  kindness   in   the 
tone  of  voice.      In  the  thick    sense    of    those 
dumb  brutes,  associatKuis  of  former  days  re- 
awakened,    and,     when  the  door  was  opened 
again,    every    sheej)    was    as    ready    to    follow 
Amos  as  if   he  had   never   been   .ibsent    from 
them.     He  led  them  towards  the  north  aboui 
half  a  mile,  to  a    patch     of    ground,     which 
had  not  been  grazed  over  during  that  season. 
The   wilderness   of    Judea    was   a   barren 
desert  of  hills    and    rocky    ravines,    bare    of 
vegetation,  the  dwelling  place  of  wild  beasts 
and  birds  (^f  prey.      The  shepherd  could  nev- 
er leave  the  flock,  even   ft^r  a  short  time,   for 
the  smaller  beasts  of  prey,  such  as  the  jack- 
al and  the  Wild  dog,  were  a  onistant  danger 
to  the  sheep.     A  few  wolves  also  roamed  the 
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wilderness.  These  would  seldom  venture  t 
attack  a  human  being  by  day,  and  the  prc.-.- 
vncc  of  the  siiepherd  with  his  flock  was  suf- 
ficient to  keep  them  away.  As  a  general 
thing,  the  shepherd  needed  no  weapon  as  a 
defence  against  wild  beasts.  It  sometimes 
happened,  however,  liiat  a  larger  beast  would 
cross  the  Jordan  from  the  forest  of  Rashan 
and  range  through  the  wilderness  of  Judea. 
For  this  reason,  and  because  of  the  further 
danger  which  sometimes  apeared  from  bands 
of  robbers,  it  was  not  thought  wise  for  a 
siiepherd  to  l)c  entirely  unarmed.  In  his 
sheepskin  wallet,  Amos  carried  an  ordinary 
sling,  wiiidi  in  a  practiced  hand  was  an  ef- 
fective weapon,  flis  only  other  weapon  was 
his  staff.  At  one  end  was  the  shepherd's 
club,  but  fixed  to  the  other  there  was  a  light 
iron  spear-point.  At  ordinary  times,  the 
sharp  pomt  was  covered  by  a  cap,  a  socket 
of  wood  with  a  leather  covering,  so  that  n 
appeared  to  be  a  simf)le  shepherd's  club: 
iuit,  when  the  cap  was  renio\cd,  the  club  was 
transformed  into  a  formidable  spear.  At 
night,  wild  beasts  were,  of  course,  bolder 
and  fiercer:  but,  as  night  apj.roached,  the 
sheep    were    safely     secured   within  the   fold, 
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and  the  sIicphiTtl  who  was  on  guard  slept  in 
a  small  mud  hut,  huilt  against  the  stone 
wall,  just  inside  the  door  of  the  enclosure. 

During  the  uneventful  days  which  fol- 
lowed, Amos,  as  he  followed  the  flock,  had 
many  idle  hours  for  thought  and  contempla- 
tion. A  sheepskin  scroll  of  Hebrew  poetry 
and  history  he  usually  carried  with  him.  He 
took  great  delight  in  poetry,  whether  it  were 
the  written  f)oetry  of  the  psalms,  or  the  un- 
written poetry  in  nature  around  and  in  the 
heavens  ;it)ove.  Rut  during  these  days,  as  he 
followed  the  flock,  the  scroll  was  largely  ne- 
glected. For  whole  days  it  lay  untr.uched. 
The  cx[)oricnces  of  the  last  few  weeks  gave 
him  ample  material  for  contemplation;  and 
the  task  which  now  lay  before  him  in  the 
future  furnished  an  even  more  pressing  sub- 
ject for  thought.  In  undertaking  to  search 
out  and  to  find  his  sister  in  Edom,  he  would 
be  taking  a  step  in  the  dark,  and  what  the 
outcome  might  be  no  one  could  tell. 

Enocli-Renarad  made  frequent  visits  to 
the  flock,  and  sometimes  remained  with  Am- 
os during  the  whole  afternoon.  At  such 
times,  their  conversation  ran  mainly  on  the 
projected    journey      through      Edom.       They 
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talked  of  the  chances  of  the  search.  Fl 
counted  the  days  that  must  j.ass  before  they 
c(iuld  set  out.  Another  official  report  was  ex- 
pected from  the  king  of  Kdom,  and  the 
young  men  wore  fioping  for  a  due  which 
might  help  them. 

On  one  d.iy,  this  hopo  was  dashed  to 
the  ground.  Amos  was  pacing  back  and 
forth  on  a  i-.w  rdlliii^  lull  and  the  shee[) 
were  scattered  about  on  the  lower  ground, 
when  his  friend  a[)pr<'a>!i('d  fnmi  the  direr- 
tion  of  Tekoa.  As  he  canie  u[).  Am<  s  greet 
ed  him  in  the  usual  manner. 

"Pence  be  with  you,"  said  '•.iiorii-Ren- 
arad,  as  he  eml)raced  Amos.  "I  bring  bad 
news  to-day.  Anotiier  messag?^  has  come 
from  the  king  of  Edom.  Pie  s;i\  ,  that  the 
whole  land  has  been  tliorouglily  MMrched  and 
no  clue  has  l)cen  fr.uiid.  He  had  it  [)ublish- 
ed  all  over  the  kingdom  that  our  luindrcrl 
shekels  of  gold  are  offered  for  the  discovery 
of  Ruth.  A  great  many  men  loined  the 
search,  to  wni  the  reward.  lie  thinks  that, 
if  she  were  in  the  kingdom,  he  surely  would 
have  been   found  before  now." 


said  Amos. 


1  he  outlook  is  certainly  discouraging, 
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dark,  we  mn^t  not  {,,v^v\  that  Jchowili  is  our 
iiuulv.  'Tlic  darkness  and  the  li^'ht  arc  Ix.th 
alike  to  him."  ' 

"Ainns,  we  must  try  (nirselves.  \Vc  can- 
not be  s.itisfied  with  a  lureif^ner's  rf'[)ort," 
said  I'-nMch-Iiriiar.id.  witli  a  detcrniincd  look 
on   his    face. 

"1  would  not  thnik  of  ^ivni}^  up  Ix'cause 
others  have  failed."  said  Amos.  "It  may 
lie  tiiat  Jchovali  ha^  reserved  the  ph'.niire  of 
the  discovery  for  us.  At  any  rate,  we  will 
trust  him  tor  the  successful  issue  of  (jur 
(juest . 

It  was  ^^ettiiif^  along  toward  evening 
when  Miioch-Benarad  returned  to  his  home. 
Amos  was  in  a  thoughtful  and  dejected 
mood  as  he  called  together  his  flock  and  led 
them  to  the  fold.  Ihey  wcie  w.itered  at  a 
spring  near  hy,  and  folded  for  the  night. 
After  Hoz  had  brought  in  his  flock,  he  set 
out,  as  he  often  did  when  Amos  was  with 
him  at  th<>  fold,  to  walk  tt)  Tekoa,  in  order 
to  spend  tlie  evening  and  night  with  his  fam- 
ily. Amos,  thus  left  al(.)ne,  after  he  had 
Imishcd  his  evening  meal,  read  for  an  hour 
from  the  scroll  of  sheepskin  manuscript  which 
he  car  leci,  and  then  lay  himself  down  to 
rest    f(  r  the  night. 
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His  Ihoiiphts  were  in    such    a    fl 


.IS 


isturbcd 

condition  that  ho  did  not  rcaddy  fall  asleep. 
As    he    lay    on    his  rouj,'h  bed.   his  thou^lits 
kept   runninj,'   rapidly   over  the  events  of  the 
last    few   weeks,    and,    without    dwelling  upon 
.my  one  suhjert.  they  kept  passing   from  one 
thing  to  another  in  such  a  rapid  whirl,  keep- 
ing up  such  an  agitati.-n  in     his    mind    that 
his    hrain    was    wearied    and    his    head    was 
aching.     !Ic  was  at  last   falling  into  a  troubl- 
ed  sleep,   when   suddenly  he  was  wide  awake 
witli  the  impression  that  he  had  heard  an  un- 
usual  sound.      He  sat   up  in  bed  and   listened 
and     thought     that     he     heard   light    f-.ot steps 
ap[)roaching  the   fold. 

(Juickly  he  sli|)p"d  out  of  brrl,  picked 
up  a  Ix.w  from  aiiif.ng  the  weapons  which 
were  iymg  in  tlip  liut,  and  a  (  ■;  pie  of  ar- 
lows,  and  climbed  noiselessly  to  the  "I'.ok- 
out"  on  the  wall.  The  "lookout"  was  a 
place  so  constructed  that  a  man  could  stand 
and  see  what  was  going  on  outside,  without 
being  himself  seen.  Peering  out  in  the  di- 
rection from  which  the  sound  seemed  to 
rome,  he  saw  a  man    standing    looking    over 

the    fold        T-Tf»    \»-nc    -,    l'^■^-^^^ —     _^.]         ,i  ■ 

" ^tiiijiv.;,    uTrvj    iRitning 

could    be    learned     from  his  appearance  and 
garb,  except  that  they  were  rougher  than  us- 
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u.il.  After  tlio  inan  had  lonked  the  fold  ov- 
er from  a  distaiirc  of  about  a  hundred  cub- 
its, he  '  aiur  a  little  nearer  and  walked  noise- 
lessly aroiiiul  It.  He  seemed  to  note  the  po- 
sition '<i  the  d(,(T  and  the  iieight  and  struct- 
ure of  tiie  wall.  Tiien  he  turned  and  walk- 
ed aw;  >•  111  a  south-westerly  direction  to- 
w.ird  ih'-  fr.ld  ,,f  Ariian.  It  war  a  large 
f'ld,  .'iiMiit  a  mile  and  a  half  away,  which 
bel(Mige(i  to  Arnaii.  one  of  the  wealthy  sheep 
and   CM'  le   ra^er>   of    Tekoa, 

Ail;.  IS  could  see  the  man  plainly  through 
the   st;ir!i:,rl,t    nij'lit.      He   s.iw   him    stop   at    a 
distan.  e    from    the    fold    of    Arnan,    and   look 
It    f'ver     m     a     w,iy    .mnlar  to  the  manner  in 
nhich   he  had  examined  the   fold  of   Ben-Or. 
Hut,    ;,s   he   drew    nearer   and   was   looking  at 
the    do.)-,    he   jumped     suddenly     aside     and 
th,en     -in     swiftly   to  the  distance  of  a   how- 
s'lot    frr m   the    fold.      Amos  conjectured  that 
an  arr  w    had  been  shot,  either  to  wound  the 
m,in    or   to   warn    him   away.      Then    the   man 
walked   i|uukly   away  toward  the    south    and 
eist    uMtil    he   passcf!    over   a    ridge.      But,    as 
-""''   -'^^  I'f^  'vn-   .ait   of  sight  of  the    fold  of 
Arn.in   ho  chaii.^ed   Ins  direction   and   worked 

his    Wa\'     t(iW;irr]     llio     n.  .rt  l,^r>-.<r-f  A, i    i 

sec  hiiii    from   time  to  time  as  he    made    his 
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way   amonp  the   low  hills,   until   he  was   lost 
to  -sif^'ht. 

It  did  not   sorni  prudent  to  Amos  to  go 
to   sleep   at   onre.    so   he   remained   on   watch 
Hut     as     day     was   breaking  he   lay   down   to 
rest  until   Ins  brother  should  arrive  with    food 
for  the  breakfast.      Before  the  return  of  R,,/, 
however,  Anios  wa^  awakened  by  a  call   fn-ni' 
without.      At     the     second   call   he   recognized 
the  voice  of  a  yr.ung  shepherd   from  the   fold 
"f   Arna-).      The   shepherd   had   come   over   to 
apprize  Amos  and  Boz  r.f  the  mysterious  mid- 
night    visi«.     and     to  warn   tliem   that   trr,ul)Ie 
might   be   brewing.      Amr>s   tolrl    the   shepherd 
that   he,   too,   h,,d   seen   the  stranger,    and   en- 
tertained  the     same     suspicion     that     mischief 
was  intended.      After   Roz  arrived   the  matter 
wa>  discussed  at  some  length.   It  was  thought 
tn   he   unlikely   that   the   mysterious    midnight 
visitor     was     alone     m     the     wilderness.      Rut 
tliere  was  no  rlue  as  to  how   manv   might   be 
with    hmi     in     hiding    among  the  rocks  and 
raves  which    lay   off  to  the  east,     nor     as     tn 
who   they   were   or   what    might    be   their   i)ur- 
P<'se.      It     was     decided     that   Roz   should   re- 
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main   with   Amos   daring   \hn  nio-Jit 
une  should   keep  watch  ^vh lie  tli^  other 'slept'. 
On  that  day  Amos  was  on  the  same  hill 
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where    Enoch-Bcnarad    had    found    him    the 
day      before.         Amos,      however,      possessed 
too    active    a     disposition     to     he    upon    the 
ground    for  a   hirge   part  r,f  the  dav,   as  was 
tlie  habit  of  many   shepherds.      He  was  pac- 
ing   bark     n:,d    f-Tih   on   the  top  of  the  hill 
when  h.s  attention  was  attracted  bv  an  unus- 
"■■1   stir  in   the  villnj^^e  of  -r^eko.,.      I„     ^     few 
moments,    a    p.rty   of   ,„:.,    from    the  garrison 
rame      mto     v,ew     .-.round     the     fortress     and 
marched     toward     the     wilderness.       As     they 
came   nearer,    Amos   n.aiced     that     thev     were 
thirty  men   m  all,   and   diat   fifteen  were  arm- 
rd    uitli    l„,ws    iuul    arrows    and    swords     and 
the    others    with     spears  and  swords.     Amos, 
'''"'   ''''^     ■'^"    ^"'■''    '-^n   occurrence   a   number 
-f   tu„es,    k!:ew     th.t     U     was   a     search-party 
trom  the  ganiso,,  :  ,,„<]  the   formidable  weap- 
on's    which     they     earned     suggested   that   the 
quest    ini-ht    be  .1  dangrnms  one. 

Auios  walked  to  a  plnce  where  he  saw 
t'"-y  would  pass  and  awaited  tlie.r  approach 
•Vi.at,  th.  lea.ier  of  the  partv.  who  knew 
Aihos.  hailed  h.s  men.  addressed  Amos,  and 
.Pro(  reded  to  make  some  enquiries,  fie  asked 
'!     '"'v     strnige    men     had   been   seen  around 


t  Mprf       /Illy. 


iast   lew  dciys.     Amos,   in 


^ 


/  ■    THE    TFMI'LE   AXD   IN    THE    FiFLD.       r,g 

answer  related  the  occurrence  of  the  night  i,e- 
lore. 

''He  must  have  been  one  of  the  eanjr  " 
-i.d  Sehat.     And  then  he  explau.ed  to  Am- 
-'S  the    occas.on    of    the    present    expeduion. 
A   messa.^^e  had   arrived    from    Hethlehem   say- 
■ng  that  a   hand   ,.f  robbers,   who  had   n,ade 
i'cmselves  notorious  m  the  reg.on  of    >rusa- 
len.     was  attacked,    and   that   some  had   been 
captured,     but     others     escaped.      Tliev     were 
pursued     n,to    the     w.lderness.     but  had   been 
I'-t    s.ght    of.      Some    ro[>ber,es.    committed 
shortly  after  near  Betlilefiem,  seemed  to  mdi- 
ca  e  the    direction    wh.rh    the    fugitives    had 
taken;   and    ,t   was   believed   that     thev     were 
now    in   hiding   somewhere   about   the 'wilder- 
ness of  Tekoa.     The.r  number  was  hs:  uh.,, 
'H-y    left   the   reg.,n   of  Jerusalem,    but.    seen 
mar  Bethlehem,  another  had   jo.ned  them 

Sebat  was  an  expert  at  tliat  kind  of 
-ork.  He  knew  all  the  caves  and  hiding- 
P  aces  for  miles  around,  and  he  suppose^! 
tHat  he  could  locate  the  position  where  the 
present  g  of  ,^(,^^^^  j^^^^j   ^.^^,^^j  ^^^^^.^  ^^^^ 

I  be.ievethey  are  ,n  the  cave  vonder.'' 
f'e  said,  pointing  away  toward  a  rne.ed  o:,r^ 
-y^^^  vviiderness.  "If  they  are  thrre.  then" 
-'less  they  have  kept  a  watch  and  ha  et.^ 
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us  coining,   wr  Iiiivc  tln'm   in  a  trap.      f3iit   we 
must  move  carefully." 

'M;iy  Jehov.ih  give  yon  snrress  to  fnul 
the  den,  and  pr-.spor  y..ur  arms  when  you 
meet  the  gang,"  replied  Amos. 

The  party  man  lied  ,,ff  m  the  directi.^n 
where  the  leader  h,,d  pM,nted.  and  were  soon 
"Ut  of  sight  l.eliind  tin-  lidls. 

That  d.iy  i:nrK  h-Henarad  paid  Amos  a 
viMt.  He  kiuw  that  .Srhat  and  his  men  had 
K'-ne  nut,  hut  the  pur,.Mse  of  th,>  expedition 
had  not  been  put)li\lied  m  Tekoa.  Enoch- 
Bcnarad  was  reclining  at  full  length  upon 
the  hilKide,  and  Amos  was  sittnig  by  h.s 
sule.  Their  conversation  ran  upon  the  roh- 
hcrs  and  upon  the  soldiers  who  had  gone  to 
limit   tiiem. 

"Well,"  said  FCiiocli-Renarad,  ".Sebat 
must  be  up  to  sometlimg.  IL^  has  l^een  away 
=>  long  time  and  we  have  not  heard  a  sound. 
It  may  be.  as  you  say,  that  he  is  surround- 
ing the  cave  and  preparing  to  surprise  the 
robl,ers.  With  the  wind  as  it  ,s,  we  would 
hear  some  sound    from  a   fight." 

Then,  as  if  it  came  in  answer  to  the 
words  which  had  just  been  spoken,  the  sound 
of    shouting   was    faintly   heard     in     the     dis- 
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tancc.       The    yr.ung    men     listened    intently. 
1  lien   the  sound  ceased. 

"Ihcy  have  made  short  \v..rk  of  it  " 
said  Lnoch-Renarad. 

"Ves,"  returned  Amos.  "Sehat  and  his 
men  str.ke  u-,th  a  u,II  when  thev  come  to 
close  quarters.  It  ,s  l.kely  that  thev  surpris- 
ed the  rohhcrs.  I,  u,ll  i.e  a  wond'er  ,f  one 
ot   the  villams  is  alive  hy  this  tune." 

When     the    returninj.;-     M.ldiers    came     in 
s'ght,   It   re(iuired  only  a   mouient's  glance  to 
mark    that    thorough    work    had,    n)deed    been 
done.      Iwenty-eight    men    were   walking   and 
tuo  were  being  carried,  either  dcd  r.r  wound- 
ed :  but  there  was  not  a  prisoner.     As  the  sol 
chers    came    up,     Amos    and   Enoch-Rr^narad 
met   them   and   accosted   Sebat    r,.  enr,u,re  of 
the  affair  with  the  robbers.  Sebat  allowed  his 
men   to  march   on.   but  he  himself  stormed  to 
relate  what  had  taken  place. 

''We  found  them  where  I  thought  thev 
-ould  be."  he  said.  "We  hemmed  them  ,n 
.-'-s  quietly  as  we  could  and  almost  made  a 
complete  surprise.  As  .som,  as  they  found  us 
<'"t.  we  made  a  rush,  and  in  a  little  while 
>t  was  all  over.  As  you  see.  one  of  our  n..n 
'■^  killed  and  another  has  a  broken  le.x.  We 
killed   five  of  the  robbers  on  the  spol  where 
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wc  foiinrl  thcin.  Oiic  broke  away  and  ran. 
Three  (»f  my  men  were  right  after  him. 
They  nearly  had  hirn  when  he  turned  aside 
and  jumped  over  a  cliff.  '1  he  soldiers  were 
in  no  hurry  as  they  climi)ed  down,  for  they 
knew  that  he  would  •  •<{  run  again.  Tlicy 
found  him  alive,  hut  -everely  injured.  Wc 
hauled  Uv,v.  up  and  started  to  carry  him  witii 
'1  ••  hut,  at  the  foot  of  yonder  hill  he  let  us 
kiu.w  that  he  was  one  of  those  swine  from 
Ldom.  We  dropped  him  on  the  ground  and 
left  Inm.  The  jackals  will  have  a  feast  to- 
night." After  he  finished  his  story,  Scbat 
hastened  on  to  overtake  Ins  men. 
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niAPTER  III. 
The  Robber. 

MOS  and  EiK.rh-Bcnarad  looked  at  each 
'▼()T.  '^'^''^''  '"  silence  for  a  moment,  and 
^y;;/;':S     then  both  said  at  once,  "fnnn  Edom." 

"We  must  see  him,"  said  Enoch-Ren- 
arad. 

"It  is  a  remarkal-Ie  happening."  said 
Amos.  "It  may  he  that  Jehovah  is  already 
throwing  liglit  ui)on  our  way  to  jT„K]e  us 
Let  us  carry  the  man  to  the  hut  and  fake 
rare  of  him.  Who  can  know  how  much  he 
mi-ht  he  al)lc  to  tell  about  affairs  ,n  Ec'om. 
11  he  lives,  he  may  be  of  use  to  us  in  tlie 
future." 

They  set  off  at  a  run  toward  the  place 
where  the  man   was   left. 

"We  must  set  aside  on.  .version  to  for- 
n^ners  for  the  time.  We  will  be  more  ac- 
'ustomed  to  their  company  when  we  go  into 
Edom,"  remarked  Enoch-Bcnarad. 

"I  believe,"  returned  Amos,  "that  Jeho- 
vah, our  Gorl,  has  a  care  ovc''  i'-'^-rr-  -■-■  ]' 
as   ..ver   his  chosen   people.      Even    ihe'belsts 
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of  tlio  firlfl  r.rc  cnred  for.  The  Edomitcs 
arc  worslii|)[)rrs  of  idols  and  great  sinners 
against  Clod,  but  Jehovah  punishes  them  f.  r 
their  sin;  and  the  afflictions,  which  he  sends 
upon  them,  show  tiiat  he  is  interested  to  cor- 
rect them.  I  believe  tliat  Jehovah  is  pleased 
when  his  people  lay  a^ide  their  pride  and 
sliow  kindness  to  the  stranger." 

"  This  man  is  not  only  a  stranger  but  a 
robber  and  a  murderer,"  said  Knoch-Bcnar- 
ad. 

"J<"'iovah  has  [)unished  him,"  said  Am- 
os,     "lie  may   be  dead   now." 

As  they  were  coming  down  the  hill,  at  a 
r.ijiid  walk,  to  where  the  robber  lav,  a  groan 
showed  tliem  that  lie  was  yet  alive.  As  they 
knelt  beside  him  to  see  how  l)adly  he  was 
iiurl.  he  ciilled  for  water.  Amos  had  a  little 
left  in  the  leather  bottle  which  he  carried, 
and  he  put  it  to  the  robber's  lips.  Then 
they  t.iok  him  up  and  carried  hmi  toward 
the  iold.  resting  from  time  to  time  to  ease 
the  injured  man.  As  they  passed  the  place 
where  the  flock  was  grazing,  Amos  called  to 
the  sheep  to  follow.  They  were  unused  to 
Mich  an  escort,  but  tliey  knew  the  voice  of 
Amos,   and  resfumded  to  the  call. 

I  he  l:domite  was  carried  into    the     fold 
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c   rr.ufhcs,    of 
in   tlio   Mtit.      Knorli- 


socurc  modic- 


which  thrrr  wore  two 
Ronrrad  liastencd  to  Tokoa  to 
al  aid,  while  Amos  f^ave  his  attention  to  th( 
sufferer.  The  latter  was  },'r.  .aninj:,'  feebly, 
and  in  a  whispererl  \oire  he  askeri  for  more 
water.  Amf)S  ran  and  hrourrht  some  from 
the  spring,  which  w.is  near  by.  Then  to  the 
best  of  his  al)ihty.  he  arrani,'ed  the  j)osition 
of  the   injured   roblxT   ni   such 


a  wav   that  he 


Would   rest   a 


s  easilv 


the 

W.  Ill 


mitrht 


an( 


at 


^anie  time,    he   assured   tlie   latter   that   he 
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he  c.irer 


1    f 


or. 
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ten  Anios  was 


I'riiij^niii;   Ins   shee[)   mt 
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the  fold  to  secure  thi  in  for  the  ni<.,f!it,  lie 
notired  that  Roz  was  comm^j  into  view,  with 
his  sheej),  as  usual,  not  so  ni;uh  followinf^ 
him  as  accomi)anying  hiiii.  Hoz  hid  so  far 
identified  the  welfare  of  Ins  lite  with  the 
welfare  of  his  flock,  anrl  the  sheep  had  be- 
come so  stro'  dy  attached  to  hiin  th.;t,  when 
the  flock  was  in  motion,  the  sheei)  \ :.  d  with 
each  other  which  should  walk  nearest,  to  the 
shepherd.  Everyone  of  them  had,  while  it 
was  yet  a  lamb,  been  carried  from  i-Iace  to 
place  in  his  arms.  fk)z  had  not  a  literary 
interest    and    h^\-p   r^(   ,-r%.-.«,......i. .*._,.        .1 

we  have  already   noticed    in   Amos,    to   while 
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lanihs  to  walk  over  hi^  h-cly,  or  tliev  would 
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"-ni};ht.  The  d.iiij^M>r  which  we 
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((itulitK'ii.  \i>\i  iirc  iK't  surprised  .it  tli.it,  as 
you  siiy,  l)ut  there  is  more  to  tell.  I  lie  sol- 
diers leit  the  woiui(1(m1  in.in  iii  the  wilder- 
ness, hut  ICiKx  h-Menarad  and  iiiyselt  have 
rarried  him  to  the  fold,  when-  we  me.in  to 
take  rare  of   him." 

"If  \ou  me. Ill  1o  (he, it  the  \iiltures  and 
iarkals,"  s.iid  Hoz.  "I  <.l>|e(t.  Tiny  .ire  ^c\- 
tin^  hungry.  A  vulture  ImvckmI  .it)o\e  the 
flock   to-day    for   hours," 

"The  man  is  from  hldom,"  continued 
Amos,    "and " 

lie  was  interrui)ted  by  his  brother,  who 
broke  into  Ins  speech  with  con sider.ible  vio- 
lence. "Have  you  f^roiit^ht  one  of  those  for- 
eijjjn  clours  into  the  foldr"  ^'ou  must  be  be- 
side \oursclf.  Vou  always  h;id  straii'^e  no- 
tions, but  tins  seems  beyond  reason.  We 
have  no  cause  to  love  the  Edomite  .  I  would 
enjoy  cutting;  off  the  swine's  head." 

Amos  knew  from  loncj  experience  that  it 
was  little  use  to  try  to  pcrsu.ule  his  brother 
to  sympathize  with  his  own  sentiments  to- 
ward his  fellow  men.  Tiie  thicker  intellect 
and  narrower  sympathies  of  I'oz  seemed  in- 
capable of  developing;  notions  of  universal 
brotherhood.  He  sh.ired,  with  the  majority 
of  his  nationality,  a  r-oiitemnt   for   forcit^ners. 
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I  lie   recnit    w.ir   ;ind     the     dis.i^ter     which     it 
liad  occasioned  to  the   family  u{  Rcn-Or  had 
J^reatly  aiicrrnented  his  I)ittenirss  against  any- 
thing  wliiCh   savored   of   the   land   of    Edoni. 
-"Moreover,    the     fact     tlial     the     injured     man 
w.is  a  rohhor  gave  C)!:;  1  (ause   for  animosity. 
•Soiiie     (wperiences     whidi     \U>/.     had     passed 
tiu-ough   while  watcliiii!;-  Ins   fl<,cl<   in  the  rcgi- 
"11   of   tile  wilderness,     had     f..sfered     m     his 
mind     a     hatred     for     robbers,     e(]ua]   tf)  that 
which  he  now  enurtamcd   toward  the  Edom- 
ites.      Aipos  made   no  attempt   to   induce  any 
change  of  opinion   in  the  mind  of  his  broth- 
er, or  any  change  of   feeling  toward  the  man 
who  lay   in  the  hut  ;  i)ut   he  simply  explained 
that.  111  view  of  the  expedition  which  he  and 
Enoch-Benarad   projjosed   to    make     into    the 
land  of  Edom,  a  great  deal  of  useful  infor- 
mation might  be  gamed   from  one    man    who 
was  born  and  bred   in  that  land. 

"Vou  will  l)e  wasting  your  time  by  such 
a  journey,"  said  Boz.  "Vou  cannot  find 
our  sister,  and  are  likely  to  be  killed  somc- 
wiicrc  in  the  land  of  Edom.  Vou  and  En- 
och-Benarad are  mad,  to  think  of  making 
such  a  wild  adventure.  The  Edomitc<,  fail- 
ed to  find  her  m  their  own  land.  How  can 
foreigners  and  Grangers  succeed .=" 
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Amos  was  accustomed  to  meet  the  mat- 
ter of  fact  skepticism  of  his  brother  with  a 
simple  coniphicenry  of  faitli,  which  at  once 
quieted  and  puzzled  the  unspiritual  Boz,  to 
whom  the  deeper  religious  feelings  and  the 
mystery  of  faith  were  something  which  he 
little  understood  or  had  a  will  to  investigate 

"The  eye  of  Jehovah  sees  everywhere," 
said  Amos.  "The  darkest  cftrner  of  Edom 
is  as  open  to  him  as  is  the  Temple  of  Solo- 
mon itself.  lie  knows  what  has  been  the 
fate  of  our  sister,  and  if  he  will,  he  can 
guide  us  to  her.  I  liave  had  a  strange  ex- 
perience during  the  last  few  weeks.  The 
feeling  has  come  over  me  and  has  been 
growing  upon  me,  that  we  will  find  our  sis- 
ter Ruth  again.  At  times  the  thought  comes 
with  a  r.iystericjus  subtilty  and  with  such 
power  that  for  the  tune  1  find  it  impossible 
to  doubt.  It  vas  only  yesterday,  before 
Enoch-Benarad  joined  me  in  the  field,  that 
the  mysterious  influence  came  over  me  again, 
and  its  import  seemed  clearer  than  before. 
As  I  was  musing,  my  contemplation  was, 
first,  upon  the  affairs  of  the  morning  and 
the  expected  visit  of  my  friend  from  Tekoa. 
Then  my  thoughts  passed  to  matters  of  re- 
ligion and  of    human    affection    until     Jeho- 


50 


Tjie  Prophct. 


vah's   goodness,    our   own   sinfulness   and    un- 
worthinrss,    and   my    longing   to   sec  our   'est 
sister    were    all    cominnigln^g    in    my    mmd 
My  m\ml  seemed  to  awaken  beyond'  its  usu- 
al    intelligence    and  activity.     Ouirkly  there 
passed  before  me  a   panorama   of  our   family 
life,  a  picture  of  affection  and  the  l)rightnr-ss 
f'f  joy,   in  which     Rutli    was    the     light     and 
warmth     of     the   houselmUl :   then    a   darkness 
fell   upon  the  f)icture  as  the  light  was  remov- 
ed  from  the   family  circle:  and     there    came 
over  me  a  sudden  and  a    great     longing    to 
have  GUI    sister   with    us   again.      It    was  ^)nly 
a     moment's    duratum,   and  then   all   anxietv 
passed   suddenly     away.      The     one     thought 
which    occu[)icd    my    mmd    was    that    she    will 
be    restored.      I'or    the  moment   hope  flashed 
to   Its    full    brilliancy   and    flooded   everything 
with   Its   light,   and   all   doubt   was   dispelled. 
Then  a  sadness  settled  over  my    spirit,     and 
the    light    of    hope    which  had  lifted  me  up 
was  veiled   in   sadne.s  until   it  was   like  unto 
a  funeral  taper.     The  experience  passed  away 
leaving  a   feeling  of    mingled     sadness     and 
liope,     a     sense    which,   while   forbidding  me 
to  despair  and  imjielling  me  on,   drew  a  veil 
before  me,   leaving  the   future    in     semi-dark- 
ness,    into     whitii     I   ((iiijd   (),ii\-   poor   a    little 
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way.  Other  experiences  of  a  similar  kind 
have  come  upon  mc  during  the  last  few 
weeks  while  I  have  been  alone  with  the  flock 
They  must  come  from  Jehovaii,  for  I  cannot 
account  for  tlicm  in  any  other  way  ;  and  the 
one  thing  which  they  appear  to  teach  most 
plainly  is  that  Ruth  will  be  one  day  restored 
to  us;  but  when,  and  how,  and  by  wliose  in- 
strumentality IS  left  in  darkness  as  dense  as 
that  of  Egypt." 

Boz  made  no  reply,  but  rc-nained  silent, 
as  was  his  custom  when  a  relisj^ious  subject 
was  brought  before  him  in  anything  l)ut  a 
businesslike  way.  He  somctiincs  spoke  ol 
Jehovah  or  of  a  religious  dut\-,  but  in  the 
'-ame  cold  and  feelinglcss  m;i;iner  in  which 
he  would  discuss  an  affair  of  business,  such 
as  the  sale  of  wool  or  a  bar-ain  m  cloth. 
Any  deep  religious  emotion  wiis  foreign  to 
fiis  nature,  and  he  was  uiial)le  lo  enter  into 
sympathy  with  such  a  (luality  when  it  aj)- 
[)eared  in  another  of  a  more  spiritual  mind. 
However,  he  believed  that  there  might  be 
something  real  and  genuine  in  the  display  of 
what  seemed  to  him  an  unintelligible  senti- 
ment. When  his  father  or  brother  sp()ke  in  a 
icligious  strain,  Boz  would  list>  n  in  silence 
.iiid   iiivikc  ilO  rcj)ly. 
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When  Amos  finished  his  speech  and  mark- 
ed that  Bo7.  had  passed  into  his  usual  atti- 
tude of  silent  acriuiescence.  he  knew  that  no 
more  opposition  would  be  made  to  his  plans 
as  to  the  care  of  the  Kfiomite  robber.  Ac- 
customed to  his  brother's  moods,  he  under- 
stood that  the  silence  mo;.nt  an  unwilling  as- 
sent, or,  at  least,  the  withdrawal  of  all  op- 
position. 


After    a    rapid    walk    to  Tekoa,   Enoch- 
Benarad  was  n..t  long  ,n  finding  the  man  for 
whom  he  was  Io.,kn,g;     and,     aided     by     tnc 
yellow     glittrr     of  gold,    he  easily   ,,ersuaded 
him  to  make  an   immediate  visit  to  the   fold 
of   Ben-Or,    and   to  go   [)rcparcd   to   bandage 
the  bruises  and  to  mend  the  broken  bones  of 
an   Ednmite.      From  among  the  medical  men 
of  Tekoa,  it  had  been  c'ccided  that  Perisckal 
was  the  most  suitable  man  t..  engage     for    a 
private  and  secret  job.      In    times    gone    by, 
some    dark    suspicions    h.id    been    whispered 
abroad     with     regard  to  the  man's  character 
but  he  had  the  merited  reputation   for  unusu- 
al skill  and  the   further  capacity   for  keeping 
a   secret   as  close  as   if   ,t   were  hidden    in   the 
grave.      The    man    was    sp.ire    of    flesh    and 
'^    •■^'H  '*^  ^"<-"  iiiuDs,  and  with  black 
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eyes  which  seemed  to  penetrate  one  because 
of  the  steadiness  of  will  with  which  he  con- 
ccntrrted  their  gaze. 

For  a  si);ice  of  time  eciual  to  about  two 
hr)urs,  the  nirdical  man  l.ilioured  with  the  in- 
jurrd  bandit.  Amos,  who  Imd  left  his  sup- 
per half  eaten,  remU  red  what  little  assistance 
he  could  liy  carr\in}.,^  water  to  bathe  away 
the  clotted  blood  and  by  little  services  m 
connection  with  the  bandaj.^cs.  Besides  severe 
l)odily  bruises  and  a  few  broken  bfnies,  tliere 
was  a  large  gash  in  the  left  cheek,  which 
looked  as  if  it  had  been  torn  by  a  sharp 
point  of  projecting  rock.  I  he  flesh  was  lac- 
erated on  either  side  of  the  gash,  which  was 
torn  open  to  almost  the  length  of  a  finger. 
As  Pcrisekal  adjusted  the  torn  flesh  and  ap- 
plied the  bandages,  he  remarked  that  the 
man  would  carry  a  mark  ff>r  life,  which 
would  identify  him  as  far  as  one  could  see 
his  face.  "That  must  have  been  done  before 
he  reached  the  ground,"  continued  the  phys- 
ician. It  could  not  have  happened  through 
falling  on  the  rocks,  for  the  flesh  around  is 
not  so  badly  bruised  as  it  woiilrl  be  in  a  case 
like  that.  He  seems  to  have  been  caught  by 
a  sharp  point   during   the    fall." 
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man,  '  returned  Amos.     "It  may  remind  him 
of  his  punishment  and  do  something  toward 
brin{,nng      ah^ut      his    reformation.       At    all 
events,  if  he  returns  to  his  old  trade,  he  will 
be  known  wherever  he  i>  seen.      Jf  he  comes 
to  !.e  known   as  a   roI,her  with   that  mark  up- 
<>n   Ins    face,    he  will   ucsrr  dare  to  appear   in 
broad  daylight  so  1,,;,,;  a.  he  lives,   but  only 
on   dark   nights   anrl   tlun    not    far     from     his 
den.      It   is  to   he  li.-pcd   that   the  prospect   of 
such     a     predicament     will    scare   him   into   an 
honest   path    for  the   future." 

"\ou  forget,"  said  the  more  e.xpericnced 
doctor,   "that  he  may  not   he  a  regular  high- 
wayman but  only  an  honc.t   Edomite.     While 
at  home  among  Ins  own  people  he  may  be  as 
lionest   as  the  day.       In   the  present  state  of 
feeling  between  our  land  and  his.  the  Edom- 
itc  would   not   think    It   a   disgrace  to  rob  the 
people  of  Judea.      If  he  slmuld  go  buck  with 
his  sfK.il   III  his  hand  and  a   big  story  to  tell 
of  violence  done   in   the   land  of     Juda      the 
Ficople  w.juld  make  him  the  hero  of  the  'hour 
It    IS    true    that  the  king  has  sworn  to  keep 
the  peace,   but   what   is  that   to  the  people  of 
l-dom        The     soldiers     will     wink     at     such 
a  law  and  give  their  support  to  the  man  who 
rirra.ks    it.       !'>o 
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case  like  this  unless  tlicy  arc  threatened  with 
fire  and  brimstone.  The  man's  scar  will  on- 
ly be  a  badge  of  honor  there." 

"There  is  wisdom  in  that,"  said  Amos. 
"And  as  soon  as  the  man  is  strong  enough 
to  talk  and  think  freely,  Enoch-Rcnarad  and 
myself  purpose  to  draw  from  him  the  story 
of  his  life,  and  whatever  other  information 
lie  can  give  us  concerning  the  land  of  Edom. 
But  it  seems  to  me  that  the  man  will  not 
have  much  reason  to  glory  in  the  scar  on  his 
face,  for  he  will  carry  home  no  spoil  from 
this  expedition,  and  he  received  his  wound 
not  in  a  fight  but  in  a  fall,  and  he  will  owe 
his  escape  not  to  his  own  skill  and  bravery 
but  to  the  clemency  of  his  enemies." 

"That  is  it  in  plain  word  ,"  said  the 
practitioner,  with  a  touch  of  humour  in  his 
voice.  "That  is  what  happened  on  this  side 
of  the  Salt  Sea.  You  understand  the  situa- 
tion, but  the  people  across  the  valley  do 
not;  and  this  Edomite  will  carry  home, 
graven  on  his  features,  the  groundwork  upon 
which  he  can  fabricate  a  big  .story." 

The  medical  man  was  now  holding  the 
hand  of  his  patient  and  watching    his     face. 

dued    tone.       In  the  course  of  the  operation. 
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wl..ch    <,UK.,c<I    ,1,0    nor^cs    u.kI    I, ,"  "o,      £ 

The  doclor  fixr.l   h„„  u„h   h,s  evo '  ,„      w,,l 

c„  e..p  .„ned  ,„  ,hc  suffcnn^  „.a„  ,he  „    ! 
u  e  of  h,s  ,njur,es.  gave  A,„„s  instrucons  as 

neccss  ty  of  Iy,ng   perfectly   ,,uiet.      He  then 
bade  them   farcwpll    n,,^ 

ictrcweii,  and,   mountine  his  bemf 
-set  out  toward  Tekoa. 

Thus   left  alone   with    his   mt.rnf     A 
approached   .he  co„ch   and,   af,     '  ^ak.nr^ 
few  words  of  enrouraeemen,,   n„,„n  tlA 
u,e,na„.ha,  he„eedl,avenofear"    for    ho 
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was  among  those    who    purjioscd     to    be    his 
friends.       The     man     was     suffering    greatly 
tn.m   his  injuries,   and  called    from     time    to 
time  for  a  suf)  of  water,  which  was  sufjplied 
l)y   Amos   from   a   rough   earthen   vessel.      He 
managed  tf.  eat  some   food  which  Amos  {)re- 
[)arcd     for     him     from   the    fragments  of   the 
^ upper.     At   last,   weary  with   watching,   Am- 
os filled  his  leathern  bottle  with  water.    Then 
he  plucked  a  hollow  twig   from  the  structure 
of  the  hut,  which  he  made  to  serve  as  a  tube. 
The  tube  was  j)laccd   by  the  patient's  mouth 
and  the  bottle   in  reach   of  the  tube,   so  that 
the  man  could   draw   water   from     the    bottle 
through  the  tube  witlK)ut  lifting  a  hand,  and 
could  thus  moisten  his  lips  from  time  to  time 
without  assistance.     Amos  then   lay  down  on 
the  other  couch  and  slept. 

In  the  morning,  after  Amos  had  given 
attention  to  the  injured  man,  Enoch-Renarad 
and  Boz  arrived  from  Tckoa.  It  had  been 
agreed  that,  until  the  patient  should  be  able 
to  help  himself  a  little,  Enoch-Renarad 
would  remain  at  the  f<.ld  during  the  day, 
while  Amos  was  away  with  the  flock.  While 
Amos  was  eating  some  breakfast  from  the 
food  which  Boz  had  brought  along  with  him. 
he  related  the  events  of 
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he  v.s.t  r,f  Porisckal.  h.s  troatn.nn  of  the 
l^dornitr,  and  the  directions  which  ho  left 
After  Amos  had  finished  h.s  breakfast.  Fn- 
och-Henarad  tor,k  h,s  ,,„.t  ,n  the  h-.t  as 
nurse,  while  the  two  l,rothers  proceeded  to  the 
discharge  of  their  daily  duties  in  the  field 

The    office    of    (miporary    nurse,     which 
f-.noch-Renarad  was  „nw    taking    upon    him- 
soif,    w;,s  one    for   which    his   nafural    disposi- 
fon   well    fitted    hiin.      |-..r   a    tune,    he  ou.ld 
adapt  himself  fo  the  tenderer  services  of  life 
w.th     the    aptitude    of  a  woman,   and   throw 
h>s  soul   into  the  w<.rk  as  if  he  had  no  other 
object  in  the  world.     Hut,   in  time,  his  inher- 
ent restlessness,   like  an     intermittent    spring 
was  sure  to  assert  its  authority  over  his  mind 
and  to  call   for  a  different  scene  and  a  more 
vigorous    activity.       Perhaps  the  most  promi- 
nent characteristic  of  his  life,     which    would 
impress    itself  uf.on  a  disinterested  observer 
was  an  appetite  for  activity  and  variety      He 
liad  not  the  keen  insight  into  human  motives 
nor  the  talent  f.T  poetic  and  oratorical  utter- 
ance, which  was  later  developed  in  his  friend 
Amos.     Rut  he  had  more  of  dash  and  of  ap- 
parently   spasmodic    energv    than    his    more 
calm    and    self-controlled    frionrt       if  .^  ,.5.1 
den  predicament   should   arise  which' required 
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ready 


wit    to    unravel   it,   Enorh-Rcnarad 


would  be   foremost    witJi    a    suggestion.     He 
th  -ught  more  quickly,   but  not  so  deeply  and 
truly  as  his   friend. 
Rut     his     life 
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a   hidden   depth   of  emot 
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was    not   shallow.      Th 


ere 


ion   and    kindlv 
ing,   which  a  casual     observer    would    al- 


most  invanably    fail   to  see.      In    fact     it 


(r  appeared  in  his  outward   aiul 
pre-^sion     unless     called    for   1 
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rlepth  of  his  nature.    Rut   in   the  deptl 
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cascades  ..nd  rnpids  and  ripf.Ics  .-.nd  s|,.,Ilc.ws 
within  a  clearly  defined  channel. 

Ihc    novel    situation    in    wh„h    he    now 
found   himself   as   nurse   f.,   an    Ednm-c   roh- 
hcr    gave    a   fascnatir.n    t<,    the  work,   which 
rlrew  the  youn^  man  away   from  his  ..wn  sor- 
r<.wfu     thoughts   and.    f„r    (he   time,    induced 
ii    Ircsh   and   even     an     enjoyahle     mo..d         h 
was  the  very  thing  winch  he  needed,    for  the 
morbid   condition    ,„to   whuh   his   I.ue  sorrow 
nad  ()Iung,.d  his  n,.:.d  uas  threaleinng  to  l,e- 
romc   chrome.      \]r   was    thonaighiv    an.used 
And.   as    from   time   t.,     tunc,     he     approached 
the     injured     man     to     perform    his  offurs  of 
mercy,    the  window  of   h.s  soul     wa.     thrown 
open   and   son.e   little  glow    from   the  natural 
k  ndness   which    lay    hidden    ,n   h.s  heart   was 
allowed  to  shine  through. 

The  Kdornite  received  this  attention  at 
hrst  with  astonishment  not  unmingled  w.th 
^uspicion  In  Judea  he  had  expected  to 
find  nothing  l,ut  a  haughty  hatred,  and 
might  not  soiuc  .unster  motive  lie  hidden  be- 
ncMth  sun,  a  l.,,r  ch.play  -.f  kindly  feeling' 
Hut.  as  the  days  went  by.  the  suspicion  wore 
ott  and  only  wonderment   remained 

On   one  day   the     doctor     Pensekal     paid 
fH^    regular    visit    to  the   fold.      He  changed 
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'•mr  f>andngcs.  wrnt  over  the  ( asc  and  pro- 
'•"unrrd  the  FMticnt  to  be  doing  splendidly, 
tncn  gave  new  orders  to  the  self-imposed 
i>ursc.  and  retired.  After  he  was  gone  the 
roblH-r  turned  to  Enorh-Renarad  and  asked 
the  question  ulndi  had  been  puz/.ling  him  for 
a  long  time.  "Why  is  ,t  you  and  vour 
(riend  have  been  so  good  to  nie^"  he  asked 
in  the  dialect  of  the  Edomites.  which,  by 
the  way  was  strange  but  not  unintelligible  to 
the  people  of  Judea. 

"As  for  my  friend,"  was  the  replv,   "he 
IS  always  the  same  to  .1    human   being  .,r   to 
a   dumb  brute.      He  very     seldom     is    angry, 
hut    is    always  kind.      It   seems  to  be  a  part 
of  his  nature,  which    he    cannot    get    rid    of 
any  more  than  he  can  change  !iis  skin.      Rut 
■IS   for  me.     I     hardly     know    why     it     is.      I 
-imply     feel     like    it     now,   that   I's  all.      If   I 
had  met  you  in  the  field   when  you  were  well 
I     vvould    have    enjoyed     to    send     an     arrow 
through  you  or  to  hurl  yo.i  over  the  prenpicc 
where  you   fell,  or  to  do  anythmg  cIm-  winch 
:n!ght   be  done:   but,    now   that    you   arc  help- 
less  and    suffering,    it    .seems   differnit    and     I 
feel    like  beine  kind   to   vriu  " 

Tliii>     far,     the     tw..     yoiiiig    friends  had 
n.>t  tried  to  rlraw  the  Kdnniite  into  conversa- 
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tion.      Tlicy  liad,   however,   gathered  that  his 
name  was  Kur.   that  his  home  was  in  Tophcl, 
and  that  he  jomcd  the  band    of    robbers    in 
the  region   near    rkthlehcin.   just   before  they 
made  tlieir  den   in  the  wilderness  of  Tekoa. 
But  It  was  now  tliought  that  the  i)aticnt  was 
stn.ng    enough     to    talk  and  to  think   freely 
without    doing   himself  serious   bodily   injury. 
So     they     drteriiiined     \i<   begin   to   probe    for 
any   informatir)n   which   he   might    be  able   to 
impart  to  then-.     The  story,  which  they  drew 
from   him,   was     given     in     such     fragmentary 
form     that     to    give  a   detailed  acount  of  the 
laboured     {)roccss    by    winch    it  was  obtained 
would  exhaust  the  patience  of  the  reader. 
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CHAPTER  IV 


Ado'jt  Edom. 


|tlTE  city  of  Tophcl  was  as  large  and 
about  as  populous  as  Samaria.  At  that 
^g  time,  the  king  of  Edom  had  his  hcad- 
(luartcrs  in  the  city,  and,  in  view  of 
the  unsettled  condition  of  the  times,  it  was 
fortified  and  strongly  garrisoned.  The 
house   in   which   Kur   dwelt,    in   so   far   as   he 

velt  in  a  house  at  all,  for  he  w.  s  of  a 
wandering  disposition,  was  a  substantial 
structure  of  stone,  situated  in  a  respectable 
|)art  of  the  city,  and,  indeed,  in  sight  of  the 
royal  harem.  The  house  had  been  built  by 
his  grandfather,  who  was  a  moderately  pnjs- 
I)erous  merchant  of  the  city,  his  employment 
being  to  gather  the  produce  of  the  surround- 
ing country  and  to  sell  it  either  m  the  city 
of  Tophcl  or  to  caravans  trading  with 
foreign  countries.  The  house  had  been  beaut- 
ified in  its  structure  by  an  artr  .  mingling 
basalt  and  the  durable  lin^.e  ,^ne  of  the 
country:  but  now,  through  a  long  process  of 
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wcathcniifj.   the  charactor.stic  colours   of     the 
stones  had  given  phicc  to  a  mossy  grey. 

On   the  death   of  the  merchant,   the  resi- 
dence   had     fallen   into  the  possession  of  his 
son     Xurnh.     who    w.is    the     father    of     Kur 
Without   the  ability    for    Inisiness    which    his 
father  possessed.   Xurah's  nature  was  more  in 
keeping  with  the  wilder    aspect    of    the    sur- 
rounding country.      He   loved   to  be  ah.ne  in 
the    forest   or   ,n    the   rocky   wilds   toward   the 
north.      A   means  of   livelihood   which    proved 
agreeable  to  his  disposition  was  found  in  the 
chase.     He  uas  .-,  g,,(,d  bowman  and  so  skill- 
ed   a    hunter    that     he  was  not  onlv  able  to 
nia.ntam    his    f.unily    m    good    condi'tion.    but 
nlso     to     add   something   to  their   wealth       ft 
was  a  dangerous  [)ursuit,  however,  and.  while 
liardly   yet   in   middle   life.    Xurah's  reckless- 
ness brought   him  to  a  violent  death       He  set 
out  to  spend  a    few  days  in  the  rockv  region 
near  the  salt  sea   in   search  of  honey. 

After  a  week  had  passed,  the  household 
was  so  thoroughly  alarmed  that  Kur.  then  a 
l>oy  of  fifteen,  with  some  attendants  hired 
Or  the  occasK.n.  set  out  m  search  of  his 
father.  What  they  found  was  a  hare  skele- 
ton  with  some  of  the  bones  broken  or  discon- 
nected and  sojiic  of  tiie  smaller  bones   lying 
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at  a  distance,  as  if  carried  thither  by  wild 
beasts.  The  garments  which  had  been  rough- 
ly torn  away,  the  bow  and  quiver  and  gen- 
eral equipment  Kur  recognized  to  be  those  of 
h.s  father.  The  fears  with  which  he  set  out 
had  been  realized. 

Kur    was    unnerved    and  dizzv  from  the 
shock  of  discovery,  but  his  attendants  looked 
around  more  calmly.     The    skeleton    lay    at 
the  foot  of  a  bank  of  rock  which  rose  almost 
vertically    for    about    twenty    feet.      On    the 
more    oblique    slope    above,    tl,oy    jieard    the 
hum  of  bees  and  noticed  a  nest  partly  dilap- 
idated.     It  told  the    story    of    the    disaster 
>Jurah    had    climbed    to  the  nest  and.  while 
despoiling  It  of    ,ts    delicious    treasure,     was 
-severely   stung  and   staggered   over   the  cliff 
As  he  lay  either  dead  or  hel,,less     from    his 
tall,     the    beasts    by  night  and  the  birds  by 
day  stripped  off  the  flesh,  and  left  the  skel- 
eton bare  to  bleach   in  the  sun. 

The  subseriuent  life  of  Kur  was  that  of 
an  adventurer  and  a  traveller.  In  his  boy- 
hood he  had  accomF)anied  his  father  on 
many  of  his  hunting  trips  and  his  reckless 
nature  acquired  a    love    of    adventure.       He 

travelled  w*^»  '^^••Tnr"-  ••-*-  i       •       rr 

L,  ,    ,  '-a van-,  i-.dv.  uiany  lands.    He 

had    been    several    times    at  Damascus.     He 
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had  visited  Ninevah  and    Samaria    and    had 
even    spent    a    year  in  Egypt.     It  sometimes 
happened   that   a   band   of   desperadoes    from 
Edom  would  swoop  down    on    a    village    of 
Judea  or  of  Moab.    In  several  of  the  boldest 
f'f  these  raids  Kur  had  been  the  most  daring 
and   vigorous  of  all   the  wild  gang.      !n  the 
raid  u|)()n  the  border  villages  of  Jude      which 
immediately  {)receded  the  late  war,   Kur  had 
taken  a  g<jod  deal  of  valuable  spoil  which  he 
stored   in  his  house  at   Tophel.      During  this 
expedition,    he    saw    a    little    of    the    wealth 
whicjj    was    m    the    land    of    Judea    and  his 
greed  was  greatly  augmented    thereby.       He 
at     once    joined  himself  to  the  army,   which 
his    king    was    preparing    to    lead    into    that 
land. 

I'or  several  reasons  the  Edomites  hated 
the  Judeans.  The  overbearing  pride  and  ar- 
rogaiue  of  the  latter  people  toward  their 
neigiihours  of  another  kingdom,  and  of 
which  they  were  not  modest  about  making  a 
display,  the  air  of  superiority  or  even  of  loath- 
ing winch  made  itself  prominent  in  all  their 
dealings  v/ith  foreigners  could  have  no  other 
effect  than  to  gender  hatred  among  the 
peoples  of  a  neighbouring  kingdom.  A 
wealthy     nation     like    I'lioenicia    was    treated 
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with  more  respect.  But  Edom  was  only  Ed- 
om. The  people  were  neither  wealthy  nor 
cultured.  Moreover,  the  Edcmites  were  ene- 
mies of  Judea  from  time  immemorial,  and  so 
they  were  regarded  as  little  better  than 
swme.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Edomites 
hated  the  people  of  Judea  so  heartily  that 
they  were  ready  to  fight,  to  pilfer,  to  plund- 
er, or  to  murder  in  the  land  of  Judea  when- 
ever they  dared  to  cross  the  border. 

The  result  of  the  war  has  alrraHv  been 
briefly  described.  The  host  of  Amaziah  de- 
feated the  army  of  Edom,  with  great  slaugh- 
ter, on  the  border  of  the  Arabah,  ca[)turcd 
some  border  stations,  overran  a  large  part  of 
the  country,  and  encamped  before  Tophel. 
But  the  king  of  Edom  made  terms  of  peace 
through  the  sacrifice  of  the  independence  of 
his  realm,  and  the  host  of  Judea  returned  to 
Jerusalem. 

When  a  party  of  fellow-a  Iventurers, 
whom  Kur  had  accompanied  on  ?iveral  prev- 
ious occasions,  made  secret  preparations  to 
try  their  fortune  again  in  the  land  of  Judea. 
Kur  had  other  work  on  his  hands,  wfiich  de- 
tained him  for  a  time  in  his  own  land:  but 
it  was  arranged  that  he  should  join  them  at 
a  later  time.     He  did  not  find  them  as  near 
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to  Jerusalem  as  had  been  expected,  but  was 
able  to  trace  their  retreat  toward  the  south 
and  jo.ned  the  remnant    of    the    party    near 

Bethehem.    How  the  ill-fated  expeLo'n  cam 
o    t    end  Ks  well  known  to  the  reader.     Kur 
vas  the  only  surv.vor  of  ,he  party;  and.   at 
the    place    where    our  former  narrative  broke 
off.  he  was  lying  at  the  fold  of  Ben-Or  un- 
dcr  the  care  of  Amos    and     Enoch-Benarad. 
who  were  even  at  that  t.me  beginning  to  ply 
"m   w,th   questions.   w,th   a   view  to  securing 
the  coveted  information  which  he  was  able  to 
g.ve    concerning    the    people    of    Edom    and 
their  land. 

In  the  course  of  the  robber's  story,  as  he 
spoke  of  the  part   he  had   taken   in   the  ^aid 
which   was  made  upon  the  Judean  border  at 
the  time  of  Ruth's  disappearance.  Enoch-Ben- 
arad s    heart    began    to    beat  quicker  and  he 
l.stened     trembling    w.th     eagerness    to    hear 
some    allusion    to  that  all-.mportant  subject 
Amos,   too.    listened   with   closer  attention   as 
the  Edomite  dwelt  upon  the  events    o     "ha 
cr.fca      day    and    night.      Kur    would    have 
passed    over    that    adventure    with    the  same 
brevity  and  rapidity  with  which  he  disposed 
of  other  similar  adventures.     But  Amos  ask- 
ed  nun  to  rf-l.it^  if  ..ifU  ..  i>.i  , 

■ ■■'■•'  "  ''"ttlc  more  detailed 
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account      When  the  story    was    all    told      it 
-as  only  a  brutal  raid  of  foreign  plunderers 
'^uch  as  occasionally  occurred  among  the  sem.i 
barbarous    people    of    those    days.       Several 
girls  had  been  earned  off  to  Edom.  but  Kur 
had  given  his  attention  to  securing  as  much 
^.-iluable  spo.l  as  he  could,  without  troubling 
the    wives    and  daughters  of  the  inhabitants 
mtojhose  midst  he  had  so  roughly  intruded 

;'Was  your  party  divided.^"  asked  Amos 
No."  replied  the  robber.     "We  went  in 
a  body,  all  together,  and  returned  together  " 
''How  far  did  you  travel   into  Judea^"^ 
We  made  a  .short  circle  along  the  bor- 
der and  took  in  four  villages." 

"How  far  north  did  you  come:^" 
"Not  so  far  as  Hazor,  which  we  did  not 
venture  to  attack." 

"You  say  that  the  party  remained  to- 
gether during  the  whole  raid.  Are  you  sure 
that  no  one  strayed  away  from  if-" 

"We    were    all     together    when  we  went 
^>ut.     I  know  that  two  men  were  killed      The 

Fdo  ""^Th'en''-'   r^'^'^"   ""^''    "^   -"^^    -to 
c-aom.      Iticn.  of  course    vyo  cor^nr-*-  j  .„ 

'.--,  bu,  ,t  was  corning  andX;^;": 
"early  up  when  we  parted  company." 


70 


The  Prophet. 


"That  is  strange,"  said  Amos  to  Enoch- 
Bcnarad,  when  they  were  together  outside  of 
the  fold.  "It  could  not  have  been  that  party 
of  Edomitcs  which  carried  off  Ruth.  They 
hardly  came  within  a  day's  journey  of  Tek- 
oa.  Nc)w  I  bethink  myself,  her  disappear- 
ance was  before  nightfall.  The  men  who 
seized  her  must  have  ((imc  u])  on  the  night 
previous  to  tiie  niglit  <«f  the  raid.  They  re- 
mained in  hiding  in  tiio  wilderness  during 
the  early  part  of  the  day  ;  then  ventured  out 
and  seized  my  sister  as  she  was  passing  to 
the  fold.  It  was  before  night-fall;  and  on 
that  same  night  the  raid  was  made  on  the 
.South  Country  border.  It  seems  strange  too, 
that  they  could  seize  a  girl  and  carry  her  off 
in  broad  daylight  without  being  seen.  There 
are  no  trees  to  conceal  them,  and  in  the  way 
which  she  took  there  are  no  rocks.  How 
could  it  happen  without  being  seen  from 
Tckoa:^" 

"It  IS  all  a  mystery,"  replied  the  bereav- 
er  lover.  "How  do  we  know  that  she  was 
carried  intf)  Edoni'  I  believe  that  Kur  tells 
the  truth;  .'nd,  if  so,  it  was  not  his  party  of 
plunderers  which  carried  her  off.  I  am  all 
bewildered.  The  more  we  learn  the  greater 
the  puzzle  seems.     Rut,  as  you  have  so  often 
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said,   vvc  must  not  despair,   for  to  mc  despair 
would  mean   death." 

"No,  vvc  must  not  despair,"  said  Amos. 
"Do  you  remember  the  sacrifice  at  Jerusalem 
and  the  prayer  of  Ahiah,  when  Jehovah 
seemed  to  speak  to  our  souls  words  of  [)eare 
and  hope?  I  find  myself  helievinj.j  and  hop- 
ing for  success  so  naturally  Miat  even  these 
great  discouragements,  which  come  up  before 
us,  cannot  make  me  feel  wholly  dishearten- 
ed. I  have  s{)(jken  to  you  and  to  my  bnjth- 
er  Roz  of  some  of  the  e\[)eriencrs  which  I 
liave  had  of  late.  Do  you  think,  as  Hoz 
seems  to,  that  they  arc  mere  delusions.  I  feel 
Hire  that  it  is  the  voice  of  Jehovah." 

"It  may  be,"  returned  Enoch-Renarad, 
"that  it  is  a  true  inspiration.  But  the  thought 
does  not  seem  to  bring  much  cmfort  to  me. 
I  wish  I  could  have  tlie  same  hopeful  feel- 
ing. But  I  must  be  doing  something,  trying 
in  some  way  to  find  her.  If  I  remain  idle 
nnd  allow  my  own  thoughts  to  rend  my  soul 
asunder,   I  must  die." 

"I  know,"  said  Amos,  "that  tlie  tr<iublc 
IS  weighing  only  too  heavily  upon  you.  VVc 
do  not  know,  it  is  true,  to  what  f.itn  the 
poor  girl  may  have  been  compelled.  Hut  we 
have  talked  of  that   before,   and  we  both   of 


ir 


72 


The  Prophet. 


us  know  that  where  the  heart  is  pure  in  it- 
self, no  compulsion  can  taint  it.  I  feel  that 
I  can  trust  my  sister  to  the  care  of  Jehovah 
and  that  all  will  come  right  in  tiie  end." 

"What  arc  wc  to  d<>  next'"  asked  En- 
r.ch-Benarad. 

"Carry  out  our    plans.       I     see    nothnig 

else." 

"How    l..ng    will     it   he  before  you  can 

leave  the  flock?" 

"I   think  that,   by   the  time  the  Kdomite 
,s  recovered   1  will  l)e    able    to    go.       In    the 
meantime,     wc    must    learn    some  more   from 
him.     Ydu  ply    liim    with    (luestions    to-mor- 
row   while    1     am  away  with  the  sheep.     He 
has  not  said   a  word   about  the  search   which 
the  Edomites  profess  to  have  made  for  Ruth. 
Ho  may  ha\e  overlooked   it.   or,   pcrhai)s,   he 
does  not  care  to  refer  to  it.       If    all     Edom 
was  searched,  he  must  know  something  about 
the    search     that    was    made.     Speak  to  him 
al)out   her  to-morrow   and   find     out,     if     you 
can,   just  how   thorough  the  search  was." 

On  the  following  day,  Enoch-Benarad 
thought  that  he  noticed  a  puzzled  expression 
on  the  face  of  the  Edomite,  and  as  he  spoke 
to  inm  from  time  lo  tune  there  seemed  to  be 
a    (luestioning    look    in    his    eyes.     The  fact 
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was  that  the  robber  had  nrvcr  'cased  to  won- 
der at  the  unlooked-for  kindness  which   had 
been  shown  him;  and  the  eagerness  and  min- 
uteness witli  which  the  young  men  plied  him 
with  (juestions  concerning  his  native  land  re- 
awakened his  su-pu  ion  .  that    there    must    he 
some    secret    pui,<«se    at    the    bottom    of    all 
their  kindness,      ("ould   U   be   that   they   were 
agents  of  the  crown,   who  had  been  set   over 
him  to   ciraw    from   h.m   information  concern- 
ing   his    native     land'       Was  king  Aniaziah 
planning  another  invasion  of  Edom  and  was 
this  only  an  easy    way    of    s])ying    out     the 
country?     Rut  the  soldiers,  when  they    found 
that  he  was  an  Edomite,  had    dropped    hini 
and     left     him   in  the  wilderness.      Then  the 
thought   flashed   into  his   mind   that  even   th<- 
desertion  by  the  soldiers  was  only  a  trick  to 
turn  aside  his  suspicion.     It  seemed     !1     lear 
now.     The  soldiers  had  known  from  the  firM 
that  he  was   from     Edom,— that     the    whoir 
gang   of    robbers   were    Edfmiitcs.      The   plot 
had  been  well   arranged    from  the  beginning, 
and  these    two    young    men,    who    were    so 
gentle    and    womanlike    in    their    care,     were 
really    acting    their    part    as    secret    spies    to 
fra^hc    inffsrm.^.tion    concerning    the  land  of 
Edom.     Would  he  be  allowed  to  go    to    his 
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home  .ftrr  he  should  recover  from  his  ,„jur- 
Jfs?  It  s(cn.rd  more  probable,  since  he  was 
St. II  under  the  charge  of  the  government, 
>-t  he  would  be  held  as  a  prisoner,  and 
Mat.  aft(T  n.,th,ng  more  of  value  could  be 
I'-arned  fn.m  h.,n.  he  would  pn.bably  be  put 
to  death. 

S-H  h  thoughts,  awakened  wthm  the  man 
'""'   t'llnig  his  n,uKl.   (ould   not   i,ut   produce 
•'   rorrcspondmg  change  m     h.s    countenance 
When     Knoch-Henarad    approached    and  ad- 
dressed h.m  with  a  purpose  to    contuiue    his 
•lit'stiurnng.     he    noticed    that   a  change  had 
come  over  the  Kdom.te.     He  would  not  speak 
vy.th  Ins     former     frankness,     and    ,t    seen.ed 
f'a      he    avoided    or    evaded,     so    far  as  he 
'••"Id.   any  direct     <,uestion.      Enoch-Benarad 
\vas  a   little  sur,,riscd    at    this    change,     but 
suppos.ng  that   it   was  only   a   passing  mood.' 
<lcc.ded  to  wait  a   little  before  broaching  the 
'"'Portaiit  subject  upon  which  he  purposed  to 
make  enf]uiries. 

Left  to  himself.  Kur  bethought  himself 
tf'at  he  had  allowed  h.s  face  and  attitude  to 
express  to.,  much  of  his  thoughts.  What 
""k^l't  happen  if  his  inquisitors,  the  suppos- 
ed agents  of  the  king,  should  learn  th.at  he 
■'•■P-'-cd    their    purpose?      Might    they    not 
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|)ut  him  to  torture  in  order  to    extriu  t     more 
information    from    liim,    <>r,    if   he   refused   to 
answer,    dispose    of    him    by    an    immediate 
death?       If    he  should   answer  the  (|uestif)ns. 
would   he  not   hetr.iy   his  country,   and,     per- 
haj)s  even  then,  he  held  a  prisr.ner  or  he  ex- 
ecuted on  his    recovery:^       If,     on     the     other 
hand,     he    should  refuse  to  answer  and  thus 
I)rove   himself     of     no     more     service     to     the 
Judean    king,     it     seemed    |)rol)ahle    that    he 
would  be  dispatched  at  f.nce    jind,     perliaps, 
be  tortured   to  death.      What   was  he  to  do? 
If  he  turned  to  the  right   hand  or  to  the  left 
he  would,  as  he  thought,   l)c  runirng  into  al- 
most  certain   death   or   would   prove  a    traitor 
to  his  country.      Rut    could    he    not     finrl    a 
middle  course  by  which,  through  artifice  and 
^kill,   he  might  esca[)e..'     lie    would    try    it. 
The  (juestions  might  be  answered   in   such     a 
way  as  to  give  no  valuable,   or,   [)erhaps,   no 
true  information  resj^ecting  Edom.     He  might 
l)c  able  to  deceive  the  young   men   ;is  to  the 
true    extent    to    which  his  own   recovery  was 
advanced.      If,   after  he   was   really     able    to 
make  his  escape,   his  guards  could  be  induc- 
ed to  leave  him,  supposing  hirn  yet  too  weak 
to   move,    it    would    be   a   rrowniiir''   ^Mrrr'-:^.  \{\ 
his  schemes.      He  resolved   to  renTain  perfect- 
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ly  st.l!  while  h.s  guards  were  with  him  but 
during  the.r  absence,  to  exercise  the  moveable 
parts  of  h,s  body,  m  order  to  g  .m  strength 
unknown  to  then..  But  another  cause  for 
ai.i.rehension  was  the  occasional  visit  of  the 
"K-d.cal  man.  Uc  could  not  so  easily  be  de- 
ceived. 

At  a  later  time,  when  Enoch-Renarad 
t'-k  his  seat  by  tlie  o>uch.  he  found  h.s 
Pat.ent  .s  ready  to  talk  and.  seem.nglv.  .n 
•IS   irank  a  humour  as  he  had  ever  been 

1    feel   better  now."   said  the  latter     "1 
was  suffering  when  you  s,)oke  to  me  before 

nio  pa.n  has  sto[,ped  somewhat,   and     I    am 
resting  better." 

"I  knew  by  y.,ur  face  that  you  were  not 
frHmg  as  well  as  usual."  returned  the  nurse 
Hut   1   see  th;>t   you   are   feelmg  better  now. 
iJf)  you   feel   in  a  mood  to  talk?" 
"I  think  so  if  you  wish   it." 
*'I  was  very  much  interested  in  the  story 
^VHch   you   told   us  about   yourself,   especially 
wiicn    you    touched    upon    the  late  war      If 
you  care  to  speak  of  that    agam     I    w.l!    be 
['leased  to  hear." 

II  A     1  ■  > 
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the  qucit'ons  closely  and  be  cautious."  Then 
he  said  aloud  "I  may  have  left  out  a  good 
many  things  in  my  story.  I  feel  dull  now 
and  cannot  rememlicr  just  what  I  told  and 
what  I  left  unsaid.  If  there  is  anything  in 
J)articular,  which  you  wish  to  ask  about,  I 
will   be  glad  to  speak  of  it." 

'When    you    were    speaking    of  the  raid 
which  you  made  upon  the  borders  of  Judea, 
you  mentioned  that  several   women  wrre  ear- 
ned  into   Edom.      Do   you    know    where   thev 
were  taken  and  what  has  become  of  them.^" 
"There."   thought    Kur.      "He   ,s  on  the 
same  old  stump    which    king    Amaziah    was 
hacking  at.      That   abominable  king  must   be 
trying    to    pick    a     (juarrcl.      That  girl   .story 
must  be  made  up    vo    traj)    us    into    another 
war.      They   have  made  a   big   fuss  about   it, 
but  nobody  knows  anything  about  her.    Well, 
It    will    do    no    harm  to  tell  the  truth  about 
this  matter,   and  it   will   do  no  good  to  tell 
what  is  untrue." 

After  a  pause  during  which  these 
thoughts  passed  through  his  mind,  Kur 
spoke  to  his  nurse  and  incjuisitor.  "The 
women  were  all  sent  back  to  their  homes,  as 
your  king  demanded.  The  raiders  boasted 
of  their  captures  so  loudly  that     the    ..ff.cers 
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knew  who  had  the  women.  After  the  war 
they  were  all  compelled  to  give  up  their  cap- 
tives, who  were  then  taken  with  a  military 
escort  to  their  homes.  It  may  be  that  one  or 
two  of  the  girls  were  a  l.ttlc  unnerved  and 
hysterical  from  the  scare,  but  what  was  done 
could  not  be  helj)ed." 

Enoch-Benarad  winced  a  little  at  this 
last  remark  of  the  robber.  But  the  latter 
Ignorant  of  what  was  passing  in  the  young 
man's  mmd,  did  not  notice  that  his  nerves 
p.-irtly  collapsed  for  a  moment,  and  that  he 
dro<,pcd  a  little  as  he  sat  by  the  couch.  Kur 
paused  a  moment  for  breath  and  then  contin- 
ued speaking.  "There  was  a  big  fuss  made 
about  another  girl  whom  the  Edomitcs  were 
charged  with  carrying  off." 

Enoch-Benarad  rose  from  his  stool  and 
stood  over  the  bed  and  bent  forward  to 
catch  every  word.  The  robber  noticed  his 
eagerness  now,— that  his  hand  on  the  pillow 
was  trembling  and  that  his  whole  aspect 
showed  great  excitement. 

"Here  is  sonething  new,"  thought  the 
robber.  "What  can  be  the  matter  with  the 
boy.'  Is  he  so  an.xious  to  serve  his  king' 
What  was  I  saying  which  affected  him  in 
that  wa>  >     Oh  !  I  rememl,er.     1  was  speaking 
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of    thai    girl     about    whom    such  a  time  has 
been  made.     What  can  it  all  mean?" 

"Go  on,  gf)  on,"  begged  Enoch-Rcnar- 
ad.  "Tell  me  what  you  know  r'out  that 
affair." 

"Well,     I    know    nothing    about    her    at 
all,"     said     Kur.      "I   only   know  that,   after 
the  war,  a  great  stir  was  made  about  a  girl, 
of  whom  nobody   seemed  to  have    ever    seen 
or  heard.     After  the   war,   our   kings   agreed 
that  the  captives  taken  by  l)oth   sides  should 
be    returned.      But,     after    all     was    done  as 
agreed,   a  message  came    from    the    king    of 
Judea  saymg  that    a    certain    girl,     Rutii    of 
Tekoa,   who  had   been  earned  off  by   Edom- 
its,    was    not  returned.     The  message  threat- 
ened the  king  of   Edom   with   another   war   if 
she  should  not  be  found,  while,   at  the  same 
time,   it  offered  a   hundred  shekels    of     gold 
for    her    return.     The    king    of    Edom    was 
anxious  to  avoid  another  war,   and  .so  he  or- 
dered that  a  search  be  made     for    the    girl, 
and  offered  the  hundred  shckles  to  the  man 
who  should  find  her.     All  who  had  been  out 
on  the  raid  were  examined  by  the  king  him- 
self.     My  house  and   the  houses  of  the  oth- 
ers were  searched  by  the  king's  officers.     But 
nobody    knew    anythai^^  about  the  girl.     No 
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race  could  be  found  anywhere.  Then  the 
1<'"K  had  ,t  published  over  the  whole  k.ng- 
cJ-m  that  a  hundred  siiekels  wore  offered  for 
her  recovery.  1  suppose  several  hundred  men 
-cm  <.n  the  search.      I     saw    there    was    but 

ttic    chance,     but     I     ,nn,ed    them.      I   knew 
i'c    country    as    well    as    most    people,     and 
lo^ew    cspec.a  ly    where    to    find  the  dens  of 
the  border  robbers.      A   wound,   wh.ch    I   had 
.cce.vcd   m   the  war.   was  not   wholly  healed. 
'>"t   I   set  out.      That  .s  what  kept    me     from 
|Hcompanym^.  the  plunderers  who  came  over 
;•  J^^'-"-'^'"-      I    hung    to    the    search    unfl 
there  was   no   ,nore   hope,   and   then    I    joined 

"•y    party    m    the  wilderness  east  of  Bethle- 
liem. 

"Is  there  no  place  in  Edom  where  a 
girl  nnght  be  hidden  away."  asked  Enoch- 
licnarad. 

"No."   saul  Kur.      "She    ,s    not    in    the 
k.ngdom.      The    Edom.tes    are  sure  of  that 
I  hey  th.nk   that  she  must   have    been     taken 
t<>  some  other   place.      Perhaps   into  the   land 
ol    Ammon,   or  cv.n   to  Jerusalem.      There  .s 
""•re  chance  for  her  to  be  confined  in  Jerus"- 
alcm  than   ,n  the  land  of  Edom.      There  are 
nrh     men     m     Jerusalem,    who   would   hardly 
give  her  up   for  a  hundred  shekels  " 
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"That  could  not  be,"  said  Enoch-Bcn- 
arad. 

"When  Jerusalem  has  been  searched  as 
closely  as  Edom  has,  you  will  know  more 
surely,"  remarked  the  robber. 

"Rut  my  'ither  knows  nearly  all  the 
rich  men  in  Jerusalem.  They  would  not 
steal   a  girl    from  us,"   said  the  youth. 

"Your  father,"  cried  the  Edomite  in  as- 
tonishment. "Is  she  his  daughter-  Are  you 
her  brother =" 

"No.      I   am   not   her  brother.       We    arc 
friends  of  her  family,"  said  Enoch-Benarad  ; 
and,   so  saying,   he  arose    and    went    ha.stily 
out  of  the  fold,  and  left  his  patient  to  med- 
itate upon  the  surprise  which  he  had  received. 
On   that   night,   when   Amos  was   leading 
Ml    his    flock,     Enoch-Benarad  met  him  half- 
way and,   during  the  walk  to  the     fold,     re- 
counted to    him    the    conversation    which    he 
had    with    the    Edomite.     The    opinion    had 
hitherto  prevailed    that    the    girl    must    have 
been     taken     into     Edom.     and,     despite    the 
official   protest  which  came   from   Tophel,   the 
families  and  friends  of  Ren-Or  and  of  Arad 
the  merchant,  had   felt  justified  in  their  o|)m- 
ion  that  she  was    hidden     somewhere     within 
the  bounds  of  that  kingdom.     This  new  ac- 
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count,  however,  which  the  robber  gave,  com- 
ing as  it  did  from  nn  unofficial  and  disinter- 
ested party,  bore  upon  it  every  appciirancc 
of  veracity,  and  satisfied  the  opinions  of  the 
two  young  men  that  the  search,  which  had 
been  made  throughout  the  land  of  Kdom, 
was  just  as  thorough  as  had  been  reported 
by  the  king  of  that   bind. 

Rut  still   the  oj)inion  of  Amos    was    not 
shaken  that  his  sister  had  been  carried  off  to 
Ldom.       There    was    the    possibility  that  she 
had  been  sold  to    a    caravan    or    into    some 
foreign  country;  and  that  would  account   for 
the    fact    of    her  not  being  found  in   Edom. 
If  the  purpose  of  the  kidnai)per  had  been  to 
make  profit   from  his  capture,   it  was  not  un- 
likely that  he  would  ride  away  to  the  south 
to  the  great  caravan  road,  which  passed  from 
the   Persian   (lulf   to   the   land   of   the   Philis- 
tines and   to   Egypt.      There,    it   was  not   im- 
prol)ablc  that   he  would   soon   find  an   oppor- 
tunity to  sell     his    beautiful     captive     for    a 
large    sum    of    money.     This  idea  had  been 
suggested    some    time    before    by    Arad    the 
merchant,     and  the  possibility  that  Ruth  was 
so  disposed  r)f  had  been  talked    over    many 
times  both  in  the  house  of    Ben-Or    and    by 
the   two   young  men    in   the   field.      Arad   the 
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merchant  had,  in  his  younger  days,  travelled 
a  great  deal  with  caravans,  and  he  could  re- 
count a  number  of  transactions,  in  the  course 
cf  long  journeys,  where  slaves  were  bought 
by  the  wayside,  and  one  or  two  instances 
were  very  similar  to  what  the  present  might 
be.  Rcn-Or's  e.\|>erionre  in  tlie  mercantile 
line  had  been  small,  t)ut  he  tf  ok  his  roll  of 
manuscript  and  read  the  st< •>■  of  Joseph 
sold  into  Egyjit.  At  first,  tlie  suggestion 
seemed  very  probaV)le  tf)  the  yfMMig  men,  and, 
for  a  time,  they  even  contcniMlated  making 
their  journey  in.to  Philistia  and  Egyfit  instead 
of  into  Edom.  Hut,  on  cooler  t!)ought,  they 
ciime  to  the  decision  that  Edom  must  be  the 
starting  point   of  their  search. 

Xow  the  invalid  rol)ber  ni.ide  a  sugges- 
tion, which  had  never  before  •.curred  either 
to  Amos  or  to  his  friends.  Perhaps  the  caj)- 
ttired  girl  had  been  carried  off  in  some  other 
direction, — perhaps  into  tiie  l;'."d  of  Amnion 
or  even  to  Jerusalem.  Amos  was  inclined  to 
laugh  at  the  idea  that  she  mii^ht  have  been 
carried  into  Jerusalem,  kidnnpped  by  her 
fiwn  fellow-tribesmen.  There  was  a  certain 
generous  bigotry  among  the  people  of  the 
country,  and  appearing  (]uite  prominently  in 
the  inexperienced  young,   wjiich  hesitated     to 
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behevc  cv,I  of  another  member  of  the  same 
tr.be  or  at  least,  which  naturally  transfer- 
red the  blame  for  all  m.sch.ef  upon   for'gn- 

Amos  thought  of  the  chances  which    the 

l<^^dnappers  would   have  to    escape     mto    the 

and  of  Ammon.      They  would  have  to  pass 

cry  near  to  Jerusalem,  hut.    on    the    whole 

-  way  was  eas.or  and  equally    as    safe    as 

the  rule  to  the  border  of  Edom. 

"Well."  said  he.  ",t  seems  to  make  little 
d.fference  which  way  we  turn.  If  w.  set  out 
m  one  way.  ,t  .s  equally  as  probable  that 
she  was  earned  in  the  op,>os,te  direction.  The 
in^rses  tracks  were  found  on  the  sandy  patch 
.vonder.  and  again  over  in  this  dirertLl  ''  - 
pointing  toward   the  east.      "Hut     they     were 

bat  we  could  not  tell  clearly  which  way 
t  ey  went.     Ue  supposed  toward    the    south' 

ut  now.  I  think  we  might  possibly  have 
been  mistaken.     It  may  be  that  my  sister  w" 

taken   into  the   land  of  Ammon  .and.    .f  so 
there  is  the  further    chance    that    she    migh 
have  been  sold  on  the  Damascus  road.^o  a 
--an     which     w.nld    carry    her  aw.;  mt: 
^       -.^Ir'"^'''    '-^^■.      ^'^-^    way 


we  turn.>     A  drop  of  rain  falls  on 


the 
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Jordan.     Can  wc  find  it    again    in    the    Salt 
Sca^     Our  Ruth  has  hrcn   lost   in    the    wide, 
wide  world,  and  has  loft  no     footmarks,    by 
which   wr   might    follow.      If   wc  turn   to  the 
light  hand  wc  meet  a  [)eri)lc\ity.     If  wc  turn 
»<•  the  left    hand,    w,"    find    a    tangle    which 
<;'nnot  he  unravelled.      I'.efore  us  all   is  dark 
and  hehind  us  there  is  no  light.      I    feel   dis- 
'•'uraged    and    cast      down.       But      no.      my 
Iriend!     Let   us  not   he  overwhelmed,    for  wc 
liave  the  light  of   promise.      I   know  that  Jc- 
I'ovah  will  help  us.      I    feel  his  presence  even 
nnw.  and  my  doul)ts  and   fears  of  a  moment 
•igo  Jiave  vainshed." 

His    companion    did    not    hear    the    last 
f'.irt   of   this   speech;    for     his     thoughts     were 
"(cupicd    with     another  matter.      lie  scarcely 
knew  when  Amos    stop[>e(l    speaking.       They 
walked   in  silence   for  a     few     moments,     and 
'lini   Enoch-Renarad  said:   "Our    robber    fia- 
I'cnt  was  startled  when   I     tojd    him    that     I 
was    a     friend    of    Ruth.     lie  asked  mc  if  1 
was  her  brother;  and  tried  to  get  up  in  l)ed 
^o  that  I  heard  him  groan    with    pain    as    I 
was  going  out.      I  wonder  what   startled  him 

"Do  you  suppose,"  said  Amos,  "that  he 
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knows  more  about  the  affair  than  he  chcx^scs 
to  tell?" 

"For  some  rr.ison,"  returned  the  other, 
he  seems  greatly  interested  since  I  told  hnn 
that.  I  went  in  to  sec  him  shortly  after- 
wards and  he  seemed  ;is  if  he  would  like  to 
ask  sonic  (lucstmns:  l.m  it  f.ccurred  to  me 
that  I  f.ught  to  speak  t..  you  before  telling 
him  any  more." 

"We  will  have  a  talk  u  th  him  to- 
night." said  Amos.  "It  may  be  that,  if  we 
explain  the  nrcunistanres  to  him  fully,  lie 
will  help  us.  I  thought  a  few  days' ago 
that  he  seemed  to  have  a  little  suspicion  of 
our  motives.  Hut  there  comes  R.,z.  I  will 
go  and  meet  him  while  the  shee[)  drink." 

The  understanding  was  that  Amos  must 
remain  with  the  flock  until  the  beginning  of 
the  autumn  rams.  After  the  beginning  of 
the  rainy  season,  there  would  be  no  more  ne- 
cessity to  divide  the  flock,  for  pasture  would 
be  ample  for  the  sustenance  of  all,  even  in 
near  proximity  to  the   fold. 

After  it  had  been  explained  to  Kur  what 
was  the  real  relation  between  the  two  young 
men  and  the  g:rl  who  had  disapj^cared,  after 
It  became  clear  to  him  what  was  the  real 
cause  and   |)iirpose  of   their  (luestionuigs,   his 
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siis|>icioii.s  gradually  left  him,  and  lu-  woulrl 
)••!!»  in  conversation  he.irtily,  and  volunteer 
l)oth  information  and  advice.  By  the  time 
when  he  was  so  f;ir  recovered  as  to  he  able 
tr.  limp  away  to  his  home,  he  had  developed 
;•  strong  attachment  to  his  young  friends; 
•  md,  in  gratitude  for  the  kindness  shown 
him,  was  ready  to  do  anything  jn  his  |)ower 
whereby  he  might  he  able  to  assist  his 
voiithful  benefactors. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

From  Tekoa  to  Tophel. 

HE  sycamore    figs,    wh.rh    npcn    almost 
the  year  round,   arc   few   and  small   at 
this     season.        If     one     should     walk 
through     the    orchard    of     Rcn-Or.     he 
would  nofce  that  careful  work  has  been  done 
to    gather    the    last   remnant  of  the  season's 
fru.  .       The     fruk-bm     in    the    storehouse    is 
empty    and    a  number  of  baskets  of  selected 
fru.t.  the  last  <,f  the  season,  are  ready  to  be 
carried  to  the  market.     Another  apartment  m 
the   storehouse.    wi,ere   the   wool    .s   kept,    has 
also  given  up  a   large  part  of  ,ts  contents 

Out  of  doors,   a    warm    rain     is     falling 
quietly   and   softly,    and   its   patter   upon   the 

c7  the  '^^..^^"'■^^r^'  •'^"^  '^'  ^'"y  splashing 
f  he  falhng  drops  m  mm.ature  puddles 
which  occupy  every  indenture  of  the  ground, 
are  refreshing  to  the  ear  after  the  lotfg  seas^ 
on  of  drought.  Nature  is  already  beginning 
o  look  brighter,  and  men  and  women,  and 
t^oys  and  g,rls.   moved   by  the  same  impulse 
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of  quickening  life,  are  fresher,  handsomer 
livelier  and  merrier  than  before.  As  little 
Jakorath  trips  home  from  the  village,  where 
she  has  been  doing  some  errands  for  her 
mother,  she  laughs  as  her  uplifted  face  is 
bathed  by  the  warm  drops  of  falling  rain, 
and  her  bare  feet  brush  the  moisture  from 
the  short  grass.  Gripping  the  bundle,  which 
she  is  carrying,  under  one  arm,  she  stretches 
her  other  hand  palm-ufjward  to  catch  the 
falling  rain;  then  with  a  skip  and  a  merry 
laugh  and  using  her  one  free  arm  as  a  wing 
in  imitation  of  the  birds,  she  darts  to  the 
door  of  the  cottage,  flmgs  it  open  and  enters 
like  a  whirlwind,  and  the  door  shuts  behind 
her. 

What  is  going  on  within  the  cottage? 
There  has  been  the  continuous  buzz,  hum 
clatter  of  spinning  and  weaving.  How  many 
peo[)le  might  be  at  work?  Have  we  not 
learned  that  there  is  only  one  woman  in  the 
household?  Yes,  but  we  have  also  learned 
that  the  venerable  Ben-Or  was  accustomed  to 
assist  his  daughter-in-law  at  her  work.  The 
boy  Ramah  has  also  learned  to  spin.  But 
ree  heads  and  six  hands  will  hardly  make 


th 

all   that   noise.      In   truth,   three 


be 


t-n   jurcd    from   tne   village 


women 
lie   door 
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.heir     1    •    "'"'    '"'°    ''°'"'"    "■=    carry.ng 
meir     im[)Icmonts    to    the    «inr,.h„  V 

thev  will  h-,v„  storehouse    where 

crcse  of  the.r  sk.ll   ^d     industry        A    cart 

whe^  he  ha,  b        r  """'"^  f^""-  «"'-. 
some  of  thrclo  h:  ^'7  ''"™  "'^^-'      '" 

'"e  n,arket.  ath'rtd'^   r  iririt.™^  '" 
with  fine  wool  t.,    „,ve     t    .     ?  '"terwoven 

a"d.o,roducea,?::t/,n^rr^'^^''''^ 

-^Xt^lt-^^CIf'"-?'^ 
for  the  market      It  ^-J  .      °^    '^'^^P 

'ewdaysrnorehlThor;::-!'^'';^ 

'ra:::^ndTi:'ri°'^'°'''-^'--^" 

.  anu  a  lew  baskets  of  fip-c       i„        , 
•ng  «"ch   mercantile  visits    to     if'  '"'''■ 

was  his  custom  to  reser  e  th.  J'''''''^''''  '^ 
of  the  produce  to  be  Te,  ^.f  f^^  ^^^ 
On  the  i>rev,r,„c  J  ,  ""=  Temple, 

sacrificed  "ndn''"''  "  *"'^  '■^'^  had  been 
cloth  was  be"nt  n  '  "J""""'  °'  ""^  ^est 
h,s  ne..t  -J^ri  7:X'  '"    '"    °""''    " 

buzz,  hum,  and  rattle  of  the  busy 
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workers    ceased,    and    the  hired  help  retired 
to  their  homes  in  the  village. 

On  that  night  there  was  a  banquet 
spread  at  the  residence  of  Arad  the  mer- 
chant, and  a  nu  'ibcr  of  friends  were  invited, 
especially  the  friends  of  Enoch-Benarad,  and 
those  who  were  interested  in  the  dangerous 
journey  which  he  was  shortly  to  make.  Ben- 
Or  and  his  son  Amos  arrayed  themselves  in 
linen  garments,  decorated  according  to  the 
usual  custom  of  the  day,  and  repaired  to  the 
banquet. 

As  the  guests  arrived  they  were  given  a 
hearty  welcome,  and,  when  they  were  all 
come  in,  they  were  arranged  in  order  around 
the  tables,  of  which  there  were  two.  The 
men  of  the  party  were  arranged  around  a 
large  table  occupying  the  middle  of  the 
room,  or  near  the  middle,  while  the  women 
were  shown  to  a  small  table  set  against  the 
wall.  There  is  little  similarity  between  the 
tables  used  at  that  time  and  those  with 
which  moderns  are  familiar.  The  tables, 
around  which  the  guests  of  Arad  assembled, 
were  like  low  platforms,  their  height  from 
the  floor  being  about  a  span.  Instead  of 
chairs,  cushioned  couches,  or  rather  cushion- 
ed carpets,   were  arranged   around   the  '.able, 
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upon  which   the  guests  would   sit   in   oriental 
fashion.     The  tables  were    sf)read     with     the 
richest    viands    which  the  country  could   fur- 
nish.     The  room  was  brilliantly   lighted  and 
was  decorated  with  many  curious  and  costly 
ornaments,  some  of  which    were    trophies    of 
the    merchant's    own  wanderings.     Here  and 
there    upon    the    walls    were    inscriptions    in 
Phoenician  characters.     Three  walls  were  also 
decorated  by  carved  pictures  of  battle  scenes; 
while  upon  the  fourth  wall,  written  in  letters 
of  gold  and  occuj)ying  almrsst  the  entire  sur- 
face, was  that  beautiful  poem,  the  finest  gem 
of  song  which  came  from  David's  pen,  "The 
Lord  is  my  shepherd,  I  shall  not  want." 

As  the  guests  were  arranged  around  the 
table,   Ben-Or,  somewhat  to  his  own  surprise, 
was  given  the  place  of  honor  nearest  to  the 
master  of  the  house,     and    the    other    guests 
were    assigned    places    according    to    age    or 
degree.     Amos  and  Enoch-Benarad  sat  oppo- 
site each   other  at  equal   distances     from     the 
head    of    the    table.       The    seat,    or    rather, 
couch,   where  Amos  sat  gave  him  a  view    of 
the  other  table  where  the  ladies  of  the  party 
were    making    merry     in    their  own  way.     It 
was  amusing  to  see  the  restlessness  of  Dinah, 
the  little  daughter  of  Arnan.     Not  once  nor 
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twice  but  many  times  her  face  turned  impuls- 
i'cly  away  from  the  table  and  her  eyes,  as 
if  drawn  by  a  magnet,  sought  Enoch-Bcn- 
arad.  Why  do  some  of  the  ladies  show 
such  deep  sympathy  for  the  little  girl,  while 
others  appear  not  to  notice  anything  unusual 
until  she  turns  away  from  them,  but  then 
put  on  an  amused  smile?  Dinah's  secret 
cannot  be  hidden.  It  has  long  ago  been  the 
talk  of  the  village.  In  the  days  that  were 
long  gone  by,  before  Enoch-Benarad's  at- 
tachment for  Ruth  had  taken  its  final  form, 
Arad,  the  wealthy  merchant  of  Tekoa,  had 
been  thinking  with  himself  and  talking  with 
his  better  half  about  the  imoortant  problem 
of  finding  a  suitable  wife  for  their  son.  It 
was  natural  that  the  daughter  of  their  weal- 
thy neighbour  should  attract  their  atten- 
tion. Arnan,  the  wealthy  shepherd,  lord  of 
flocks  and  herds,  was  also  becoming  unusu- 
ally friendly  to  the  family  of  Arad.  The 
match  was  desirable  to  the  parents  of  both, 
and  both  children  were  encouraged.  But 
fate,  a  perverse  fate  as  the  parents  thought, 
intervened  to  prevent  the  match.  The  de- 
crees of  Providence  do  not  always  follow 
along  the  ways  delineated  by  human  wis- 
dom.    The    girl,    though    only  a  child,  had 
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acted  up„n  the  impulse  of  her    parenis'    en 
couragemen,    and    had  allowed  her  ,  o„Z' 

-.had„u.':rheJt'f::e  ;rr'::; 

under  s.m.lar  crcumslances.     But  after  R„ih 
had  d,sappearcd,  her  pa.s.on  began  to  rev,  J 
Th      parents    of    Enoch-nenaraS,    ,00,    J  ,e 

a  ner"'':rV"^  "^  ""'""•  '""•   '""   '"  >^' 

wou  "  ha  e    '"    'T"^    """''  '''^'"""nation, 
wouJd   ha^c  brought   ,t  about 

and  h      ,^  :"''P°'"""™f  "f  'hat  nature  br.ngs 
and  he   felt  an.use,),   at   firs,,   and    then    s^d 

f:i^;^r  -- '- '--'-' '--  -">»^  'he 
on  vrrtur::^::;:™  uS  -r^  --  -p- 

cast     th„     ""J"'^-  .  K^'niors  of  wars  in  the 

.nd  Isr  el  ^T'"'    "'''""''    ^'''-"'    J"<^- 
U,,J       J  Pr^l'er.ty    of    the    country 

l.ttle  ,„c,dents  of  gossip  ,„  Jekoa,    and    Z' 
pccaly  the  purposed  adventurous    ourney  o 
Enoch-Benarad  and  Au.os,    furn.shed    top.c       ' 
for     interesting    conversation.       The    genera 
op,n,on  was  that  the  young  n,en  were'tXr^ 
:e    ir .  !r  f !,  ^'^P-^    --    effort? 


were  made  even  at  that  late  date  f< 
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tlicm  from  it.  Aman  the  shepherd  was  es- 
pecially vehement  m  his  j.rotest  aga.nst  so 
ioo  ish  an  adventure.  Hut  when  the  party 
l-Toke  up,  the  y.,ung  men  were  as  firm  as  ev- 
'-r  m  their  resolve,  and  the  friends  one  and 
^^".   united  m   wishing  them  success. 

There  was  a  high   place  of    worship    m 

Ic'koa.  as,  indeed,  there  was  in  every  village 

<>i     .mportance,     where     weekly     prayer     was 

rnade.       But    the    chief    centres    of 'worsM^ 

nd   Beth??""  ^'u"^'^""  ''-'''  ^'  J-"-'e- 
■md   Bethsheha.      The   local   sanctuary  at   Te- 

kou    was    very    simple    in    its    arrangement. 

The    grove    under  which  some  of  their   fore- 
a  hers  had  wor.shipped  had  been  cut  away  • 

but  the  altar  of  sacrifice  constructed  of  rough 

stone,  which  had  stood   from  time  immemor- 
ial, was  still  standing;  and,  behind  it.  where 

he  grove  had  been,   there  was  a  building  to 

he  ter  the  worshippers.      The    roof    of    this 
building  was  of  wood,   but  the  sides  were  of 

eather  stretched  over  a  light  frame.  Under 
this  shelter,  half  house  and  half  tent,  dur- 
ing the  week  a  couple  of  poor  Levites  gave 
mstructions  to  the  children  of  Tekoa.  On 
a   :5abbath   whor.   ^     i„_ — 

,  ,    ,      , ^^     '^^fe^'    ^■f'^ngregation     was 

assembled,   the   leather  sides  were    raised     to 
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people.  '•"*•'''    """''"-^    of 

of  ,hl  "■■"  ""  :'^^''''""''  '"•f"^''  '!>'  heg,„„,„„ 

n,g  h.i  r'  """,'''''■"'■  ■^'^^  "--off" 

winch    was    extended    ,o  ,„  full  ,  '      T,'' 
v-.erablc  elder  „f    Tekoa    s.ood    :      a    flj 

^od    the    subject  of  sf.rrow  which   h.ri   K 
dots    :f'rf'''"T'''^P-l^''™'he 

.a.p.lfe7:^;„-lu:L'/;trPar 

narchs,    from    Moses     -.nH   fh.  u 

"-"    upon    .he    .:;,     '  a    ,ef  Tf  thov": 

;'*.a,n.t  ,he  transgressor,  and    as  he  poin  e'd 

H..s:%re::rL';:;^'=-^"-'" 

^.ngs    ana  „,c.ed"„?en ':™  rZ  :"r 

whlcT^llel  T    ""1  ^^'"='"°"   -^    -^^f 
wiiitn  called  dnvvp  th^  ,,„„_._,.  ,    , 

I.  rn,    ..eugcance  of  the  Al- 
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miglily,  the  cnRregalR.n  lr,.„.l,lcd  lx.forc  In,., 

tack  toward  the  rear  .,f  the  us,emhlv.  Then 
<l'e  tenor  of  the  address  changed  md  the 
wtsdom   or  Jehov  ,h     ■,„,!   ,  " 

ncss  and  r„,  ■  "  Bracious  good- 

ness and  lo  ,„gk,ndness  were  dwelt  „po„  „„. 
"I     the    aud,ence    melted     ,„to    leirs        Tl 
;-ple  of  that  land  and    o,    t^a^d  ,    we  e" 
nore  e„o.,„nal  than    we    of    ,„„dern'„rer 
■'"d    Ihey    changed    niore    r.adilv    from  T„ 

'h»tTdt:s::rt''''-'""r""-"''' 
;MMovahh:rj:,----^^^^^ 

-r:ia::ior^i  hig^;:  r-- 

™dedw,,haso,e,„„ehant'o-,,,eI,r':f 

^iJ'^l'  '"^  "-'  ^'-  -^  -^-"^n;' 
I'lace  in  all  generations." 

Wc  pass  o\cr  the  scmn  r.f    c  n 

parting,  and  say  very  lu^.h     .  IP'"   ""^ 
to  Edom       nJ       Z  ^''"^  *^'^  journey 

,    c,aom.     One  incident  musf      J,..,.  , 

---ecanse  .t  has  a  hetn^-;  ^! 

wa/^iTL^rhfha^tra'r-- 
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valuiihlr    iii,trii(ti(.ii    ( (.lurrnitii,'    tlic    I.iirI    of 
I':(l(»ni.      Ill,  ,ul\i(,-  t.,   Ames  and   In,    friend 
was  til, It    tli(>y   .i,sMiiic     ii.niics    and     rcpn-sent 
tlu'insclves    as    ti,.\  .H.-rs     frutn    the    northern 
kint'doiii   of    Isr.rl.      D^crc   was   so   rniu  h   hit- 
ter   feeling   i)etween    l-.d-.m   and   Judea    that    it 
would   he  hardly   siic    lor     a     couple     of     Ju- 
(leans  to  .ittcinpt   to  |.,i-,s  throuj^rj,  the  land  of 
i--doii]    uitliMiit    a    slrouKly    armed   escort.      On 
the    other    hand,    the    kin-,l,„j,    ,,f    [^racl    and 
the     ki;iL;(|oni     ot     |.(l,,ni     were    .,n     friendly 
tt-rnis:     and,     if     the     yount;     travellers    were 
thoujiht   to  o.n.c   frMii,   the  jiortherti   kin{,'dorn, 
they     could     ,n,,\e     ahout     with     cniparative 
saf(>t>.  and  their  <.nly  danger  would  l)e  from 
rcgidir  highway  rohhfr..      Following  this  ad- 
vice,   Ihey    would    ,ross   the   Jordan    and   jour- 
ney   H.tilliAard    ah.iig   the   east     of     tiie     Salt 
Sea 

Another  piece  of  advice,  which  the  lul- 
""utc  had  volunteered,  was  that  they  should 
•lot  krcp  to  tlie  UKun  highwav.  On  the  high- 
Ijinds  east  of  the  Salt  Sea  and  the  Jordan 
there  was  a  road  passing  through  Eduni, 
Ah>ah,  Amnion,  Hashan,  and  Syria  to  Dam- 
^'scus.  I  he  ,„„.,i  ,,,^,j.^^,  f^^^  travellers  from 
Judca  or  Israel  to  pursue  was  to  cross  th« 
Jordan   and   gaui   the  h.ghwav   and  to   follow 


»«^PTy^  ^flffj ^Aji%iCr  -    ^Wif  " 


F!OM  Tf-.K().\  to  Ton  hi.  ,,,, 

It   southward   tlirou^rli   Aiiim.  n   .hhI    M,,.,!,     t,, 
Tophcl.       Kur    had    tr.ivclh.l   m  th..,r  (oun- 
trics   a   good   deal,    and    thr   voitc   of   his  ex- 
perience was  that  two  travellers  on  the  high- 
way   would    surely    fall    virtinis   to    sr.me   one 
of  the  robber  gangs,  which  wat<  h  ah.ng  th.it 
road,    somewhere   in   the    land   of   Amnion   or 
Moab.      He  advised   them   not    t.-    fo|l.,\v   the 
road,    but   t(.  make    their     way     through     the 
wild   country   between   the  highway     and     the 
•Salt  Sea.      He  further  suggested  that,   if  fhey 
should     go     in     the    guise    ..f     hunters,     they 
would    t)e   less   likely   to   be   nv.lcsted. 

This  advice  of  the  Kflomite  was  second- 
rd  by  the  opinion  (,f  Arad  the  merchant, 
who  had  travelled  e.xtrnsivriy  in  his  life- 
time, and  who  alsr,  had  the  remembrance  o{ 
certain  experiences  with  highway  robbers. 
The  two  yr.ung  fra\ellcrs  could  not  choose 
but  to  follow  the  course  suggested  by  exper- 
ience and  wisdom.  They,  however  decided 
to  retain  their  own  names. 


The  two  travellers  had  compassed  a 
Inrge  part  of  their  journey  through  the  land 
of  Moab.  They  were  ai)proaching  a  low 
ridge    of    rock.     Wliere    there    was    n     hronL- 


which  allowed  them  t 


o  see  tiirough  the  ndge, 
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there  seemed  to  be    immediately    beyond    ,t 
one  of  those  deep  narrow  valleys  Zh 
frequent  in  that  country  "^        "^  "'  ^'' 

^'Jrk,       said   Enoch-Rpnar^ri    •  i 

tone.     "There  is  n     ,.    "^^^'^  f^^^'^ad   m  a   low 
^"ere  is  a  dinner  for  us  " 

fowl,   „|„ch   at  th  ,  T  uf^  "'"  °'  *"=■■- 

•he  top  of  the  t,dge.     We" ,  ,"  c^p  C 

boih'to,  I  :„:r  'tet^^'n  °"  "--^^  -^ 

down."  "  "^  ■'"P  o"--  heads 

Lore-'  Xh"p™Jo"  ''''•^^  "^^-PP^"  '»  be 
"W.       asked    Emch-Benanid.       "Thev    H„ 

rth'Tea'"""™  ""  '"^  -"^-  -  ouTstde" 

"°1  Ti:!'^!:!.";?'  ''•■'.^^  ^-  wa„d. 


ered 


the    Jordan. 


aifi.     finding    thf 
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water  of  the  Salt  Sea  little    to    thefr    taste 
have  followed  up  this  brook.     Hear  the  wit* 
crjunn.ng!     It  must    be    a    brook    of    s^e 

nearc    to  the  ndge.     Then,    coming    up    b^- 

the    J'ds        h'  ^-\^"^^'  through' anS  saw 

he    L,  ds,    wh.ch    they    were  seeking,  below 

them  along  the  edges    of    the    brook      Each 

piredT"'  '^™^  ^^^"^ '-  ^--  -d 

placed  them   ,n  readiness.      Then,   m  a  wh.s- 
pcred    conver..at,on.     it    was    deeded     wh^ch 
bird  each    should    try    h,s    skdl    upon    first 
The  arrows  are  on  the  strmgs.  and  the  bows 
are  bemg  raised  mto  position  for  a  shot-  but 

wha.,hat.^    Something  flashed  in  the'sun 
''ght.     One  bird  raised  its    wings    as    if    tn 
fiy;  then  dropped  them  again,     by'ov         n 

vaster      A      '"'    ''  u''""    ^^"'^  ^^-^^  ^^ 
water.     An   arrow,   which  had   done  the  exe- 

cution.  lav  with  it-^  h^-,^  u        _i         . 

side  "'       '"  "^^  ^'"''^ 

■■Where  did  ,t  come  from,"  whispered 
Enoch-Benarad.  As  he  was  s„eak,ng.  "^here 
--  a  wh.sh,  nash,  spfash,  and  a  second  a  ! 
\:ir^u:     ""'  =:  ''""  "-".  -hich   f^  - 


-d   right 


li 


i 


upon  the  second.   hrr.,,rrU,. 


fills,  uu-.vn 
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another  bird,   shot  on   the  wing  as  the  flork 
was  beginning  its  flight. 

"They  arc  behind  that  rock."  .said  Am- 
os, pointing  across  the  gulch.  "We  will  see 
them  when  they  come  out."  The  two  young 
men  crouched  lower  bciimd  the  rocks  and 
peered  across. 

Just  then  a  lad  of  about  sixteen  years 
clambered  over  the  rock  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  gulch,  .md  climbed  down  to  the 
brook.  Then  another  head  rose  above  the 
rock.  It  was  the  head  of  a  man:  and,  as 
his  face  came  in  .sight,  the  sunlight  showed 
a  big  red  scar  on  his  cheek. 

The    two    young    men    looked    at    each 
other   for  a  moment  in  speechless  surprise    It 
was  their  old  patient,   Kur,  the  Edomite  rob- 
ber      Enoch-Renarad  sprang    onto    the    rock 
before    him    and    shouted    out    "Ho,     friend 
Kur."     The  Edomite  started  and  grasped  his 
how.   but  a  glance  at  the  opposite  ridge  told 
him    who    tlie    intruders      were.       Then      the 
momentary  expression  of   surprise  and   alarm 
gave  place  to  one  of  real   joy.   as  he  called 
out     his    greeting     across     the     narrow     gulch 
whi(-h  sej)arated  them. 

On  the  day    which     followed     this    inci- 
dent,  an  idle  crowd  w.tc  nccomKif.,^'     ^_  ,._ti- 
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cr,   lounging  about  m  the    market    place    of 
Tophel,      listening     to     the    harangue    of    a 
would-be    prophet     of     the     national      deity 
Some  were  standing  ,n  groups,    and    making 
a    tew  passing  remarks  as    they     listened     to 
the  oration.     An  occasional   solitary   individ- 
ual was    walking    here    and    there    over    the 
grounds    passing  from  one  group  to  another, 
or  merely  walking  to  stretch  his  limbs  after 
sitting  or  lying  for  a  long  time.     Some  were 
sitting  down  or   lying  u,,on   the  ground,    for 
the  grass  was  dry  and  warm.     Although  the 
wet  season  had  well  set    ,n,     yet     there    had 
been  no  rain   for  a  day  or  two  and  the  sun 
had  dried  the  surface  of  everythmg  ex,,osed 
to  Its  rays.     There  were  people  of  both  sex- 
es and  of  all  degrees  and  social  ranks,   from 
the  beggar  in  rags  to  the  indolent     sons    of 
wealthy  citizens,  uho  were  seeking    to    catch 
wh.t    pleasure    they    could   from  the  passing 
hour.      The  discourse    could    not    have    been 
one    of    the    highest     eloquence,     for    many 
Fjcople    were    giving    ihe.r  attention  to  other 
things,   occupied   in   separate  conversation,   or 
inspecting  certain   articles   which   were     being 
offered   for    sale.      Purchasers    of     fruit    and 
other    palatable    delicacies   werp  bo.n„  ......^ 

irom  time  to  time,   and  a  number    of''  s,">eT,- 
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mens  were  fast  disappearing  fro:n  the  hands 
of  the  purchasers  on  different  parts  of  the 
grounds. 

The  prophet  concluded  his  discourse  and 
stepped   down   from  the  orator's  block.     An- 
other took  his  place  anfi   began  to  expatiate 
upon    the    divine    mysteries    which  had  been 
entrusted  to  him.     Just    at    this    time    three 
new    comers    appeared    on    the    sec.  e.      One 
was  a  youth  of  about  sixteen  and  the  others 
were,    pcrha[)s,    six    or    eight    years      older. 
They  brought  into  the  market-place  a  burden 
of  fowls  and  small  game,  which  the  younger 
of    the    three    immediately    offered   for  sale. 
The  other  two,  who  ap[)eared  to  be  strangers 
in  the  city,   looked  around  curiously  over  the 
crowd   and   then   gave  tlieir  attention   to    the 
speaker. 

1  wo  boys,  who  were  lounging  a  little 
distance  away,  now  came  up  and  spoke  to 
the  youth  as  he  was  offering  his  spoil  for 
sale.  '•Weil,  Xurali,"  said  one.  "I  see 
your  father  has  been  more  fortunate  in  the 
Woods  than  he  was  about  Jerusalem.  Where 
did  \ou  find  the  birds?  We  do  not  have 
many  of  that  kind  around  here?" 

"We  shot  them  along  the    gulch,"    said 
.Nur;'..!,       jijst    beyond  llic  border  of  Edom. 
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Wc    followed    the    flock    up    and    got    three 
chances  to  shoot  at  them." 

"Where  is  your  father?"  asked  the  other 
lad.  who  had  not  spoken.  "Has  he  gone 
over  to  try  liis  luck  around  Jerusalem  again? 
The  God  of  the  land  was  against  him  be- 
fore. I  am  afraid  that,  if  he  tries  it  again, 
he  will  be  killed  outright  as  my  poor  father 
was." 

"No,"  returned  Xurah,  "my  father  has 
given  up  such  a  wild  pursuit.  The  mark  on 
his  face  makes  him  too  conspicuous  for  bord- 
er work.  He  will  do  as  his  father  did—fol- 
low the  chase,  and  gather  gums  and  honey 
and  herbs  from  the  woods.  I  am  glad  of 
the  change,  because  he  will  ;dlow  me  to  go 
with  him  no  v.  You  see,  wc  have  made  a 
good  beginning.  Now,  my  father  has  gone 
into  the  woods  of  Moab  (o  gather  gums  and 
honey  and  dye  stuff." 

While  this  conversation  was  going  on 
and  continuing  at  much  greater  length,  Am- 
os and  Enoch-Renarnd, — for  thoy  were  the 
two  strangers  who  came  to  the  market-place 
with  Xurah,  the  son  of  Kur,-  were  listcnmg 
to  the  words  of  the  prophet  of  the  Edomite 
God.  The  worsiiip,  as  he  described  it,  bore 
many  marks  of  resemblance  to  the  Baal  wor- 
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ship,  which  the  children  of  Israel  had  learn- 
ed from  their  Canaanite  predecessors  in  the 
land  of  Palestine.  He  was  now  dwelling 
on  the  ancient  rite  of  worship  by  means  of 
fire,   and  he  contmued  thus: — 

"O,  ye  children  of  Edom,  the  mysteries 
which  my  breast  contams    concerning    thmgs 
divine  are  beyond  what    has    ever    been    re- 
vealed to  mortal  man.     With  how  just  pride 
I  boast  myself    to    be    the    recipient    of    un- 
speakable secrets,   beyond  the  ken  of  human 
thought.     A  vision  I  have  recently  ex[)erienc- 
cd  I  will   now  make  known  to  you.     It  con- 
cerns   the    destinies    of  men  and  of  nations. 
Children    of     Edom,     turn  your  eyes  toward 
heaven.     My  eyes  were  ripened  and  I  saw  the 
l<ing,  the  great  God  of  the  heavens,     Father 
of    all     things  that  live  ui)on  the  earth.     He 
It  is  who  sends  the  rain.     He  it  is  who  com- 
mands the  sunshine.      He  sets    his    lamp    in 
the  heavens  to   illuminate  the  earth,   the  sun 
by  day  and  tiie  moon  by  night.     He  directs 
the    south-wind    and    it    scorches    our    land. 
He  commands  the    gentle    breezes     from    the 
west    and    they     fan    our    checks    and    play 
among  the  tresses  of  our  hair.     He  it  is  who 
rides  upon  the    whirlwind,    as    it    breaks    in 
fury  upon  the  face  of  the    earth,    as    it    up- 
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roots  the  mighty  oak,  shatters  the  houses  of 
stone  and  rends  the  very  hills  asunder. 
How  wonderful  is  the  great  God  who  dwells 
in  the  heavens  above. 

Listen  then  O  children  of  Edom,  to  the 
vision.  My  eyes  were  opened  and  I  had  a 
vision,  a  vision  of  the  great  God  of  the 
heavens.  He  was  riding  on  a  purple  cloud : 
his  chariot  and  his  horses  were  of  flaming 
fire.  The  wheels  of  his  chariot  were  like 
fire,  and  the  track  which  they  left  behind 
them  burned  like  living  coals  among  the 
clouds.  He  rode  across  the  heavens  from  the 
East  to  the  West,  and  disappeared  beyond 
the  last  extremity  of  earth.  Then  he  rode 
back.  The  doors  of  the  firmament  opened 
to  let  him  pass  through.  He  scaled  the 
clouds  until  he  reached  the  sun ;  and  there, 
as  onre  more  the  doors  of  heaven  opened  to 
let  him  pass,  the  chariot  dashed  into  the  in- 
visible beyond,  leaving  nothing  but  its  fiery 
tracks  amongst  the  clouds. 

Children  of  Edom,  again  I  say  bare 
your  heads  and  lift  your  eyes  in  solemn 
wonderment  to  heaven.  Learn  the  lesson 
which  the  vision  teaches.  When  the  great 
God,  who  dwells  in  palaces  which  mortals 
may    not    sec,     above    the    azure    firmament, 
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which    c.-inoj)ics    the    earth,    majestically    re- 
vealed  himself    to   my    prcphetic   sight,    what 
was      his      appearance?       Involved      in      fire, 
drawn  by   fire,    leaving  fiery    tra.  ks    behind! 
What  a  sacred  wcrd  is  this:— fire!     Wc  place 
tlie   victim   slain   ujjon   the   burning  pile,    and 
in  the  flame  tlic  Gods  draw  near  and   feast. 
\ou   are   likewise   well    aware,    people   of 
the  mighty  God.   that,   as  the  father    of    all 
dwells   beyond   the   firmament   above,    so,    be- 
neath the  ground  his  Goddess  has  hor  home; 
mother  of    all    thint^s    living    on    the    earth. 
She    it     is    who    causes    trees    to  grow,   and 
k'rass,    and   herbs,    and   grain,    who   gives   his 
food   to  man.   who   feeds  the  beasts  and  tlie 
birds  and   fish   and  all     things     living    uixm 
earth. 

Know  then,  ye  who  hear,  that,  when 
the  heavens  rend  and  lightning  flashes 
forth,  the  Fatiier  above  sf)eaks  to  the  divm- 
ity  below,  his  voice  the  thunder  and  his 
t<.ngue  a  Hash  of  flame.  So.  likewise,  when 
the  cartii  snakes,  the  hills  are  torn  apart, 
and  fire  leaps  forth  from  earth's  interior, 
sending  toward  he.iven  its  mighty  cloud  of 
smf>ke,  the  Goddess  in  the  earth  breaks  her 
awful    silence  and   sjjeaks   to   him   above." 

!>;.     iiiis   uiiif    iiic   Wiidic   aSMiiiOiy    Were  on 
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their  feet  and  crowding  nearer  to  the  speak- 
er. Amos  and  his  two  companions  remain- 
ed where  they  were,  for  the  two  Hebrews 
were  loath  to  mingle  with  the  crowd  of 
foreigners,  and  Xurah  must  remain  with  the 
game,  which  he  had  broug!it  m.  The  proph- 
et continued  his  address,  as  was  the  custom 
in  that  region,  in  a  sort  of  chant,  half  ora- 
tion, half  song,  but  modulating  his  voice  in 
such  a  way  that  the  tone  and  volume  corres- 
ponded with  the  thought  so  naturally  as  to 
render  his  delivery  very  forceful.  Orations, 
at  that  time,  wore  usually  cast  into  a  poet'C 
form,  and  in  this  speech  the  poetic  (|u;\lity 
was  unusually  prominent  and  yet,  there  was 
an  irregularity  about  i*^,  which  showed  that 
the  words  were  not   premeditated. 

The  speaker  proceeded,  and  with  the 
same  e.xcellence  of  style  and  utter. mce  ex- 
pounded his  doctrine  to  the  pe^jjl  ■.  He 
taught  that  fire  is  the  one  medium  by  which 
we  communicate  with  divinity  ;  that  wliercver 
a  fire  burns,  both  the  great  God  and  the 
great  Goddess  are  together  in  it;  t!  at  they 
sit  together  in  the  flame  and  partake  of  their 
sacrificial  feast,  that,  when  fire  rages  through 
a  forest  or  a  city,  the  great  God  and  the 
great   Goddess   are     there,     either     in     intense 


I  lO 
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I>"ngcr  or   m   iritrnsc  wrath,    prosecuting  their 
work   of   destruction.      He     told     a     s'ory     of 
the     far     Kast,     how  a   lire  was  l<C{)t   burning 
perpetually     on     the  mount,; ni,   watched  over 
by   a    faithful   |)nest,    in     order     to     give     the 
^reat    dod    a   continuous   means   of   communi- 
catin^'  With  the  earth.      llien  with  a  i)assion- 
ate   burst   of   clo()ucncc    he     dwell     up  'n     the 
faithfulness  with  which  the  (lods  were  served 
m   .mcient   tunes,   when   the  people,   more  de- 
voted  to  the  ('ii)ch  than   their  own   flesh   and 
Idood,    uould    sicnhce   their     eldest     born,     a 
l)urnt   offering  to   least   the  deities.      "It  may 
have   l)een    mistaken     zeal,"     he     said,     "and 
that  the  hmif^-er  of  the  Cods  is  satisfied  with 
fiesh  of  beasts:     but    would     that    men    and 
women   now  were  as  eager  to  render  up  their 
service."     A  reference  was  then  made  to  the 
I)revaibng  custom,   and  a  custom    whi  h     the 
speaker    highly    commended,    of  making  the 
sons   to   pass   through    fire,    in   order   that   the 
(iod   and   Goddess,    who     were     both     present 
there,    might,   by   their  conjunction,   co.nmuni- 
late   a   spark   of    imperis'i,d)le   divinity   to   the 
infant    boy.      The   boy    was     passed     through 
tlie     hi-e    so    ([uickly     as    to  be  only  slightly 
burned;  but   in  the  passage,  as  it  was  suppos- 


1-"1:(>M     ll.lidA    :()     I  <ii"   I 
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(•(1,    tlir    God    ;iii(l    (j(»(!(lrss    united    t<i    impart 


ark  of   thnr  f»\vn   su 


hst, 


nice. 


to  him  a  sp 

Then  followed  the  concluding  part  of  the 
address,  and  a  pirt  which  a  modern  writer 
would  much  prefer  to  omit,  and  wh'ch,  in- 
deed, in  obedience  to  the  demand  for  dec- 
ency, can  only  he  described  in  vague  out- 
line. All  the  prcic'U' tivencss  of  the  earth 
was  believed  to  he  caused  by  the  united  ef- 
forts of  the  two  great  divinities,  and  the 
crude  notions  winch  the  p:"oplc  held  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  this  multiform  fcrtili*/- 
ot  the  earth  was  prf)duced  by  the  great  Cod 
and  the  great  Goddess  led  to  the  grossest 
immorality  in  tiieir  votaries;  and  the  victims 
of  this  abominable  practice  acii  lly  believed 
that   in  so  doing    they    were  ually     wor- 

shippnig  their  di\ir.c  leather  a..d  tlieir  di- 
vine Mother.  At  the  high  places  of  worship) 
in  Edr>m,  where  every  allurement  was  made 
to  entice  the  pef)ple  to  immorality,  thcve  were 
the  so-called  sacred  tents  in  whicli  the  so- 
called  consecr.ited  woieen  sat  wait'ng  for 
misled  men  to  come  and  worship  with  them 
and  to  leave  an  offering  in  their  hands.  In 
closing  his  address,  tlie  prophet  even  exhort- 
ed the  people  to  persevere  in  this  most  de- 
grading element  of  their  sacred  rites. 
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Hie     two     yoiiri^r     Ilehrrw*;     h-.^      i         . 

"::.:::\::i't '^•r'--^- 
'f   "s."   said  I.P  ,,     I  ""fortunate 
.       -uu  he  to    his    comr)anion      "th-,f     , 
man     fMifJowrd     uHl,     surl>     .J     n  ^ 

--    JZ''-^;,,!'-'-^.;'    <■-    been 

^'-1'.    -..I.    Ihe    .ln,nder'orLlr     n" 

vener;,l,Ic    friend    Al.iah    hn.  '^"'''^-     O""- 

for  ll      Air  „     J  "    ''"^<^"    prayinE 

r.L     AM  good  n,en  are  long,„g  f^,;.,^ 

people  wVs  ,r\„i;:„,-:>:-     "'     ">e 

"t,uj    w.is  excliaiiPfed    for  n^h        Tu        i 

took  up  what  was  loft    -enoLhtr   Th' 
en.ng  and  morning  mcals-"nd  fh     ,  "'" 

out   for  thr  hon..  f f  p^        '"""^   ^^^   t^^r^e  set 


Fkom  Tkkoa  toTop,,,,,..  ,,, 

The  road  wf„ch    (hey  tr.ok.    rvrn    ns    .> 
•/t   the  rnarkct  place,   was    ver-    de^.  Y     n 
'»s  pavement  and  adornn.ents.     On  the  rLh 
was^what   seemed    l..e  a  ,rove  of  ornam^I;;: 

,J;  ..  '''^  ^'■"""^^  «f    -    rn.m    who    ,s    vcr; 

sacred";;;!.^""''"'   ^'^  '^>-       "''     ^    *'- 
They  stopped   .n   front  of  it  and   looked 
I     over.       The  trees  were  carefully   trimmed 
■•"d     elegantly     tra.ned.     afford.n.    T7o) 

u.or..      In   several   places  a  hedge  of    beiut, 

■  T  '""^  h.ngmys  of    wh.ch    mmht    bo 
sc.n    .hroug      .1,0  leafage  of  „,c  hodfe      A 
«aik,     paved    w,th    ,,„l,sl,ed    i.mestone      led 
fron,    the    street    through    ,he  mid^t  of    h 
wXrl  ,    """.^T""''  -reos„o„,   the    h 

""■r  .  To  the  right  and  to  the  loft  of  ho 
court  were  tents:  ,n  the  m,dsl  of  „  wa  le 
^tone  altar;  and  heh.nd  .t  stood  the  Telle 

Hit  b;"<l-«    -h  elegant   extTrtl 

decorat.ons.       i  i,c  Temple  with   ,t.,  eurla.ned 
projections,   together  w,th  the  tents,  ,ncCd 


i.M 


;,  I 


I 

I 
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the  court  (,n  three  sicJes.  The  fourth  sulo 
was   open    and   connuunK.-itcd    w,th    the   street 

jy  means  of  the  ,.,-,vecl  w.,lk,  ,vh,rh  passed 
throuj,h  the  „„dst  of  the  grove,  as  has  al- 
ready  been   described. 

"What   are  the  tenls "   askvd     Amos     as 
they  turned  to  Iraxc  ,1,,,  pj-.^.^ 

"Oh.  they  are  the  t,-nts  of  the  consecrat- 
ed  \vo„,cn,"   .in>wered    Xurah 

RecoIlectH.ns  of  ti,e  speech  v.h,ch  he 
'.Hi  „st  h<ard  r.Mue  back  to  Arnos.  and  he 
shuddered  as  the  thou^yht  revived  that  all 
this  ele^-MU  rxlcri,.r  of  nature  and  art  was 
<•"  y  ,  ^.,rn,e„t  to  conceal  a  hcr-riblc  p.t  of 
rilthiness   and   vice. 

"Do  you  worship  here?"   he  asked,   turn- 
health'        "'''    '""^    '''"'  "^   ^''"    ^'''^''   ^"'^"^t 
"Xo."     repbed     the     bov.      "My      father 
''-  ;"rbid   It.      He  says  that   the  .L^td 
;-I''-ts    are   only    shams;    that     the     devoted 
;;;'';•;    7     "-"-y-K.abb,ng    wenches;      and 
^'^f     ''-   ^-1   ■md     fioddcss     theni.elves     are 
not   what  the  prophets  .say.      He  savs  that  we 
ran   learn   m..reab,,ut   the  Gods  in 'the  woods 
nrjn   the   rocky   wilderness   than   here   m   this 
iio  u.sed   to  hate    your    j)eo[)le, 

inic 


den  (»f  bcs.  ^ 

''ut    since   he  cuiie     back     tins     last"  t 


he 


^"^ff*.' 


From  Tkkoa  to  Tojuk,..  ,,j 

,"""'"    'f  1",  "i    yo"-     ITc    s  ,d    that    the 
.  op  o  of  J,Kl.,  h.ve  a   s.n„,«e  s„„crsti„„n, 

Me',!'"     "         "  "'"'  "'"'  "'=  '■-^'™"« 

ncii.irad  and     Amos     asked     n,  .-,,. 
•""■      As  thcy   ,„,„n,.c.,i   the  s,,..,,    ,     x      'l  ': 

'"'?'-••  ■^''- -'-i  to  .„h... ',  ,r:;: . 

;-^"«l  .n  the  d,s,a.,.c  ,„„1  ,:.,e    st.o  i    a 
;..!^;e  house  s„rro,„,.,<.,l   ,,,   ,   ,^„^.^„„^    ^.^J" 

„,.',"■      '•'»'   '-■■    ■■'»  '!''•  roy.J   hare,,,,     and 

laa^r  house  heyo,,d   is  t^ 
'••"K.      The  h„,ld,„f;s  aro,„„l   ;„e  ,„o.tU.  o - 
::''"'■''     '■>'    "'<■    '<-as    officers    a„d     ^/a    I 
'■■".-cpartof  ,he«„ardo„     h,.,.  „,tv        ' 
0„  e„len„jj  the  house,   ,l,e    f„:st     „er,on 
;;■'"■■"  ".oyn,e,.a„du„hu.i,o::,X„,,|,-„," 
"7'  f  iu.i,n,ed,   was  h,s  „s„  ...     .She  see,' 

::'. "; '"• "'  ^^°"' "-  --  ^«.  as  he-  h™;;: 

.  .  nd,  as  soon  as  .she  disappeared  through 
<"■  door  to  „,for„,  the  olher  ,„e,nl,ers  of  the 
>^>"''y  Ihal  tl,e  strangers  ha,'  an.ved,  En- 
■•oliRcnarad  „„,u,red  of  .\-„r,.h  ,f  he  and  his 
■-.»lcr  ,ve,-e  „o,  ,w,n,.  .Vur,,!,  ,.,. ,!,„„,,)  „,^, 
'■<-y  were  not  ,w,ns.   i,u,   ,l,at     ,l,e    g,r|     ,vas 
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cade r  '  r'""''''"^  "'^  ='""2^  '°  'I-- 

reader,   as,   nt    first,    ,t   d,d   l„  ,|,e  twc,  Judo- 

^n.s:butw.,„ah„lo.ndsee,f,l,ercare„„, 
Y    "■"""'"«,..    ,„    ,h„    heathen    hous^! 

he  liv.ng  roo,,,.     where    the    uo„,en    sat    at 
"'e.r    work,    and    there    thev    ntade    the  a 
;i"^"ntanee  of   Kur's  i,e,ter  half,    whteh    had 
'-  Leads  .-,nd    f„„r    fee,,   an,l   wl.-h   r -e,  p 
"'  •""  ''""'-^  '-'  "PPo.te  si  'c.  „f  the  room 
;;r.   .n  more  s.n.ph-  ,a„g„„e,  w:,„.,  co„      te', 
"t     t"0    wotnen   n.slcad  of  one;    f„r    at   th- 
••nie,„  re,,a,red  ,„orc    ,h.,„    one    fema    '  ,0 

«:s  a  h.'.a™;:.."'^'"^ "'  '"^  '™=  -"  — 

it  had  heen  insisted  on  bv  Knr  fK-,f  ,u 

t-o  Judoans  should  ron.am  -,t  ht    I 
lonir  1-  )T,„       k  "'"."n  .ic  his    house    so 

>ng  a>  they  chose  to  tarry  m   Tophel       Ru- 
mor   soon    spread    around    that    iL    vo 
imnters   fronr   the  chddren  of      ra  rwe  e  so' 
^-rnnrg  „r  the    e„y,     and     that     they     were 
makmg    „„,„,r,es    eoncernmg    ,t,e     lo,t     Z, 
f".m    Judea.      They  ealled^.henrsel        ('^   ' 
dren  of   /sr.ael,   wh,ch,   nuleed,   was  ,r' e    but 
;-  ed  the  Edo,„,tes  to  s„ppose  th  T'.,  ev 
m     f  „„,  u,e  ,„ore   fnendly  Northern  k,ng- 
""m.     I,   „as  no.sed    ab,a,t    that    they    were 


From  Tekoa  to  Tophki.. 


PI..CC   u™M   ;  "       ";™"    ""■•  'l>e  market 

-  'I  ti  t  ■  «.f '  ;r '  '";; '"""'  ^"""  i->">- 

-Ku":^:■:r:Tti;eft::t';r7^'^''- 

"J  l-.s  own   happMHss,   as  the  clouds  of  d,, 
|.|.o.n.,.ent    again    th.ckcned  and  bla°ken  d 

-f"re  h„„,  l,e  ,.a..ed  once  more  n„o  a  de, 

-ndcn.  ,n„od.     The  cty  of  Tophol  waste 
™,n,  „„,,earah,e  and   ho.h  yo,!n,  „,en  d  . 

'dcd  that   ,1  was  useh:5s  to  remain  there   for 
■'  '""K"  ..n,e^     I,,,„ah  nu,s,  yet  be  searched' 


!     i 


! 
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and  then  part  of  the  surrounding  country  of 
Eden    but  to    Enoch-Benarad    the    prospect 
seemed   dark   and   hopeless.     Amos,   however 
vvas    buoyed    on  by   fauh  and  the  hope  tha; 
a     .so„.e   future  tnne.  e.thcr  near    or    remote 
the  cause  would  cuhnmate   ,n   success 


'i^  '■■ 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Ruth. 

'HUS  far  wc  have  followed  the  search 
into  Edom  and  have  seen  how  slender 
arc  the  chances     for    its    success      VVe 

wh  ch  Amos  now  penned  to  h.s     father    and 

it'^h.I        ^   t''"'''''"     ^^''""^     northward     to 
Bethd    and   Jerusalem;   nor   w.ll    we   descr.he 
he  joy   and   sadness   wh.ch   .t    occasioned   at 
-me.      The  father.  Ben-Or,   felt  less  hopefu 
orecovermg  h,s  daughter  than    d,d    Amos: 
t^ut  he  was  .nchned  to  bow  before    the    dis- 
pe:rsat,on  of  a  w,se^  providence,   and  to  be- 
He    ''  ^",:-.r--d  w.th   benevolence 
a     ^ve  11  as  w.th  w.sdom.     It  ,s  now  time   for 
us  to  turn  away  from  the  scenes  and  person- 
ages upon  which  we  have  h.therto  dwelt,  and 
to  follow  a  new  thread,   which  w.ll  to  sr>mc 
extent   unravel   the  mystery   before  us 

The  last  time  that  Ruth  was  seen  in  or 
about  Tekoa  was  when  she  left  home,  on  a 
certain  afternoon,  to  carry  a  basket  of  food 
to    the    fold,     where    Amos    and     Boz    were 
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watching   the   flocks.       It     wis     n.f     *u        i 
strange  that  she  d.d  not  return  H       "^^'^ 

"'ght,     for    on    seveml     f  """       '  '^^"' 

l^rothers  hid  I,  ,'"''''''  occasions  the 

^rb   naa   gncn   up  t he  r  hut   fr.  u 

vcn.ence.  as  the  time  was  too  1  tef    T  '""" 
r-turn   w.th   safety       Rut   on     h  ^"^  *° 

'"g,  when  Amn.  ^"^  "^■'"■^     '"^"-n- 

fofd.  i  "walTcL  :d';  7:,  ^^  ^  -•"">•  °' 

the  fold.  "^  ""'"  reached 

never  heen  „:::;:,,  1^^^    .""    '"^    "^^ 
yet  a  child    ton  ,,^  ^    ■'^^^    ^vas 

-'"  I-  s:!Co'rnrv,r'r  '"^  '-^-^ 

pleasantness  and  lov  n'fdcsTl  °">  "' 
''"""ch  w„h  her  brother  ct  1  7  ""^ 
over  almost   in   ■,     ,„  '        '  "'"eh  f«ssed 

avoidable   ,n  ever       7  '^"'^"'^itncK    un- 

flow  of  her  life      ci,,         gentle,   and  joyous 

-hers  and  sy.path;L^:,;;rh:r''^-  ^• 

"-i    k.ndly   d.posa,on:   bu    l'",:rn"'" 

learned     from     .ny    experience    of    1  ' 

^vlmt   trouble  really  w  ,s       V  u       '    "''" 

y  \^cis.      .\ow.   she  was     to 
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H.ter  upon  a  new  epoch  of  her  existence-    i 

'■w    world    was    .o  open  up  before  her    , he 

"  W  of  „,s fortune    and    hard,h,p.      l'„    ^ 

c    wh.Ie    she    w,:i    be  able  to  sy.pa.l,,.: 

h      elf"'h  ■•'   ""^    ^"™*'"'    b-«"- 

sorrow  A,  u  '^■"""'"■"'^  misfortune  and 
sorrow.  At  th,s  trnie,  she  had  no  feir  or 
-sp.c,on  of  nnschancc.  How  cou  d  she 
':2J:;'-"'    fortune  had     never     brou^l;? 

foremost   were   about   6ftv   cub.ts   JZ 
■'I  tlic  others      Ti  cuoits  m  advance 

"ic  others.     There  seemed  nothing  rwcub 

•     "''™'  "'^'■-  ^'l'1'c..rance,  and    they    m'lt 

^U.da.de^to,etthemt"l.:t:i:,t 

"h       ^n  "''""", ''°^^^^-     ""-'ddrcss- 

.'c  d  st^™  ,   .?^'s"eve::  '"n^'    ,"b""°"^     ^''°'" 
pc;    ..»  1     1  ,    se\eral   nei^dibounng   villas- 

.^and  a  out  the  road  to  Hebron.     Lth  „1 
n^ea  a  strange  accent    n  the    man',    e         u 
'>"t    he    spoke    so    well     tint  t^  ^''.    i 

not     -iw-il-ln  ■  *"^  ^^^^"t   did 

not    auaken     serious    susp.c.on.       When     the 
"f'er  two  came  u,.  and   hn!to..     k„k.-     ,      \^' 


';"  "'roc  sides  so  ,,,„  7'  "°*  "0"n,l  her 
;";"•  »'o  d,rec„:;'  "  ;;■  :""'''  -  b<^  se.n 
'""•■■n  was  .bsorhcd  I  „  •'^'■-  ""  =■'- 
[■"'.V.  wl,o,„  ,„e  n,hers  ad     e   'T'*'^  "^  "'^ 

■■'"■'ll.v   „„eres,ed    ',         '^"'  ''«  ^^.ed  u„- 

'>•  ■■'  -nan  ui,,,  I.  ,d  ^o.s 'I'^f     ^r""    '^'""'^ 
'"  '•"-.  and.   l.ef„:.  '     rt  fl""'"   """' 

■■"'•    Wse„,o„    ,o"k   V        ":"•'>•,    and    ,|,e 

'""^"y  and  ..rdcri;  ;L  ;;,''  ''"=,"  ''™-  - 
'^''-^-  no  a„.„„on  fro '  „  '"■"'.'^'''^  "-al  ,, 
"'"»  J"ne  ,„  so  easv  ''"^'ee;    and    ,, 

■«"-d  d„r,ng  .He  af^^n::,'"-^    "'    "^^ 

vviiu  were  the  lc.VJ„ 
"-'^tion  wiuc/.   ,..!  ^'^."^PPer.s.^      That    as    a         I 


til 


thert 


o 


been 


o 


f 


great 
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'"tcrcst   m  the  narrative       If   A 

fncnd  had   been   ahll\       l     ^"''''    ^^"^^     ^is 

;;4n<.e;.:  ::;:,i»-;-  --•..,.,. 

tnc  absence  of  snri,   .     i       "-Z"^"^-      «ut   in 
seemed     no    nr.=^,ki        n  ^     wnicn     there 

7-  who.  r:t,,  :r 'TL "'.  "r 

'-  "-    of    .he    preccrimg    cZj'Zj'    "" 

''"t   were  (horoughlv  at  »   ?^  ^''""'' 

rf'rcct  .he,r  search  "''""  """  '" 

knew  how  rl,  .^    7'?™""     "''>■     '">1- 
objec.    o7  /"Z,  ''^';PI'7-hcrf   .o   .ho 

"ho   surprised   an,^        1       ]  "^   '""'•  Norsemen 

holdnessTd  dexfcrl^H        "'    ''""'   "'"'   ^^^ 

reded   Rot  f   '"""^  >'^"»  '''•f'^re  sup-r- 

-v::^.^"h:n;r.:f7--- 

eunuch   in  char^.  r.f  n ,    ''    ^^'^    ^^'^f 


rp  of  the  royal   harem.      G 


^-     was     a     shrewd     m.:   i?  .'^""• 
^■no  could  comprehend  a^jtu^t.^^o:^ 


jee- 


5^"ii   iuieiiect 


read- 
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''y  .->n,l  truly  ,|,an  nny  r.thor  in     ll,r    k,n,rV 

nnnscli    5,.  cffi.icnt   ll,;,e,    wh<-„   f|„.   F,ln,   ■. 
were    mus,.r,nt;    ,„    ,„,,,,     '„         '^   °'"''f 

to  in„kc  a  sccrrl  <x|,t.,|„,„n  ,„to  th,.  e.  cmv\ 

ountry  and   ,„  sp, ,   „„  ,„„,  .^^^^^^ 

™r'>rl^.nl    forlrrs.  r,f    Tokoa,       If,,    a,,!     h 

^••'rf.       she  w,i:   he  a    fa,r  acl,li„„n  ,„  ,,„,^.„" 
R<tMsrpl,ai,'s   sl.,ff   of   ,„vant,  "  ' 

ne«,     R„,h    wa.    l,f,e,|    fr„„  „,,,  ,, 
placed  „n  „,e  j,,„„„,|  ,„,,   „,^  J^^^  =•  "1 

moved    from   I„t  mu.uII,       S1,o  L     ,  ' 

f-n,  ,„c  sh,„k  „f    .error   t  e  ^       "   ^^u'd 
™o.,«h  ,o  he  l,e,ar<l  by  any  one  \vho    J°h 
;>Ue.„pl  to  rescue  h,  r.     Ceelam  ,old  her    h. 
f  she  rema,ned  .,u:r>  she  need  have  ,  o  fe  " 
for  no  harm    would    ron,„    ,.    u^  .        ' 

■■■-'    iiLT    aiui    she 
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would  be  subject  to  no  unnecessary  rudeness 
Uc  was  used  to  the  work  of  canng   for  wo- 
men, and  his  duties  in  the  Royal  harem  had 
K'ven    him    a    courteousnrss    and     polish    of 
manner  and  gentleness  of  speech,  an  attitude 
which  easily   impressed   the  girl   with   the  be- 
I'cf  that  his  character  was  not  naturally  one 
"f     violence.       From  his  rougher  companions 
the  girl  shrank  in  termr  and  naturally  look- 
ed to  Geelam   for  protection   from  their  rude- 
"P'^s.     She  threw  herself  at  his  feet  and  bag- 
ged him  to   let   her  return   home.      Hut     when 
I'cr  at  first  passionate  and  then  terror-stricken 
pleading    would    not    avail,    she    sank    back 
■•gain  weak   from  e.xcitement    and    fear,    and 
overcome  by  bewildered    wonderment     as    to 
what  the  cause  of  her  present  captivity  might 
be.     .She  was,   by  th-s  time,     convinced    that 
'-'ny     further    entreaty    was    useless;     for    al- 
though Geelam  continued  to  display  the  same 
outward  show  of  kindness    and    respect     and 
courtesy,     yet,    back   of   it    all    she  could    per- 
ceive the  cool  steadiness  of  a    carefullv    con- 
Mdercxl   purpo-,c,    which   she  could     bring    no 
argument    or    intreatv    to  influence.      In   fact 
his  courteousncss  and    outward     polish     were 
the  result  of  h         '    ' 


ig  habitual     use 


adics  of  the  king's  he 


amonp    th.f 


use,  while  back  of    it 
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ll.m-    w:,s    I„IV    f,.,.|„,K   .,,,1    „„,|„„^.  „f   ,,,,,. 
^Mr  ,,„1„,    .„,,,„    ^,„„   „^  ^^,^,,,,  _^^  j^_^^^_^ 

As  s„„„  ,,  ,„j,|„   ,,n^   R^^||_  ^. 

--n„.r,.„„„„.  I,,....  „,„,  r;o..|,„„  „,„ 
1  'o  f"..r  l,.,r  ,-„„.„  sH  „„,  for  E,|,„„  Thr 
cl,s,n,„.,.    „..,.    |.-„,.,h..„,.,|     I,,    ,    „,„„,,„    „f 

nrn,„„usr,.„„,.  „,,„,,„„,„.„,  r.c„„re,l,„ 
m   kr    ,n    ..r.ior    ,„    ,v,.„l     ,rr,,„n      folds     and 
Mll..(;<-s  win,  I,   |;,v.  ,,|o„g  ,|,r  w.,v^       (,(,    „,,, 
-cary   Jo„n„,v!     R„„,   .„s   „.„„ndly     strong 
■      .".ly     l,„,    si,,.   w„s   unused   to  ,l,a,    „,„de 
f   iravli,,,,,    and   1,,.   posltton   on   tho  hors,. 
"■'      •'7";l''"     ".""..,  fnrt.d.le.       Mdo    after 
™lc    ..f    the   ueary   ..,y   was  covered.      He 
.rcngtl,   was  gone.      .S,,e  lay   l^p  ^nd   hep 
less  upon   tl,e  horse,   G.-elarn     s„pp„r„ng    h^r 
-hes.   heeould       ^-  w  .  U    ..ffr.'red  Iv.h 
m,nd     and     l.ody,     an.l     wished     ,ha,     dea 
m.Rht   come  and   end     her     nnserv    at    oZT' 
A.  the  Hordcr  of  Kdo„,  a  halt  w^s  1,TZ. 
rcsi.      When    iriornin<i-   hnik-,.   fl,« 
resumed.      Ruth   was  ...vererl   w,th   a  ZmZ 
so      a,   none  could  tell   what   the  hurckn  wa.s 


which    Gcchim   1 


)() 


ro   upon    his   } 


last,   tlie  almost   lifeless  girl 
the  Ourcn  at  Tof.hd.     The  [\ 


'f'fsc;  and,  at 
■vas  presented  to 
ircc  who  accom- 


Rf'lFl. 
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I'lfiird  C;,-,.;  ,ni  wrrr  rnjoi,„(l  f.  Uc  silrnt 
•i'ltil  thr  pleasure  .„  tl.r  king  sh<,ul(l  he 
I^M..vvn   with   r^ranl   t<.  tiir  cpt.vc. 

<jucvn  R(.b.,s,.,.|,,,!,  h.,  i  h,.e„  |,rc.i,p|,t 
Ir-.n.  San.ana  w,th  f.cr  mtv,-,.!  fl.q.h-ts  l\c 
.war.   hcfcre.      (io.Iau,   1,  ui     v.s.tcd     SaM:ar.a 

■'"•^^•^".iMssy  to  tl.cku.K  of  Israel;  and.  as 
!''■  was  always  on  (!,e  I,„.k,.uf  f,.r  some  new 
""'>■  "'  ^*'""'.en,|,n.;  hirns-It  to  tf.r  p.-.d 
:racrs  ,.f  Ins   nnal    ,n...,T.    seeing  th,-   Ix-aut- 


iful 


^Mrl    Rel)a-ef)li.ih,    I 


'"arnagc  with   the  king  ,,f   l.d 
tiirnnig   (o   his  uw 


H-    ne{.,M.li.ite(l    for    fie 


oiii. 


and, 


and  I 


ler 


at 


servant  along  with  \ 


n    coimlry.    lie   brought    } 


ler 


iini.     Rehasephali 


"fee  became  the   king's    fa\(,.ite   wife 


'lucen    of    the  Ro\al  I 
she  could  (.nlv  ret 


larcni. 


She  k 


ne.v 


and 
that 


"f  the  harem  d 
tlif-re  alwa\  -    flitted   i 


im  her  position  as  mistress 
iirmg  the  king's  plea' urc :  and 


(^'•rtainty,    for  at 


!<-  fior  a  ghost  of 


pe;irnig  on   tlic   s.cne 


-iny  time  a   fresh  be; 


uty 


un- 

aj)- 


the  kii 

n 


ig's   favor 


might   su|)cr(cde  her   in 


lis  one  great    [)urpose   the  ()u 


l^st    sight   of,      tlu 


f, 


;it   i.,   to  ret 


ivor. 


A 


e.'n   never 
iin     the    kmn's 


';»,    she   had   b. 
coquetry;  but, 


mong    the    \ain  I)eaut 


'OS  of  Samar- 


■en    well    trained    in    th 


in 


nt-\c-r  dared  t 


e   art    of 
her    ()rcsciit     position     she 


o  e.\<rcise  her  cliari 


US  exc<  pt  on 


I 
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",";'»',      "'--'-^    'I'crccu,,    he   „„   doubt 
o      c,,r    up,,,,    |,„„,   ,„j   ,„  ^,  ,,^,,_ 

"'  dealing  With  hnn     for  there  w,c        \^'^'^'^ 
"iij,   UK      j^,„^,  ^    .suspicion     bv     h'^r 

.'lit      U,";  T'r-,  '■-'-     "a<J     r,sc„     to 

W..S  .r,.a.c:;  V   ,::?:;;'  t'^",'™  ='- '°" 

I"  fn,c,     ,  „  ,1-  > ''  'r"  '""'"  -»■  «!'". 
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Sk,l'f!,l'i?    ""    '"T    "'"^''    "'"    ''-d      '1'"^      so 

sKUtully  acquired. 

Cro^^^'Vl    "   """^   ^"'■^^   '"   understand    why 
Ceelam  d.d  not  go  directly  to  the  knig    but 

^rs,  b         Ht  h.s  captne  to    Rebasephfh  '^L 

gueen.      Exhausted   as   she   was   by   her   lone. 

rough  nde  and  by  the  shock  of  terror  wh.ch 

beautv   w'"''"""''^'   "^"^'^  ''^  -^"^'^'^  ^«bust 

c  PC    the  ,  ''  ""'  ^'"  ^^'^  f^^-"  '^    -- 

that  h  .  '"'  u  P''  ^'"  ^^^^--ephah.  When 
that  beauty,  which  was  n:oinentanly  quench- 
ed should  brighten  again  with  returning 
strength,   then,    if  the  king  should  be  allo"^ 

n  rfl         :     ''^^"^    "^'fe'^^    be  the  result^ 

Oucen  Rebasephah  had  often  p.ctured  her: 
-self  some  such  circumstance.  In  her  imagin- 
ation she  had  seen  her  own  power  and  influ- 
ence forsaking  her  and  another  taking  her 
Piac^e  as  the  king's  favorite  wife.  The  sight 
of  Ruth  awakened  all  her  fears  and  she  re- 
solved that,  at  any  cost,  the  king  must  not 
be  allowed  to  see  the  new   Hebrew  captive 

She  took  Geelam  into  her  confidence,  as 
she  had  done  on  more  than  one  sim.Iar  oc- 
casion, and  between  them  they  devised  a 
plan  to  confine  the  girl  in  one  of  the  work- 
rooms    of     th-     ' 


harem     under     tf 


^e     care     of 
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Chcpliets   and   another  aged   serving-Iady     of 
the  guern   by  the  name  of  Meda.     The  lat- 
ter     too      had    received    great     favors     from 
Rebasephah.   and.    hkc    most    of    those    who 
did   the  royal   b.dd.ng,    was  not   anxious    for 
a  change  of  Queens.       The    three    men    who 
f<ad    been    present    u.th    Geelam   and    assisted 
>n  th^.  I„dnapping  were  bribed  to  keep  silent  • 
and    the    affair  of  Ruth's  confinement  in  the' 
f'arom   Nvas  kept  al  solutely    secret     from     all 
except  tJiose  who  were  concerned  in  guarding 
her  place  of  concealment.     The    plan     which 
(.eelam   suggested  was  to    look    out     for    an 
oF>porturmy  to    dispose    of    the    captive    by 
selling     her     to     a     foreign     merchant,     who 
would     doubtless,    be  willing  to  pay  a   large 
price   for  her.   and   who.     at    the    same    time 
would   carry   her    far   away    from    Edom   and 

feared''"''''''    '^^    '^''''^"    ""'''"''    ^^^    ^<^"^^" 

Meda  was  the  needle-woman  who  super- 
mtencied  the  making  of  the  garments  for  the 
Royal  wardrobes.  Her  own  special  apart- 
ments consisted  of  two  adjoining  rooms, 
which  opened  into  the  inner  inclosed  court 
of  the  harem.  The  rooms  were  also  con- 
nected with  one  another  by  a  door,  which 
opened    through   the   partition    between   them 
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These  rooms  were  now  turned   into    a    place 
of  confinement    for   Ruth.      The  kmg     would 
be  as  little   likely   to  visit   the  sewing  rcom.s 
as  any  other  insignificant  part  of  the  harem, 
the  more  especially  because  Meda  was    of    a 
less  attractive  personality   than     many     other 
of  the  serving  women.      Here  Ruth   was   left 
under  the  care  of   Meda   and   C'hcphets,    and 
was  made  to  accustom  herself  to  the  task  of 
sewing,    day   after   day,   upo'-    fine  garments, 
under  the   direction   of  the  e.vpert  needle-wo- 
man,  Meda.     At  her  home  in     Tekoa,     Ruth 
had   learned   to  do  some   fine   work     for     the 
market,     but    she    had    never  before  "  >i)licd 
herself  cont'tmally  to  that  kind  of  wo       for 
any   length   of  time.      The   work     w.is     weari- 
some   to     her,     as  she  liad   no  especial   liking 
for   it:   but   it   drew  her  mind    from   dwe'  ing 
upon  the  bitter  misfortune  which   had   befall- 
rn  her;  and,   for  that  reason,  she  applied  her- 
Felf  to  the  task  with  all    the    energy    which 
she  could   muster,   and   soon   acquired  a   skil- 
ful hand. 

It  sometimes  happened  that  the  king 
visited  all  the  rooms  of  the  harem  to  see 
how  things  were  progressing,  or,  perhaps,  to 
show  some  distinguished  visitor  over  the 
Royal    houses.     In    the    latter    case,    timely 
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^arnin^r   wou/cl   be   en.         f 

^'on  must  bo  made  bci  uT"^'  '""'f^^^^- 

woulf]   |,e   ,n   a    dulv  "-"  apartments 

'ong    should    i„„    ,h„  •  ">«•    'f    the 

«'s  an„.,gcd  ,17,  f  ,1™"'  ''""e  Ruth.  I, 
'"--Mh.r„„„::i,;';'"f  should  n,ove 
K'vcn  ,,,  ,hp  ,,,„  „  '  "y  "°"«  -should  be 
'--"er  -.,nl  Z,  ^';"'™  '"  ^''"^e  .f  ,he  fa,> 

'-<■"'  o..,  of  h,s  s,','h'      ;;":«y'  ^'"^  »''°"lrf  l>e 

-I'own   ,lu,t,   |,„,j"    ,.,■'"    "'■•'^i'dy    been 

"I'o  "><■  two  J^  ,t^/"-  -h.ch  opened 

which  a,„„ee,ed  ,h;    ,"'  7^  \  ""^^    ''oor 

l''^™od  tl.a,  ,f  u,e    i  2   y^'-     "    »■« 

enter  one  room    r  ,h     u^    "''""'^    «say    to 

•••Sam,  as  ,he  L'\!""'r  ""^^ ■  ='"d 
room,  .he  vould  be  h'i  J  ."'"^  *^  """^ 
rfoor  closed;  so  tha,     i„  "'^    '"'^    ""^ 

«0"ld  find  onlv  ,he  o'H  ,  ?  T'"'  ">=  ^.ng 
"-  other,  onlv  theold'l  f'rj"''-  ="^'  ■" 
''--81.  the  .:,X:t:%  ?,'''-''■  Thus, 
f^ale  sl,ar,,erH,   ,he  seel,  "^    •"■°    °'d 

successfully   kep,       rJ""^'    '"'   closely   and 
''-"O  ,hc  cau.L    of    he.      T    '°°"    ='"'^    '° 

"■^'<"— '.eoue.„t'^:f:!^Vft:',:! 


'.'.     -'-?:.?:T5. 
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■3,1 


arL  T„H        ''"^'^  ^'Sh'   ^^  anyone  ,„   .he 

-hat  rsht:  x-fSTi:  :,:'^ -rf  rr  ^^^- 

"i  .hat  w,,,,e  an  VZria/ 1    ea'r:; 
Ru        though   .he  was  „ght   ,„  .heT  ll. 

Tas  "  r  M  7  '°"'''  '"•  '"""•'•  ^"d  the  kmg 
"a  heC'"^''"^"  -"d  to  Amaz,ah 
Edom  ^'      "''  ''°'  '"  ""^  '''"8d°n'  of 

perieLn"  ',''"  ''""'  '"""  ""■•"  ^"'^^  had  ex- 
She  Wd  'he  "^^^  """""™  f™"-  I'"  home. 
,l„^      c,      ,"■  ''"""^  ^"t*  'he  loved  her  free 

horarnrviv^-d'-T"^^'""' 

tne  Milage    made    her    nresenf 
;™S"7™'  --■"  "-e    burdensome    to    he" 
Aould     she    ever    aga.n   be  restored   to  tha, 
home  and  those  fr.ends,    or    had    sh      seen 

;,""   '"  "^;''''  '™-'     "  =he  should  n     er 
■'e-"n    be    allowed    ,o    see    ,ha,    ,.e,r    s^or 
•■'n»ng    ,|,e    as.ocal.ons    „f    whieh    all      1 
•en   r  s  of  her    affect.on    were    ter  "  „     ^ 
.%e'   'Z  '"'T    "-!     ■"•'-■I     he    desolate: 


r»/-»f 


giri  oi    foolish  sentiments, 


I 
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and  yet,   in  her  present    slate    of    homesick 
;  -  at,„„   ,,e  ,e,w„t,on   from  her  ,„ver  ^  t 
one  of  the  gre.-.test    causes    of    her    distress 
Thcr    attachment    for    one    another  had  not 
been  a  ,,u,ck  and   v.oieni   passion,   but   they 
Md   Brown         eUy     and     sdontly     into    each 
Uors  affections,  and  so  naturally  that  they 
'l^c   l„„  sapling  oaks    whose    rootlets    draw 

:x: ;;;:'  -r  "-^ """  '-'■  -  --  '- 

od  er    w  1   •  '     ""f  "  '■'"''■"">'  "P™"=d.  the 
,     Mt  w    ,        "     "/"  """■"""'''y  *'''"'l-d 

s    rapd    and    vigorous    growth,      fiut    how 
•''"ut    .he     future.      Mig|„     „„,     ,^^ 

iransplantcd  hy  violence  from  one  soil  to 
7,""'?'  ,"'°"g'>  ••  d™"!«  and  wilts  in  its 
•dlcred  circumstances,  become  accustomed    to 

•ifeMin  t.ike  on  its   f,,rmor   freshness' 

Rud,  pl,.aded  until   her  courage  and   ambi- 
-n  ve      ,,^,  „,^,  ^^^  ^^ 

<^  I"  return  to  her  home.  She  urged  all 
arguments  by  which  one  woman^  cou  d 
■M'P'.do  another;  and,  indeed,  they  were 
■■;;;",  out  their  effect  upon  Queen  Reba  ." 
Pi.'h.  If  Ruth  could  be  forever  gotten  nd 
<;  l-y  sending  her  home,  the  (,,uefn  wou  d 
I'c  ^ery  willing  ,o  comply  ,vi,h  her  wish  ,n 
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that   rcsp)cct.      Rebascphah   even    went    so    far 
as  to  consult   with  the  chief  steward  of    the 
liarem    as    to    ttic    practirability    of    such    a 
course.      But  the  sagacious  Geelani  sa-/    that 
It  might  endanger  both  the  f;ueen's  head  and 
uis  own.      The  disappearance    of     Ruth     had 
awakened  such  a  widespread  popular  interest 
both   in  Judea  and   in  Edom  that  her  restor- 
ation  could   not   be  secretly     brought     about 
Since  King  Amaziah  had   taken     the    matter 
up  with  a  good  deil  of  vigor,  it  had  become 
a  national  affair.      If  the  girl  were  returned. 
It   would   certainly    be    found   out   that,    after 
all.    she    had    really  been  confined  in  Edom 
and    in    the    Royal    harem.      King    Amaziah 
vvould,    in   all   probability,    demand     satisfac- 
tion, and  what  the  result  might    be    no    one 
could  tell.     .Since  matters  had  gone  thus  far, 
the  only  safe  course  was  to  keej)    the    secret 
ot    Ruth's  captivity  until  some  safer  method 
should  be  revealed   for  disposing  of  her. 

A  few  weary  months  wore  away  and 
Ruth,  who  had  given  up  hope  of  making 
her  escape  in  the  near  future,  was  becoming 
mere  and  more  accustomed  to  the  new  situ- 
ation. Her  close  confinement  and  monoton- 
ous routine  of    duties    had    worn    upon    her 

system  nv.d.  robbed  hrr  r-f  -   .         r  i,      • 

-r^;.a  riLF  ot  .-,.»iuc  ol  hcr  beauty, 
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bu,   she  ,„ll     rc,a,„cd    enough    to    keep    the 
alarm    of    Oueon    Reh.isophah    .,wake      The 

,       "''"''^"'    "■"'    for    a  mnmenl.     She  was 

;"r:h;'r'ir''''''"<^""^'--^'"-; 

P  .  ce.     And  yet  tluTe  were  tin.es    when    the 
■c     .™es,ckness  „.,„,d  eo.e  over  her,  when 

m    iJ  ■■'"''  ^"""  ''"PI"""^  would  rise 

n  s^o'rw  "^  ■■■;ag,„a.,on  w„h  all  the  v.v.d 

'lee    (hat  her  pr.-sent    confinement     was    a 

life  of  misery   ,n  eo,„par,son   w,th   what  had 

gone  before.      Mut,   through   all,   she  was  the 

-e  gentle    kn,dhearted   g,rl,  'and   fe^  t- 

leatsoftf        ""'"""■•'"     ^■■"l-red     the 

;fr;,::,e:r  r:f  ::>t  rrerti^e?^ 

nes/;iJXr'^r,t,ira;!,Mr''''7 

intercession    u.th    thn    n  ^^"^^  "^^^^ 

Pr.soner.       But     the  V  ^"''"    '°    '""'    ^^^'^ 

we»-c  sirrn<    ^f  1      •  •   ^^^  there 

...i.er  r:e„"lfX'tr,/--'°"    -"^ 
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At    one    time,    when    the    sunshine    was 
['laying   ple;isantly   mto   the   room   where   she 
vvas  at  work.   Ruth  climbed  onto  a  stool  and 
ooked  out  <,f     the    h.gh     wmdow     over    the 
beautiful    scene   which    there   F^resentcd   itself 
I  he  spacious  Royal    court    was    paved,     not 
with     limestone,     but    witii    a  living  verdure 
which  hid   the  rich   soil   of  the  lawn.      Flow- 
erbeds,   fountains,     and     the    various    out-of- 
door  ornaments   with   which   those  early   Ori- 
entals usually  decorated  their    grounds    pro- 
duced an  effect  of  beaut-ful.  but  withal  arti- 
ficial grandeur.     Rut  for  all  its  beauty,  Ruth 
thought   that   she  would   much   rather  see  the 
bare  hills  ot   Tekoa  and  of    the    wilderness 
There  were  two    men    on    the    road     in    the 
distance.       Ruth     hardly     noticed     them     at 
first,     but,     as    they  came   nearer,   something 
drew  her  attention  toward  them.     Just     then 
Meda  called   to  si)eak  about  some  work  and 
Ruth      irned  to  her  with     a    dizziness    about 
her    head.       Then     she    cast     another    eager 
glance  at  the  two  men,     uttered    a    cry    and 
fell   in  a  swoon.     When  she  can.e  to  herself 
she    was    alone    in    the    room.     At   first  she 
wondered  what  the  matter    was.       Then    the 

, "  "'    •^"'it  Mic  nad  seen  came  back 

upon  her;  and,  as  quickly  as  she  could,  she 
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cl.mhed  to  the  window  and  looked  ot.t 
a^'ain,  l,ut  tlie  two  men  were  gone  The 
re.der  w.Il  not  he  surpnsed  to  learn  that  on 
that  same  day.  as  Amos  and  Enoch-Renarad 
were  passmg  at  a  l.ttle  distance  from  the 
Koyal  harem,  they  heard  a  faint  cry  as  of  a 
woman's  voice,  hut  thou;,'ht  nothing  of  ,t 
and  passed  on.  It  was  too  far  and  too 
t.nnt  to  recognize  anythmg  familiar  in  the 
voice. 

In  a  mmute  more  Meda  returned  with 
some  water  and  some  medicine,  which  she 
t  -nught  would  revive  the  fainting  g,rl  but 
sl.c  found  the  latter  already  reo.ve'red'and 
agam  at  the  window.  The  manner  in  wh.ch 
she  questioned  Ruth  as  to  the  state  of  her 
l^calth  and  what  had  caused  the  momentary 
swoon  would  show  that  Meda  had  a  real 
and    kindly    interest    ,n     the     g.rl's     welfare. 

Ruth,   however,   did  not  think  it  wise  to  tell 
-•atw       ,j,,  ,,^^,  ^^^^^^^^j^^^^^^    ^^^^ 

attributed    it    to    the  heat  of  the  sun  on  her 
head  as  she  stood  in  the  window 

"Ihen  why  do  you    stand    there    yet^" 
asked  Meda.  ^ 

Ruth   stepped  down   from  the  stool    and 
resumed  her  work ;  but  Meda    took    it    from 


Ruth. 


'39 


'icr    and    made    her    rest    a    little    until    she 
should  he   fully  recovered   fn.in  her   fan.t. 

i-rom  that  time  r.n,   Ruth  spent  as  much 
time  as  she  could  at  the  window  in  the  hope 
of   seeing   her   brother   and   her   lover     again 
She    th.mght    that,     if    they     should     af)pear 
again,  she  might   in  some  way    attract    their 
;>ttention,   and  thus  make  them  aware  of  her 
place  of  ronfmement.      The  two  W(.m(>n  who 
were  her  guardians  remarked  about  how  con- 
stantly she  was  at  the    window,     and    often 
wondered  what  had  come  over  the  g  rl.     Rut 
Ruth  never    dared    to    tell    the    real     reason 
why  she  looked  so  much  out  of  the  wind.-w; 
for  she  knew  that   she  would     be     forbidden 
to   do   so,    if   anyone  suspected   that   she   was 
meditating  an  escape.      Day   after     day     she 
cast    anxious     looks    toward    all     the    streets 
which  could   l)e  seen    from  her  window:     but 
she  never  saw    wh.it    she    was    looking     for 
The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  the    day    on 
which  Amos  and   Enoch-Benarad     were     ^e<-n 
from  the  window  of  Ruth's    room    was    the 
last    day    which    they  spent  in  Tophel       On 
the     morrow     morning,     they     departed     for 
nozrah. 

"'     '• '^='"     -uddcii     cna.ige     now 

came  ovt.  the  girl.     During  the  long  months 
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"f  her  ca|,t,\,(y  she  had  grown  l„  be  some 

what  cc„„e„,e,l   ,„  her   new  „„s,t,    ,  X,T; 

o  ,e„  nr.v    s,gh,    wh.ch    she    had  of  A™! 

awa  J::d  ;,  ;;"^:    ;"    "-        ■  •  "o 

home      n„l     1  ,  *•  ,    "    '""*-''"8    '••'   her 

At  m  2   f  ,;'"■'"■''    ""^     ''"    l"""^-- 

aW;     an^  .    'T   '•"""-'"""■'"   ™end„r- 

Should  not  happen  lo  l.rmg  „  ,„  „„  ,„j      |^-' 
would  not  1,0  ahle  to  |,ve 

Then  ,1,0  end  oa.no.      (,„    „„,    „.„„„„ 
Meda  came  „,t„  the    place    of    R„,h's    cm. 

'     ,    ""  "•"  ••'"■  >^«  lo  be  sold.     The  poor 
KTl   was  .ory  nnuh    fr.ghtened   a,   th„   ,mel 
1  t-ence;     or,   although   she  had   longed     "a" 
rf'ange.   tins  change  was  more   hkefy    to    he 
for     l,e    worse    than    for    the    hetler       Tie 
-;n.hs  .,.nt  ,n  these  close  r„on,s  had  be™ 

ItU.rTo'id,'""    ^^""    "•"■'^'■"•^    ">"^'"    ".e 

As  soon  as  darkness   fp?l      r     i 
n.ephe,s  ca„,e   ,„to  thr^oll'.'     jtZSt 

lace  and  led  her  out  of  the  hari.n       An  ,1, 

;-"-su.a,„„go„.s,dea„dhe    ndGee    : 
t:r,:l-!::  r^^  "-"«"  "-e  <larknes.^"A" 

r   a   cwiis.dorabic   distance,    she 


-  -  1         ;  ■  •  ■    •   T  :  I  J  •  -  >  ! 


was  placed   in  a  covered   v,>l„clc  where    there 
wore  sc^ era  1   other   won.en.      A^^a.n    left    w.th 
female  attendants,  she  was  made  to  l,e  down 
'^"  a  garment  spread   upon   the   floor    of     the 
'•nrnage.       Sleep,     however.     ,s  nr.t    pt.nct.-al 
'"   his  appointments     to    v.s.t     u.    when     our 
nerves  arc  all  unstrung  w.th  excitement       Hut 
as  morning  wa.  riraw.ng  near  she  su-ceeded 
m    falimg  asleep.      When   she   was   awakened 
l>y   the   ,ar  of  the  movng  carriage,   the     sun 
^honc  through   an  opening  m   the  cover      She 
could  now  see  her  co.npan.nns  plainK  ;    and 
she  noticed   that   one   was  an   elderly'   woman, 
whose   features   were  not   unlike  those  of  the 
daughters  of  Abraham.     The  ^ounds  without 
which  accompanied  the  moving  waggon,  told 
her  that  she  was  travelling  w,th  a  cara^an. 

When   the  caravan   had     passed     heyond 
the  confines  of  the  kingdom  ,,f     Edom      the 
bandage   was   removed     from     Ruth's     riiouth 
and   she   was   allowed    a    moderate   degree   of 
freedom.      .She   learned     that     she    had     been 
imrchased    by    the    husband    of    the    elderly 
woman  who  was  with     her     ,n     the    waggon 
He    was    an     Israelite,   born   in  Sam.ria,   but 
tor  many  years  had   been   a   merchant    resid- 
ing  cunong   iore.gmis   in   the   land  of  Syria 
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Enoch-Benarad 

|F   COURSE,    the  journey   which   Enoch- 
'     Benarad    and    Amos    made   into    Edom 
^(.f)    ended  in  disappointment.     We  will  not 
follow    their     wanderings     to     Bozrah. 
and   other   ntios   and   towns  of   Edom       Re- 
turning to  their  homes  weary  and     disheart- 
ened,    they     found     their     own       land       an 
strange     disorder.       There     had     been     war 
I  he  je.iousy  which   had   long  been  growing 
between  the  two  kingdoms,  Israel  and  Judea 
was  brought  to  a  crisis  by  the  arrogant  pre- 
suniiHion  of  Amaziah.     Elated  by  his  success 

kiW     r/       T'"^   '^"^   '  '^''^^'^Se  to    the 
kmg  of  Israel,  to  meet  him  in    a    fair    fight, 
and  to  decide  the  question  as  to  which  king- 
dom should  be  supreme  over  the  other  by  a 
tnal  of  arms.     On  the  other  hand,   the  king 
of     Israel,    though   he  knew  his  own  strength 
to  he  superior  to  that  of    his    brother    king 
was  unwilling  to  lift  his    hand    agamst    the 
Southern    kingdom.       He    was  not  a  narrow- 
minded  buTot  lily,  a, 


ma  2 
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J :  and  he 


e   saw 


that 


Enoch-Benarad. 


M3 


it  was  a   wiser   policy   to  avoid   trouble  than 
to  search  it  out.     In  answer  to  the  challenge, 
he  sent  to  Amaziah  a  parable,   warning  him 
not     to     plunge     himself     into     any     further 
trouble.     The  king    of    Israel,     in    order    to 
guard  against  the  charge  of  cowardice,  must 
assert  his  own  superiority,  and  his  answer  to 
Amaziah  to  take    the     form    of    a    warning. 
The  following  illustration  which  he  used  for 
this  purpose,  is  more  like  a  fable  than  a  par- 
able.    "The    thistle    that    was    in    Lebanon 
sent  to  the  cedar  that  was  in  Lebanon    say- 
ing, give  your  daughter  to  my  son  to  be  his 
wife:  and  there  passed  by  a  wild  beast  that 
was  in   Lebanon  and  trod   down  the    thistle. 
You  have  indeed   smitten     Edom    and    your 
heart   has   lifted   you  up:     Glory,     therefore, 
and  remain  at  home;   for    why    should    you 
meddle    to    your    hurt,     that     you     yourself 
should   fall  and  Judca  with  you?" 

This  brief  answer  only  aroused  the  anger 
of  Amaziah.  In  the  short  war  which  follow- 
ed, Amaziah  was  defeated  and  Jerusalem 
and  Northern  Judea  were  plundered.  All 
those  who  were  in  any  degree  liberally  mind- 
ed believed  that  justice  was  on  tlie  side  of 
the  Northern  kingdom,   and  that,     as    a    re- 
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^"Jt     of     the     w.r       A  , 

"^uch  neodccJ  lesion. ""^      '^"^  '"^^^'^•^d  a 
^Vhen   thcv  retiirnrH  f^  t  i 

""■•  >»".  A„;.«  a  d  'e  ocit"  'T  ''^- 

>^<"-n    a,„l    wearv        Thev  h    I  •'"'     ""^ 

m.'ny    vicsMlud,'.    ,.f  *°"=  '•'■•ough 

pondencv,     of     |,„         '''"'"^ent    anrl    des- 

-I..ch  always    h ,e,t,   f^,"'  '™'"    ^^bers. 

""d  even  f™„,  ,„,     ^l  ^^^^    -d    hardsinp, 
were  compelled    in    fl  '     ,    '      '    '^''*'    they 
When   t,„',,  ad' .:..  r,„   Ed     "^  ^°""'^^ 
^"oe  ,o  an   end,     En«,    r.^''°™     ''"^     thus 
"ny    further    sear,  l/  w  7"''    ^'^"    'hat 

thought  made  h™l,r'"t"^    ^'"^     'he 
f'-'ure  seemed    o  h.^H    ""f.  "'^"  ""•     The 
P-ess  for  hnn      ,    ''IX"""?  ">°«  of  hap- 
h'»  future  hfe  s„ffie,e„Hv     '"'  "°  '"""'"^  '" 
'hat   l.fe  worth   the    n^  'X'^f'  '"  ■"^'''■ 
f°te  him  now  seemed     t         }      '"'"'•^    he- 

a  s.ngle  shade  ,o  rest  ^nea,!  '  '^''  "' 

from    winch    he    m,eh,  '.  ^    '    =P''"g 

'h-st.  A  wearn,esTcaL""""\  '"^  ''"^y 
-  -"ch  a  weartnel'f  Lr ;'■'  '»^— °' 
°'    5p,r,t.      Before    tl?.        7  ^'  ^  weariness 

"'""Sh  he  was  t  ;.;■'„  ",^"^    "t"^.    a'- 

My  in  the  present,  he  had 
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now,  ,he  l.ght  which  cast  that  picture  on  the 
«reen  of  futurity    had    van.shed,    and    the 
picture  vanished  with  it      Th.  J 
which    >,.„  ™  purpose  upon 

wh.ch  were  concentrated  both  the  enersv 
and  hope  of  h,s  l,fe  was  now  gone  leS 
nothing  but  emptiness  and  desflatlin  '' 

tven    ,n    his    disappointment    and    dis 
'ouragement,    however,    En«h-Benarad    was 
anxious  to  continue  the  search,  not  so  mrch 

from  Its  morbid  moodiness  was    by    pTsZt 
rough     continually    changing    scenes    an^ 
stirring   adventures.      He   urppH     h..A 
Amos  to  set   out   witho!,  X   'I^'e^::;" 
and  to  make  enquiries  there  about  the  ca  a 
vins  which   iiad  come    from   the   Eas^durTne 
the  precedi,^  year.     It  was,  howeve  ,  of     f 
avail;   for  Amos  had   d-tp-     ,    • 
-s.  detain  h,m  for  a  l^^;  •;!mr";:'  Tome' 


I 
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On  the  failure  of  this  plan,  Enoch-Benarad 
contemplated  joining  the  army  of  Amaziah ; 
but  this  scheme,  too  was  destined  to  prove 
abortive.  On  arriving  at  home,  ho  learned 
of  the  disaster  which  had  befallen  the  king- 
dom of  Judea,  and  that,  as  a  result,  there 
was  little  likelihood  of  any  further  military 
activity  in  the  .Southern  kingdom  for,  at 
least  a  number  of  years  to  come. 

Arad   was   nov/   more   anxious   than   ever 
that    his    son    should    marry.      He  supposed 
that  all   Enoch-Benarad  needed,    in  order  to 
make  his  life  a  contented  one,   was  to  over- 
come   that    seemingly     foolish      stubbornness 
which  led  him  to  make  an  unnatural  resolve. 
The  father  supposed  that,  if  he  could  induce 
his  son    to    yield    in    this,     it    would    bring 
about    the    needed    revolution    in    the    boy's 
mind.      Bcn-Or  and  Amos  and  other   friends 
of  Enoch-Benarad,   now,     also    advised    him 
to  comply  with  his   father's  wishes,   to  settle 
and  be  contented.     But  what  was    the    use! 
It  was  not  merely  a  stubborn  resolve,   which 
the   young  man   had   made,   that   induced   so 
unpleasant  a  state    of    mind.     On    the    con- 
crary,   it  was  the  state  of    mind    which    had 
produced  the  resolve.     There  was  a  real  feel- 
rug   that   sonieihiug   vital   and  essential  to  his 
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life  had  been  removed;  and  the  thought  of 
replacing  ,t  by  anything  else  was  repulsive 
1  he  natural  was  gone,  and  any  possible  sub- 
stitute seemed  artificial  and  insufficient 
i\o!  He  could  not  bear  the  thought  of 
marrying  now.  The  only  course  open  to 
him  was  a   life  of  activity  and  adventure. 

When,   at   last,   there  could  be  no  doubt 
that    nothing    would   do  but  h  ■  must   travel, 
his   father  Arad   procured   for  him  an  equip- 
ment for  trading  with   foreign  countries,  and 
made  arrangements  that    he    siiould    join    a 
caravan  of  merchants,   passing   from    Jerusa- 
lem  into  Egypt.     Then  in  a  I  ttle  while,   as 
soon    as    the    caravan    was    ready    to  move 
Enoch-Benarad.     with     his     ladcned      camels 
and   horses   and  his   servants,   joined   it     and 
began  a  career  of  travel. 

For  a  number  of  years    ensuing,     under 
the     direction     of     his     experienced     father 
he     plied     the     trade.       He     visited     Egypt.' 
Phoenicia,  Syria,  and  the  South  coast.     Five 
busy  and  prosperous  years  of  changing  scen- 
es and   changing  circumstances   worked   won- 
ders in  the  young    man's    mind.       His    old 
trouble  jiad   ceased   to   weigh     heavily     upon 
him.      His  smews  were    toughened     by    con- 
stant exercise,   and   his   face  was  bronzed   by 
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the  desert  sun.  He  was  now  an  active, 
shrewd  and  prosperous  young  trader,  but 
with  no  more  inclination  for  a  settled  life 
than  that  with  which  he  had  set  out.  Dur- 
ing these  years,  he  had  acquired  such  a  love 
for  a  wandering  and  adventurous  life  that 
constant  movement  and  activity  came  to  be, 
as  it  seemed,  a  very  necessity  of  bis  exist- 
ence. 

And  yet,  although  he  felt  that  he  must 
keep  moving,  the  burdens  of  the  mercantile 
career  and  the  constant  care  and  vigilance 
which  that  pursuit  involved  were  becoming 
wearisome  to  him.  By  this  time  he  wanted 
a  change. 

On  returning  home  after  the  fifth  year 
of  his  mercantile  wandering,  Enoch-Benarad 
learned  that  stirring  events  were  transpiring 
in  the  Northern  kingdom.  The  young  mon- 
arch, Jeroboam  II,  had  gained  some  brilliant 
victories  across  the  Jordan  and  had  annexed 
the  land  of  Ammon  to  Israel.  Enoch-Ben- 
arad became  very  much  interested  in  that 
young  and  vigorous  king,  and  in  the  mili- 
tary skill  and  daring  which  he  had  already 
shown.  The  young  merchant  of  Tekoa  was 
seized  with  a  desire  to  share  the  fortunes  of 
that  dashing  northern  potentate.     Five  years 
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before,  he  had  wished  to  enter  upon  a  mili- 
tary  instead  of  a   mercantile  career:  but,   at 
that    time,    the    future    of    Judea    promised 
nothing    of    military    achievement:    and  the 
northern  kingdom  was  at    war    with    Judea. 
There  was  then  no  call  for  warriors  at  Jerus- 
alem:   and  Enoch-Benarad  would    not     fight 
against  his  own  country.      But  now,  the  two 
kingdoms  were  at    peace,     and    the    promise 
was    that    Jeroboam    would    exert    his  arms 
against   foreign  nations,   to  extend  the  bord- 
er of  Israel.     The    now    aged     father    Arad 
was  unwilling  that    his    son    should    expose 
himself  to  the  danger  which  war  always  in- 
volves:  but   he  had   never   interposed   a   seri- 
ous obstacle  to  his  son's  will,   and  now,    as 
at   former  times,  he  was  brought  to  give    an 
unwilluig  consent.      Enoch-Benarad  sold    his 
equipment    to    a  young  neighbour,  who  had 
two  years  before    married    little    Dinah,    the 
daughter    of    Arnan  the  shepherd;  and  then 
he  set  out  for  Samaria. 

Through  the  aid  of  influential  friends 
in  Samaria,  Enoch-Benarad  was  enabled  to 
secure  a  command  as  sub-captain  in  the  army 
of  Jeroboam  II ;  and  he  at  once  began  train- 
ing for  the  vigorous  work  which  that  mon- 
arch   was     planning     shortly     to     undertake. 
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Moreover,   it   was  not   long  before    the    skill 
and  daring  of  the  new  officer  was  put  to  the 
test.     The  .Syrians  were  making  an  incursion 
into   Israel:   and   the  company   which    Enoch- 
Bcnarad  had     been    appomted    to    command 
was  a  part  of  the  expedition  sent  northward 
to    meet     tiie     invading     .Syrians.       A     fierce 
battle  took   place  at   the  Jordan   above  Lake 
Merom,   which   reddened   tlie    waters    of    the 
lake  and  sent  the  Syrians  scurrying  back  to 
their  own   land.     Enoch-Benarad    showed    a 
courage    and    energy  in  the  fight  which  not 
only  won  for  him  the  admiration  and  respect 
of  his  own  men,  but  also  commended  him  to 
the   favor  of  the    chief    commander    of    the 
force,   and,  afterwards,   to  the  favor  of    the 
king. 

In  this  narrative,  we  will  not  follow  the 
career  of  concjucst  by     which    Jeroboam    ex- 
tended his  kindom  to  the  East,  to  the  West, 
and  toward  the   North.     After  five  years  of 
almost   constant    fighting,    we   pick   up   again 
the    thread  of   Enoch-Renarad's  story.      The 
hosts  of   Israel   are  marching  on     Damascus. 
A  great  battle  has  been  fought,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Pharpar   River,    in  which   the  Syrians 
\yere  again  routed  with  great  slaughter.    But. 
thf.u^h   defeated  on   the     Phari)ar,     they     re- 
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assembled  at  Danul^cus,  doubly  reinforced, 
to  make  a  determined  resistance.  As  the 
hosts  of  Israel  were  drawing  near  to  Damas- 
cus, Enoch-Benarad  and  the  two  hundred 
horse,  which  he  now  led,  were  following  in 
the  rear  of  the  main  army,  with  orders  to 
watch  the  brushwood  to  the  right  and  to  be 
ready  for  instant  action.  It  was  expected 
that  the  Syrians  would  there  prepare  an  am- 
bush to  surprise  the  invaders.  The  situation 
furnished  such  an  excellent  opportunity  for 
an  ambush  that  the  chief  captain  of  the  ar- 
my of  Israel  knew  well  that  the  Syrians 
could  not  resist  the  temptation.  And  so  it 
proved.  Enoch-Benarad  saw  the  first  move- 
ment among  the  bushes  and  charged  before 
the  foe  came  in  sight.  His  two  hundred 
horse  met  the  Syrians  as  they  came  into  the 
open  field,  and  the  surprise  was  really  turn- 
ed on  the  latter.  The  oncoming  Syrians 
were  thrown  into  disorder  by  this  sudden 
charge,  and  rallied  only  when  the  main  army 
of  Israel  had  halted  and  was  ready  to  give 
them  battle.  The  next  move  of  the  Syrians 
was  in  flight,  and  they  took  shelter  within 
the  walls  of  Damascus,  where  the  remainder 
of  their  forces  were  intrenched.     The  host  of 


152 


Tiff,  Prophet. 


^-ael  .„„roach.d  and  c„ca„,ped  around  the 

After    two    weeks    of  siere     tlif    s,.,-.- 

Jc.er„„„ed    to    come    out  w,d  '  ,t,r       h  r 

We  and  to  g,ve    banle.  The  t  k 

made  at  nieht       Fl„.  ,i  •*     *"^ 

^.Iso  faded      On      e        ,  """"'"^'''  """"'^ 
"(  battle  w-,.,  ""'  "'""""B.  the  field 

.ionamt,7:dr",::;;.,„t<',r.  '»■'-  - 

"ow,   as  h,s  cause  was  ho,«:les,    ,}Tl'  I 

•Syr.a  made  haste  to  surreid  '  h1  u  "?,°i 
h.n,self  before  Israel,  took  .^he  cad, 'oT  l' 
m.sston,  and  protn.sed  that  he  and    all    I. 

rnd^"'.:;:"'  "--r  ---^"'^  ^'^^ 

ana     ,,,y    J  ,^_.    ^___^___^|   ^^ 

At  the  request    of    the    Syrian    kin^     . 
guard  was  placed  on  the  battle  field  to 
tect  those  who  washed  to  rcmo.  the.r  de'ad" 
Enoch-Benarad    was    rid,ng    over    the    fieM 
supenntcndu.g      both      the    guard     and     fi 
grave-d.ggers.      A    party    of     I  ' 

spades  are  at  work 


sraelitcs     with 
in  one  part  of  the  held 
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while  others  are  carrying  the  dead  to  the 
graves.  There  are  also  Syrians  at  work  on 
tiie  field  Some  of  their  dead  are  being 
buried,  while  the  remains  of  others  are  being 
earned  into  the  city  to  be  prepared  for  the 
tomb.  There  are  women  and  children  weep- 
ing over  the  bodies  of  husbands  and  fathers 
and  brothers.  A  number  of  people  are 
searching  the  Eeld  for  bodies  which  are  not 
so  easily  found. 

Enoch-Benarad     was  especially  attracted 
by  a  woman,  whom  he  saw     it    a    distance, 
hurrying   from     place    to    place,     apparently 
making    an    an.xious    search.      At    last,    she 
came    upon    the    body    which    she  had'  been 
looking  for  and  knelt  down  beside  it.      En- 
och-Benarad, as  he  moved  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties,   api)roached   nearer   and  nearer   to 
where  the  woman  was  weeping  over  the  dead 
warrior.       There    was    something    about    her 
appearance   which    drew   his    attention     away 
from   all   other  objects  of   interest.      She   re- 
minded him  of  a   former  period  of    his    life 
and     of     one     who     had     been     long     since 
lost,   but  who,  a    dozen    years    before,     had 
been  all  in  all  to  him.     It  would  be  difficult 
to  describe  the  thoughts  which   were  p.qssjng 
through    the    young    officer's    mind    at    this 
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;--       St.il      he    was    draw.ng    nearer    and 
^^^«rcr    to     the  person   nW.o  had   s(,  strangely 

so  that  he  could     see    her    plamly.     and    he 
knew  he,  to  he  Ruth.     ,„  a    l.ttlc'' .hde    h 
was  off  h,s  horse  and  by  her  side. 

«ut  eleven  years  and  a  beard  w.ll  some- 

-   -ake   a  o-nsulerable     d.fference      n     a 

uns  appearance.     Ruth  gave  a  start  of  sur! 

tffa      he         '    '""       Enoch-Renarad.     seeing 
f>^       >c     was     not     rccogn.zed.     assured     her 

lered  to  provide    assistance,     ,f    she    needed 
.uiy.   to  carry  the  })ody   into  the  cty       Ruth 
was  very  grateful   for  the  offer,  and  thanked 
^-mnn,  as  w.th  n.any    sobs    she    told    h,m 
t  M     ,.  was  her  husband,  who  had  been  kdl- 
-d   m   the  battle.      Since  h.s  servant   had  ac- 
companied  huu   ,nto  the   fight   and.   Hkew.se. 
had   never   returned,    there  was   none  left     to 
carry    the   dead    husband   e.xcq)t    herself   and 
throe  I.ttle  clMldren.     After  he  had    express- 
H  U       7"^J^-'f''y    ^or  her  trouble  and   assur- 


ed her  that 


ed 


c  would  be  given  all  the  need- 


assistance,   he    spoke    to    her 


l<indly.  calling  her  by  he 


again  started 


a.nr! 


even    more 
r  own  name.     Ruth 


'W   iur  the    first     I 


ime, 
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looked  straight   into  his   face.     Nothing    had 
l)ecn    further   from   her    expectation     than     to 
meet  an  old    acr]uaintance    in    this    time    of 
distress.      But  on     looking    more    closely    at 
him,    her  memory,  too,  was  revived  and  she 
knew  that    her    former   lover   was   before  her. 
Their  early   forced  separation,  the  years  that 
had  passed,   and  her  own  marriage  in  Syria 
had  broken  that   relation  between  them;    but 
it  could  not  destroy  the  friendly  feeling  and 
mutual  regard  which  each  had   for  the  other. 
Enoch-Benarad  saw    that     it    would    be 
best  to  leave  her  for  a  little,  until  she  should 
recover   from   her  surprise  and  have  time    to 
think.     Me  said  to  her,   "We  are  both  of  us 
surprised  at  this  meeting.       I     will    go    and 
bring  some  men  to  carry  your  dead  husband 
to    the    city."       So    saying,     he  went  away, 
and.  presently,  returned    with    three    of    his 
trusty   followers.     He  gave    them    orders    to 
carry  the   dead   man   to  wherever  the  woman 
should  direct,   and  to  remain  on    guard    be- 
fore her  house  until   he    himself    should    be 
free     from    his    duties    of    the  day.     Then, 
promising  to  see  Ruth  again  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible he  went  away. 

vV''    W'Jl     nncc    /-Mrt>^    »V>«    --1~.._    iU-f     f    11 
.»_    Yv...     ......    ...rvi     -.2:1,    U^iyr,    liJiit     luiIOw- 

ed     with    only  a  moment's  glance.     Enoch- 
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Benarad  saw  Ruth  ev^rv  ri^  j 

tII  fK«         ■  .  y  °^y  ^nd  gave  her 

an  the  assistance  which  she    needed    in    fh 
management  o^  her  affairs      R  ?    ^'^ 

ed    the  ^torv  of  h!  ^^  '°^"  '^*^n- 

The    earllr     °^^^^^Pt'^'ty  and  marriage. 

knownT  '  heT/adef    Aft  "7    '^    ^^^^^^^ 
-o  the  ,and  :rta.^she^:  ^dTeUf  a" 

'-nn^;;!  he?;rCe?t-   tL^ - 

s^nrt^^ir/rpit-r-^- 

the  household  of  her  ma  ter     1t  "'''"    !" 
son  wa«;  fho„  master.      Her  master's 

you„r  Jen  ofT'r^,  '°  "'  ^-"  ^'-^ 
for  life  H.  ,  5  J'™  """^"V  consorted 
lor  i,te.  He  loved  Ruth  and  beeeed  hi, 
fa  her  to  g.ve  her  to  him  in  marr.age      Fo 

ry°"of  heTVo''""''  ""^'^^'"^^  ^^  '''  -» 

~  t  'trirnr'  3r,s  tt 
rd''rh^°"'^.-'''^-"'-car :"' 

w^aned'aw™-  fr^J  h'er°"'"%"^'^  ^"''-"' 
In  the  course^f  tie    a  chnd     "'  k"  '"*™- 

Ihe  mother  foreot  7,1;  ^  '""■"•  ""'^ 

lorgot  her  desire  to  return  to  her 
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early  home  ,n  the  happiness  of  her  new  do- 
mestic hfe. 

Her  husband  was  of  Israelitish  parents: 
but  he  h.mself  had  been  born  .n  Syria  and 
he  whole  of  h,s  life  had  been  spent  in  that 
and.     It  was  natural  that  he  should  adhere 
to  the  land  of  his  nativity .    rather    than    to 
that  of  his  parents.     In  regard  to  the  lessor 
border  fights,   which   were  continually  occur- 
ring between  Syria  and   Israel,   Ruth's    sym- 
pathy had  been  with  the  latter  country,  and 
her  influence  kept  her  husband   from  partici- 
pating in  these  troubles.     But  when,  at  last, 
the  invasion  of  Jeroboam  threatened  Damas- 
cus and  her  own  home  and    child-en,     Ruth 
withdrew  her  opposition  and  allowed  him  to 
volunteer     In   fact,   it  would  have  been  use- 
less for  her  to  object  now;    for    the    call    to 
arms    was    so    pressing  that  a  strong  young 
man  would  by  no  means  be  allowed    to    es- 
cape It.     When  the  war  ended,   Ruth  was    a 
widow,   and    Enoch-Benarad   took   upon   him- 
self   the    task    to    act    as    her  protertor  and 
guardian. 

When  the  host  of  Israel  retired  from 
Damascus,  a  garrison  was  left  for  a  t.me  ,n 
that  city,  under  the  charge  or  Enoch-Bcnur- 
ad.     A  man  of  the    retiring    ^rmy    was    en- 
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gaged  as  messenger  to  Tekoa  to    carry    the 
news  of  Ruth's  discovery  to  Amos    and    L, 
brother.    Ben-Or  had  passed  to  h.s  final  res 
Ruth  wept  on  learning  of  her  father's  death  ': 
and.  now  that  her  husband    was    gone,     the 

l7I7     mT    °'"    ^"    *°  '''  ^-  brothers 
and  her  old  home.     She  now  learned  for  the 

k^TedTn  th  '^'    '"    'r'^'    J°^^    h^^    b-n 
killed  m  the  war  with   Edom    shortly    after 

tttr.:;^'^  been     .o.,B„    ea.J.  1^ 

At  last,  the  garrison    of    Israelites    was 

"rdered  to  return  honie  and  to  leave  the  aty 

n  charge  of  ,ts  own  k,ng,  who  was    now    a 

ent'anX"'  "'  •'"°''"™-     Enoch-BenLd 

Ruth   h^rl   M.    A  i  Samaria  and  that 

had  n  "^  '°  '■''"'■"   ^'th   him.      She 

had  now  no  especial  ties  to  bmd  her  to    her 
home   in   Damascus.      Her    husband's    ^athe 
and  mother  had  both  died  some  t,me  be  ore 
the  late  war.     All  that  had  kept  her  fn  Svna 
was  now  removed,   and   she    y^ded     to    th' 

persuasion  of    Enoch-Benarad    to    return  t 
her  own  ,     ,.     B^  ^,^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^retun^    to 

to  h,s  entreaty  :n  another  respect,  as  will 
soon  appear.  She  and  her  children  were 
conveyed  to  Samaria,  accompanied  and  pro 
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tected  by  the  retiring  garrison  led  by  Enoch- 
Benarad. 

When  they   arrived     at     Samaria,     Amos 
was  already  there  and  waiting  for  them.    He 
had  also  been  able  to  secure    a    cottage    for 
their    convenience,     that     they     might     make 
themselves    comfortable    without  delay.      He 
had    changed    in    certain    incidental     respects 
durmg     the    dozen  years  of   Ruth's  absence. 
He  was  stouter  now  and  had  a  black  beard: 
but     in    all    other    essentials  his  appearance 
was    the    same.       Ruth    needed    no      second 
glance  to  recognize  her  brother.     The  warm, 
affectionate  nature  of  Amos  broke     from    its 
habitual   self-control  as  he  greeted  his    long 
lost    sister.       Ruth,    too,   was  overcome  with 
emotion.      Both  had    been     looking     forward 
with   anxious  expectation  to  this  ha|)py  time 
of  meeting. 

"Would  that  our  father  were  alive," 
said  Amos,  "to  experience  the  joy  of  this 
hour.  He  fell  asleep  contented,  trusting  his 
lost  daughter  to  the  care  of  Jehovah;  but 
this  happiness  would  have  made  his  bed 
mere  restful  as  he  passed  into  his  long  sleep. 
He  was  not  so  hopeful  as  I  that  we  would 
find  you  again.     After  the  first  few  months 
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of  your  absence,   he  gave  up  h,s  expectation 
of  ever  see.ng  you  aga.n  .n   th.s  world  " 

On  the  mention  of  her  father.   Ruth  sob- 
becl  aga.n:  but  st.ll.  w.th  her  head  drooping 
she  listened  to  the  words  of  her  brother      •' 
did  not  think  that  1   would  ever  see  any  o 
you  again."   she    sa.d.      "I     gave    up    Lpe 
ong    long  ago:  but  my  sorrow         Daniiscus 
has  brought  me  the  happiness    to    see    ag""n 
my  brothers  and   friends  "  ^ 

"The  plans  of    Jehovah    are    too    l.,reo 

Arnos":'"^    -    tounderstand...'3 
^mos.        1  never  could    give    ud    hnn^    fk  f 
yo.    wouici    b.    restored  to  us  \r,  I;' 
sure  ,t  would  come  .bout.     The    fa^'h    .? 
'■n-d  ,„  my    m.nd.    even    wh  „       '  Lmed 

^ZZ^TT-  '  "™'^  ""• ""''-""' 

now  ,t  came,  but  was  sure  that  Jehovah  was 
n  so^e    way    speaku.g    ,o    ,uv    soul      The 

iu  d  ToT' h  t  '."  r  "'""'■     '  '"''-^d  and 
eou  d  Help  beheung,  through    all    ,hes,- 

old  Enoch-Benarad  how    it    was.      I    knew 

hen,  and  he  w,ll  believe  now,    that    it    wa" 
the  vo.ce  of  Jehovah."  *^ 

"sked  and   answered.     What  most  surprised 
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Kuth  and  led  her  to  realize  how  long  the 
time  of  her  absence  had  been  was  to  learn 
that  little  Jakorath  was  a  grown  woman 
now,  and  married  in  Tekoa.  Ramah.  the 
brother  of  Jakorath  was  travelling  with  a 
caravan  and  beginning  a  trader's  career.  A 
great  many  other  interesting  pieces  of  infor- 
mation were  related  on  both  sides:  and  Ruth 
looked  forward  with  the  anticipation  of  a 
great  deal  of  pleasure  to  the  time  when  she 
would  visit  the  scenes  of  her  cinldhood. 

Then   followed  the  wedding.       At    that 
time  a  marriage  consisted   in    nothing    more 
nor  less  than  a  contract  between  two  famil- 
ies, or  between  the  groom  and  the  family  of 
the  bride,  and  witnessed  by  an  elder  and  by 
several   other   people.      Amos   acted   the  part 
of  Ruth's  guardian    in    the    ceremony,    and 
gave    up    the    bride    to  her  future  husband. 
As  soon  as  it  could  be  done,  Enoch-Benarad 
gave  up  his  position  in    the    army    of    Jero- 
boam:  and    the    happy    coaple    returned    to 
Tekoa,  and  took  up    their    abode    with    the 
aged  Arad,  whose  renvairwng  days  must  r>ow 
be  few. 
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CHAPTER  vilj. 
The  Prophet. 

^S     'he,r  r«,de„ce  ,„  Tekoa    1  "    "" 

""y    for    any  mtenl/v    17'  "  "  "'"'^ 

they  have    local     "^.        '^"'"'  f"=°P'<^  "lat 

ing  the  ,«riod  of  ,h  "'"•''"''-     ^-t- 

h.gh  places  had'  lfl°:f  -f  -  -,  the 
sanctuaries    were    a,.„„  f,'^'  ""•  '°"f 

--  called  synaZ'  "e,  '"l?''.!'^''^''  -" 
vhich  our  storv  Mon^'  ,h.  '  "'^  "■"^  '" 
■dolatrous  or  evil^  ^  ""^    "°'hing 

;;;'p  at  the'is' rarorSor''^*'^  r 

more  d.scouraged      xLT  ^'?^  '"°''    ^"^ 

aimostwholly^lvoS^  r,hf^^^"'"°" 
"ngregafonal  worship.  I,  wa,  T"""'  °' 
°f  all  good  people  .oV,'  r^^l^^  Z'!'^^ 
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week  to  join  in  the  prayer  which  was  offer- 
ed by  an  elder  and  to  listen  to  an  address 
of  exhortation. 

Enoch-Benarad  and  Ruth  had  a  good 
deal  to  be  thankful  for.  and  .t  was  In h 
good  reason  that  they  joined  the  congrega- 
t>on  of  worshippers  on  this  Sabbath  day 
Their  hearts  were  full  of  gratitude  and  han^ 
p.ness    and  they    des.red    to    return    thanks 

led  thJm     '    '  '^"^  """"^  '"  ""'^'"^  ^^  ^^^ 

The  speaker  on  this  occasion  was  to  be 
no    other    than    Amos    himself.      Ruth    had 
heard    smce    her    return    to    Tekoa    of    her 
brother  s    p,ety    and    eloquence  from  several 
people  who  spoke  highly  in  his  praise.  There 
was  no  paid  preacher  in   Tekoa.      The  only 
two  hired  officials  were  the  two  Levites  who 
taught    children    and  had    the    care    of    the 
P^ace  generally.     The  sabbath    prayers    and 
addresses    were    made    by    elders,  who  took 
turns    in    performing    this    duty.     Although 
Amos  was  yet  a  young  man,    he    had    been 
called     on    many    times    to    speak    on    the 
Sabbath:    and    he    had    now    come     to     be 
known  as  the  most  finished  orator  in  Tekoa 
Ruth  had  in  her  early  hit  known  her  broth- 
er to  be  a  boy  of    unusual    earnestness    and 
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piety,   with   a  strong    rel.g.ous    tendenc  v     in 
his  nature.     She  also  knew  that  hoT^ 
cifts  in  tJio  I  r  *  "^  "^d  some 

f     '  '"  *^^  ''"^  ^'^  persuasion:  and  she  w;,^ 
anxious  now  to  hear  him.  ' 

mountedihe  sonT."''^^    "^^^^^'    ^-- 
th.    '  '*°"^  platform   in  the  midst  of 

the  congregation   and     looked     J      J 
his  audience      Tho      i  """"^     "P^n 

der  of  Tekoa  had  indeed  brought  the  snirL 

ah  was  near  them.     It  was  the  rni        ^        " 
orators  to  .a.e    an    h.^.t :,^":r;S 

back      A^^'"jf  ^''"''="  °^  ^'■"   f-h" 
He  h       T  ^"'    "°'    '°"°*    •h.s    custom 

lehovaf  "as"  '*f  !i"^  °"    ""^    goodness   "f 
Jehovah,  as  revealed  m  the  fact  that  he  harf 
sent    prosper.ty  to  the  people  of  Tekoa      It 
was  a  subject  upon  which  Amos  1      , 
accustomed  to  wax  eloquenf    and    ^        T 
more  ^ause  h,s  lost  slter  had  bee^Test*' 
cd.      Then  he  drew  in  contrast  =.  7r 
of  the  people's    ,nd,ffer:n    "  ,n    th  Tl'°" 
neglected     .o     render     due    thank     1  ^ 

lh:t.irt,;rhe'  i'-^-  -.  °"-  --'-<'" 

-  ^-    Kh  he  required  of  them.      The 


The  Prophet. 


if>5 


address  was  beautiful  and  eloquent  and   full 
of  ample  pictorial   illustrations,   which  Amos 
had  taken  mainly   from  his    own    exfierience 
and  observation.      Then,   after  a    direct    ex- 
hortation and  appeal  to  the  people  of  Tekoa 
he  broadened  out  and  dwelt  on  the  religious 
and  moral  condition    of    Judea    in    general. 
He  lamented  the  decadence  of  real  prophecy 
He  claimed  that  the  prophecy  of    the    time 
was   artificial   and   not   real,   and   that   many 
of  the  prophets  had  no  right    to    the    title- 
for  they  were  not  speaking  the  true  will   of 
Jehovah,   no  voice  had  come  to    them     from 
the  unseen  deity,  and  they  were  merely  prat- 
ers for  bread  and  butter.     He    made    refer- 
ence to  the  late    death    of    the    aged    priest 
Ahiah,  a  man  who  feared  Jehovah  and  who 
prayed  earnestly   for  an    awakening    of    the 
prophetic  spirit.     Then  he  made  a  brief  ref- 
erence   to    the  growing  vice  in  the  northern 
kingdom,  and  prayed  that  Jehovah  would  in- 
terpose  his  hand  to  check  its  increase  and  to 
save  the  nation.     The  address  ended  with  an 
earnest  appeal   to   the  people  of   Tekoa. 

During  the  years    which    preceded    and 
those  which    followed    this    incident,     Amos 

"       "  1""^  aiLCiiiatciy  witn  tne  care  ot  the 

flock,  the  care  of  the  orchard,  and  with  mar- 
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kcting  the  produce    of    both.       Dunn-    tho 
days  in  which  he    might    he    rcleaseri  ^  from 
the  care  of  the  nocl<.  ,t  was  his  duty  to  find 
H  market   for  the    cloth,     thread,     wool     and 
Inut    which    were  produced  that  season,  and 
also   for  whatever  sheep  and   lambs  could  be 
spared  to  the  market.     A  ready  sale  for  this 
produce  was  often  to  be  found  at  Jerusalem ; 
but  c     jome  occasions  there  would  be  a  glut 
m  the  Jerusalem  market    and    he    would    be 
compelled  to  .seek  some  city  or  town   further 
to  the  north.     A  market  for  cloth  and  thread 
and  for  sheep  could  usually  be  found  in  any 
city  or  town  of  the   Northern   kingdom;   for 
the  fertile  soil  to    the    north    was    given    up 
mainly  to  the  cultivation  of  fruit  and  grain 
Thus  ,t  happened  that  Amos  often  made    a 
journey   into   Israel,    sometimes  going  as    far 
north  as  Samaria. 

Even  when  the  reign  of  Jeroboam  II  b-- 
gan.  religion  and  morality  were  in  a  very 
lax  condition  in  the  kingdom  of  Israel  At 
all  times  the  Northern  kingdom  was  worse 
than  the  Southern  in  this  respect.  At  first 
however.  Amos  had  little  occasion  to  notice 
such  a  state  of  affairs  during  his  brief  trips 
toward  the  North.  The  evil  was  not  then  so 
general,   nor  displayed  with  such    shamele-^s- 
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ness  ns  at  a  later  time.  The  dark  reports 
which  strayed  southward  were  only  partly 
credited  by  people  of  a  southern  village  like 
Tekoa.  When  the  j)rosperity  of  Jeroho.im 
was  rapidiv  on  the  increase,  the  enthusiasm 
ui  Am(  was  awakened  and  he  spoke  highly 
in  praise  of  the  Northern  kingdom,  and  the 
more  so  because  his  friend  Enoch-Benarad 
lid  joined  the  army  of  that  kingdom  and 
was  fighting  m  its  cause. 

But  along  with  the  military  success  and 
the  growing  wealth  of  the  country  there  was 
also  the  rapid  increase  of  vice.  Foreign  cap- 
tives and  foreign  customs  were  brought  in  by 
the  soldiers.  The  increasing  wealth  was  eag- 
erly sought  after  and  accumulater'  in  the 
hands  of  those  who  through  their  shrewdness 
or  their  position  were  able  to  wrrnch  it  away 
from  the  others.  The  rich  were  proud  and 
arrogant  in  their  worldly  prosperit  /,  while 
the  poor  were  ground  down  into  tlie  very 
earth.  Property  was  wrenched  from  the  poor 
by  fraud  and  extortion,  and  they  were  left 
with  almost  no  means  of  procuring  bread. 
Moreover,  the  society  of  the  land  became  cor- 
rupted by  all  manner  of  vice,  and  even  the 
places  consecrated  to  the  worship  of  Jehovah 
were  desecrated  by  the  same  forms  of  sensu- 
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ous  immor.-,l,ty  wh.rl,   formed  so  consp.ruotK 

heaihen'  '''"''''''*'  """"""^  ^^^^  surrounding 

When  Amos  became  aware    of    the    real 

'  '      of  soc.ety  and  of  rehg.on  ,n  that  pros- 

w^U,    punishment    as    an    invariable      result. 

people,  but  hovenng  above  thdm  was  the  rod 
ot  an  angry  Jehovah,  which  must  surely  fall 
w,t  deadly  violence.  "And  is  there  no' po! 
photic  voice.  '  he  thought,  "to  warn  the 
people  of  their  danger  P  Why  does  not  such 
an  awful  state  of  things  call  forth  the  thun- 
der of  Jehovah  s  warning?     But    who    is    to 

people,  have  all  gone  astray.  They  grovel 
before  the  rich  and  preach  against  the  op- 
pressed:  and  to  their  grossest  falsehoods 
Ihey  dare  to  attach  the  authority  of  Jehov- 
ah's name.  They  say,  'thus  saith  the  Lord-' 
but  the  message  which  they  bring  is  from 
their  own  wicked  hearts. 

Amos  brooded  over  the  wretched  state  of 
the  people  of  Israel  and  mourned  for  their 
degeneracy  as  if  they  were  his  own    nearest 


For  days,   for  weeks,   for  months, 
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and    even    for    years  it  seemed  that  nothing 
could  be  done.     There  seemed  to  be  no  man 
who  was  qualified  to  lift  his  voice    in    warn- 
ing to  the  people.    At  last,  the  thought  came 
mto  his  mind  that  it  might  be  his  own  duty 
to    bear    Jehovah's    message  to  the  Northern 
kingdom.     At  first,  the  thought    came    with 
such  suddenness    that    it    startled    him.     He 
felt  that  he  was  so  unequal  to  the  task  that 
he  could  not  really  be  the  chosen    messenger 
of  God.     He  tried  to  put  the  thought   from 
him,  but  It  persisted  in  his  mind    and    grew 
stronger  and  stronger.     It    came    still    more 
plainly  to  him  that  it  'vas  his  duty  tc  speak 
to    the    wandering  people  of  the  North.     At 
last,  he  decided  to  go.     There  was  no  more 
doubt  that  the  thought    which    arose    in    his 
mind     and   persisted   with   such   stubbornness 
was  the  voice  of  Jehovah :  and    he    left    his 
flock  and  set  out  for  the  North. 

The  scene  of  his  preaching  was  Bethel 
It  was  at  Bethel  that  the  various  forms  of 
idolatry  became  more  conspicuous  than  in 
any  other  sanctuary  of  Israel,  and  there  idol- 
atry  received  the  patronage  of  Royalty 
The  sacred  feasts  were  made  drunken  carous- 
als, and  all  manner  of  vice  was  mingled 
with  the  worship. 
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It  was  a  bold  step  for  a  stranger  to 
stand  up  in  the  market  place  or  before  the 
sanctuary  of  Bethel,  and  to  face  the  most 
powerful  and  wealthy  men  of  Israel  with 
such    fearful    denunciations    as    he    uttered 

lonT  ^^u  ^''■°^'^  °^  ^""^'^'^  ^"d  oppressed 
people  who  hstened  eagerly    to    h.s    words; 

wrath  of  the  rulmg    class.     At    last.    Ama- 

nrl'  iV"'*  °^  ^''^'^'  ^^"^^  t°  Amos  and 
ordered  h,m  to  leave  the  city.  The  priest 
accused  Amos  of  working  on  the  feelmgs  of 
the  people  ,n  order  to  get  money  from  them, 
and  told  mm  jeeringly  to  go  back  to  his 
own  land  and  earn  his  living  there 

Now  the  conduct  of  this    priest    shocked 
Amos    more    than    anything    else  at  Bethel 
He  knew  that  the  direst  punishment  must  at- 
tend such  conduct  in  one    who    professed    to 
be  a  priest    of    Jehovah.      He    turned    upon 
Aniaziah  with  the  righteous  anger  of  Jehovah 
glowing  in  his  countenance.     He    denied    a 
mercenary  motive.     He  disclaimed  any  rela- 
tion or  connection  with  the  false  prophets  of 
the  land -some  of  the  very  people  whom  he 
had  been  denouncing.     Then  thoughts  again 
began  to  flash  into  his  mind  with  such  clear- 
ness that  he  recognized  in  them  the  voice  of 
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Jehovah:  and  he  gave  utterance  to  them  as 
they  came.     Fixing  his  eye  on  Amaziah.  the 
priest  and  raising  his  hand  he  said:  "Now. 
therefore,  hear  the  word  of    Jehovah.      You 
say  prophesy  not  against    Israel    and    drop 
not    your    word  against  the  house  of  Isaac 
therefore,     thus    saith    Jehovah:     your    wife 
will  be  a  prostitute    in    the    city,    and    your 
sons    and    your    daughters    will    fall  by  the 
sword,  and  your  land  will    be    divided    by 
line;  and  you  yourself    will    die    in    a    land 
that  IS  unclean,  and  Israel  will  si  ely  be  led 
away  captive  out  of  her  land." 

Under    the    direct    gaze    of    Amos    the 
priest  slunk  away,  but  with  a  sullen  hatred 
toward  the  prophet,   and  a   determination   to 
balk  his  purpose.     From  that    time    on,    the 
opposition    became    more    determined.    '  Dis- 
turbances were  made    whenever    the    prophet 
appeared,   and  his  life  was  threatened        At 
last    Amos  was  compelled  to  withdraw  from 
Bethel.     He  retired  to    his    home    in    Tekoa 
and  pursued  his    humble    duties,     but    with 
the  full    assurance    that    certain    destruction 
awaited  the  wicked  people  of  the  North. 

The  End. 


Appended  Note.— The  I,jcal,ty  of  Tn 
Phel  ,s  unknown.  The  .™„,io„  I  dL  ,, 
probably  refers  to  the  whole  of  Edom  Th^ 
na.e  o    a  loading  city  was  so^e^.t"' app  ' 

nra;tzVe"„tT7,"r"^- 

changed  to  Teman  in  later  times. 
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